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We l c o m e  t o  t h e  L a n d  o f  t h e  C h a r g e r s
By Katy Delaney and Lily Williams

 Welcome to Fishers Junior High School, home of the Chargers. Our school opened in 1999. Our principal is Dr. Thorpe and 
our assistant principal is Mr. Butts. Fishers Junior High serves around 960 kids in grades 7 and 8 in Fishers, Indiana. Our school’s 
mission is to provide educational opportunities to ensure the success of each and every student to become a responsible citizen and to 
positively influence an ever-changing world community. This information was found on the school’s website, fjh.hseschools.org. Our 
school has a couple of sayings that help the students through the school day. One of them is, “The choices you make today shape your 
world tomorrow.” Another one is to display your Charger P.R.I.D.E. and take charge of your success. P.R.I.D.E. is an acronym that we 
use at FJH. P stands for personal responsibility, R stands for respect towards others, I stands for integrity, D stands for discipline and 
self-control, and last but not least, E stands for engagement.

There are many “extra” classes that students at FJH can take along with the required core classes. Some of these classes are 
exclusively for eighth graders. Some of those classes include; Journalism, Yearbook, Film Theory, Peer Tutor, and a few others. There 
are also a couple of classes that a seventh grader can take as well as eighth graders. These include; F.A.C.S. (Family and Consumer 
Science), Band, Art, Choir, and Orchestra. Fishers Junior High has phenomenal performing arts programs. These programs are Art, 
Band, Orchestra, and Choir. The band is directed by Mr. Lehman and Mr. Dessent. The Choir is directed by Mrs. Baney. Orchestra 
is directed by Mrs. Cornet. Art has a few different teachers. They are Ms. Adda, Mrs. Wade and Mrs. Strawhacker. Students can also 
participate in extracurricular performing arts programs like Jazz Band, Pep Band, Strolling Strings, Fall Play (odd years), Fall Musical 
(even years) and Dance Company.
 Eighth graders also have an extra class that they can take. That would be a world language. Students can choose between 
French, German, and Spanish. Madame Hennessy is the French teacher. The German teacher is Frau Roberts. Last but not least, the 
Spanish teachers are Señora Compton and Señorita Grundmann. Learning a language is a great opportunity that all students should 
consider. Languages can be fun, and there are multiple field trips and events throughout the year that language students can be a part 
of. 
 There is a special field trip for seventh graders only. That field trip is Camp Tecumseh. Camp Tecumseh is a three day field 
trip. Students stay in log cabins at night and during the day, they are out exploring the camp. They can go canoeing, rock climbing, 
hiking, and many more! Before bed, there is storytelling, skits, and square dancing! Camp is such a fun experience for all kids who go. 
We asked eighth grader, Akheil Paul, “What was your favorite camp activity?” He said, “My favorite activity at camp was canoeing.” 
We asked seventh grader, Jessa Medalen, “What is your advice to the campers next year?” She said, “My advice to campers next year 
would be to keep an open mind and enjoy camp as much as you can.” Bothe Akheil and Jessa rated Camp Tecumseh a 9 out of 10. 

Our school also has lots of fun clubs from Best Buddies to Chess Club. If your interested in dissections, than you join 
Dissection Club. But if dissections and guts aren’t your thing, then you can always join Scrapbook and Card Club. If you’re into 
relaxing and just taking your mind off of school, you could join Yoga Club. Also, if your not flexible and you still want to get your 
mind off of school, you can always join Writing Club. There are so many more clubs that our school has, and if we don’t have it, I’m 
so sure that we could make it. 

On top of clubs, we also have sports. Our school offers sports from basketball to golf. Although our school doesn’t have 
common sports like soccer and baseball, the sports that we do offer are great. The coaches are very good at their job and really good at 
coaching. The students on the teams seem to really enjoy the teams. Junior high is a great time to try new sports. 

In the end, our school is a great place. We offer so many clubs and sports. Our staff is helpful and friendly. We have a 
great time at Fishers Junior High. At Fishers Junior High we always feel welcome and safe. This environment is great for kids of all 
different backgrounds and we have a great time.

   Photo: Connorpainting.comThe sign in front of our school, Fishers Junior High.
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Where We Came From
By Hillary Hata

Ever wondered how Fishers became Fishers? The city started off with very few people, but it has grown 
drastically over the last 20 years. In addition to countless single family homes, many businesses have also made 
Fishers their home. 
 We started off as a large portion of land sold to Salathial Fisher in 1872. The town was originally named 
Fisher’s Switch, but it soon changed to what is now, Fishers. One of the first settlers of Fishers was William 
Conner. William Conner played a major part in the area’s development. He had founded Hamilton County, 
Indiana. Conner was also once the only white male living in Delaware Township. He controlled a trading 
system; the trading system brought in more residents to Fishers. This trading system is now known as Conner 
Prairie. Another reason for the Fishers population growth was because Indiana changed its capital from Corydon 
to Indianapolis in 1825. Our proximity to Indianapolis made it more attractive to both people and business. 
Because of the growth, a man named John Flinch established the area’s first school. Fo

Fishers received lots of development activities. The Geist reservoir was made in 1943. The reservoir 
was made because of the water supply in Fishers. The reservoir was made in hopes to fix this problem. Hamil-
ton Southeastern High School was built in the 1960s. While the zoning and master plan was made in 1972. The 
zoning plan was made to decide whether or not a certain company would be allowed to develop here. While the 
master plan decides what the town does, this could be for community growth or for local goals. In 1973, Inter-
state 69 was finished. All of these establishments played a major role in the growth of the Fishers population.

In 1996, there were only four Elementary schools, a middle school, a junior high, and a high school. But 
in 2006-2007, Fishers High School opened up adding a much needed second high school to the Hamilton South-
eastern district. Fishers High School is currently ranked #1,050 in national schools and #9 in Indiana school. 
These rankings are based on performance on state-required tests. The student body from Fishers has grown both 
intellectually and population.

Initially beginning as a patch of empty land, Fishers has come a long way. During our growth as a town 
and now city, we have done many things with all of the building, developments, multiple schools and housing. 
We also have earned many rewards over the past years. In 2011, Fishers earned #1 in Top 10 Cities for Families 
in U.S.. With the population growing, hopefully there will be may more rewards to come. 

The Fishers railroad station was removed in 2018 to make way for a new police station.   Photo: fishres.in.us
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A Relaxing Redistricting Process
By: Lily Williams

Redistricting? This is the reaction many parents and students had when finding out that 
the Hamilton Southeastern school district was going to start redistricting. When you think of 
redistrict you think, as a student there’s a chance you’ll have to move schools which means 
making new friends and not being with your current friends. In this redistricting process, that 
is the case, but they have multiple good reasons as to why they are doing this. So, if we are 
redistricting, why are we doing it now when we just did it two years ago. This is one question 
or concern many parents have. The school district doesn’t have much of a choice because as 
we may not notice, our school district is continuing to rapidly grow.  As the school district 
continues to grow we have to find a way to accommodate these students. The only way they 
can do that is by redistricting and building new schools. 
 Just as a school we get about 100 new kids every year. If only our school gets 100 
kids I can only imagine what all the other schools get.  Since there is a large increase every 
year they have had to build a new elementary school this year. The new elementary is called 
Southeastern Elementary School. Building a new elementary school is a large reason why 
they are having to redistrict, because they need to make sure that there is a good staff to 
student ratio.         See Page 6 to contine.

The map shown is a map and chart of the Hamilton Southeastern School District redistricting plan.   
      Photo: hse.k12.in.us
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Relaxing Redistricting Process Cont. from page 5
The staff to student ratio is important because if the schools are too overloaded with students and they don’t 
have enough teachers than that causes lots of problems. Having to many students with one teacher is a large 
problem but some teachers don’t even have a class to teach in. Since, the amount of students is rapidly 
growing schools are having to use portable classrooms because they don’t have enough room or they don’t 
have enough classes. I know as a student I would not enjoy portable classrooms and portable classrooms 
can have many problems. They can having heating and air conditioning problems and they can be very 
uncomfortable. 

To go along with uncomfortable portable classrooms, having a good ratio, and the schools rapidly 
growing. They also are trying to send kids to the closest school possible. Long bus rides or car rides is the 
last thing any student wants to deal with. So, sending kids to closest school possible is really going to help 
that. Many parents may think that sending kids to the closest school possible is not really what’s happening. 
It may make sense to send a child to the school next door, that school may be filled to its maximum. 
Another goal that the school board is trying to meet is to have a more stable exceptional learners program. 
By redistricting they can make the programs more stable and possibly more popular. 

There are many problems that students can run into when going to a new school. They can worry 
about many things. One thing that they worry about is “making new friends and balancing them with old 
friends,” says Hadley Raderstorf who is a sixth grader at Hamilton Southeastern Intermediate and Junior 
High. This is the one of the many problems that students run into. Making new friends is huge concern 
that many students have. Going to a new is always scary but then not knowing anyone is even scarier. That 
is not anything any student wants to go through so, to make this process a little bit easier for students the 
school district has had nights such as Charger Connection were incoming 7th graders can come but then 
new 8th graders can also come. This is a great way to ease a students mind and make them feel a little more 
secure. 
 One big question that lots of parents have is, are we going to be able to be a part in this process. The 
answer to that question is yes. This whole idea of redistricting started in November and ever since then the 
school board has done a good job getting the communities input. One goal that the school board had was 
to make this a community driven process. “The school board did a good job of informing parents,” says 
Emily Williams who is a parent of students in the Hamilton Southeastern School District. She also thinks 
that “they also did a job of putting the information on the community website.”Although it is a community 
driven process the students are the opinions we should be listening to. Parents opinions are important but 
students also have lots of worries and concerns. One concern that Marvin Orr has is, “where to go because 
I’m not going to know where to go because there will be new classes and hallways” a long with new places 
he’s also worried about, making new friends and meeting new people.” 
 As the school district continues to grow the school board will have to find ways to accommodate 
the students. One way that they have found to accommodate these students is by building a new elementary 
school. Building a new school means that they have to have students to go to these schools, but they 
want the students to go to the closest school possible. On top of that they are trying to get rid of the many 
portables. To do all of this, they have to get multiple perspectives which means getting parents perspectives. 
Along with getting parents perspectives you also have to get the students perspectives. Students are the 
ones who are going to be affected by this the most. They are the ones who have to make new friends and 
find a good balance between the new and the old. They have to find there way around new hallways and 
new classrooms. Making new friends is great but in the beginning it can be intimidating. It is easier for 
some kids to make new friends compared to others. In the end, the Hamilton Southeastern School District 
has put a lot of time and work into this project.
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Ever since Fisher Junior High’s amazing state victory 
in December, our We The People Team has vigorously 
been preparing for Nationals in May. From listening 
to lectures, to writing papers, the team has, and will 
continue, to spend hours on end trying to pull through 
with another ravishing success. 
 We The People is a civic education program 
that teaches students the importance of government. 
“In competition we read papers and answer the 
judge’s questions that revolve around our designated 
topic,” says a member of the Fishers Junior High 
We The People team’s unit one, “we are scored on 
our performance and the depth of our knowledge.” 
The team is divided into six units, each specializing 
in a different aspect of government, on top of the 
foundational historical events and constitutional law 
that they all learn. 
 Unit one specializes in historical philosophy 
and natural rights. Made up of Ally Musgrave, 
Mihir Pantula, Teegan Acres, and Allison 
VanDyke, these students have to be very gifted 
readers in order to successfully comprehend all 
of the challenging material. One of their papers 
deals with a “constitutional republic,” they dove 
deep into the topic; so deep that they read North 
Korea’s Constitution. Addition to exploring foreign 
governments, the unit one members have studied 
many natural rights philosophers who have had 
amazing influence on our country. Just to make a few, 
John Locke, Charles Montisque, Thomas Hobbes, 
Jacque Rousseau, and Thomas Aquinos. 
 Unit two  is similar to unit one, however 
instead of putting the emphasis on philosophy 
they gear their efforts to natural rights. Griffin 
Cheesegrough, Mia Holzbach, Grant Belush, and 
Rami Kawar focus heavily on the Declaration of 
Independence and the history of state governments, 
and how those contribute to the development of our 
national government. A consistent theme within 
this particular unit is the inalienable rights that they 
explore, life liberty and property. Although the 
“property” right has been replaced with “the pursuit of 

happiness,” the pillars of our government did rely on 
the protection of property. 
 Unit three, again, is history based. However, 
unlike units one and two  unit three revolves 
around a particular event. That event being the 
Constitutional Convention. They not only study 
different policy proposals, they look into “plans” 
prior to the convention; such as the New Jersey 
Plan or Virginia Plan. Emma Holt, Lauren Hobson, 
Avery Williams, and Avery Slain take the pillars of 
our constitution, such as checks and balances, and 
investigate them in our society. 
 Unit four  is more modern than units one, 
two, and three. Although it still needs history, for 
example one of their papers deals with the concept 
of federalism, Margo Hernandez, Connor Kirkendall, 
AnnaRose Martin, an Srilekha Davuluri bvvvmainly 
focus on modern concepts. A big thing in their unit is 
the idea of political parties, and the advantages and 
disadvantages of that. Along with political parties 
and federalism, unit four studies judicial review. This 
unit, content wise, is in between units three and six.
Similar to unit four, unit five deals with more modern 
topics, specifically concerning rights for the people. 
Kennedy Terhune, Ashley Grimpe, Brandon Dang, 
and Jack Beck mainly focus on the first amendment, 
specifically freedom of speech and religion. Their 
nationals questions, however, deal with the equal 
protection clause of the fourteenth amendment and 
the history of due process for adults and juveniles. 
This group of people uses case law, previous court 
case decisions, to both develop and support their 
opinions. 
 Unit six is the unit of opinion. The  unit 
is made up  of outspoken and energetic students. 
This unit deals with common “wedge” issues such 
as voting, citizenship, and foreign affairs. Zoe 
Karner, Lindley Scott, Ava Paslich, and Malaika 
Ansari mainly use statistics and studies to support 
their opinions. For nationals, they have gotten a 
widespread of “unique topics”. Two in particular are 
immigration and freedom of the press. Immigration 
obviously deals with citizenship, however at first 
glance freedom of press doesn’t have an absolute 
relation to unit 6. It is worded in the question to 
make press seem like a “civic responsibility.” 
    See Page 8 to contine.

History Hunks prepare 
for Competition 
By Kennedy Terhune
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The team was divided into random small groups to discuss the Letter From Birmingham Address, and the occurrences 
of “D-Day.”            Photo: Anthony Sturgeon

History Hunkss Cont. from page 7

This unit has a very difficult task, more so than the rest 
of the units, to find a healthy balance between fact and 
opinion. 
 In early February the team received the 
prompts for their papers, however these were high 
school level prompts, some being the exact prompts 
the high school teams had for state. “It doesn’t really 
intimidate me, it just makes me feel like ‘hey we’re 
equals to the high school, and we’re not to young for 
this or anything,” says unit 3 member, Lauren Hobson. 
The challenging material doesn’t seem to intimidate 
the students, nor the teachers. Mr. Fassold, the head 
We The People teacher at Fishers Junior High School, 
said “I am not afraid. They are not afraid of wading 
into black waters.” This message is close to ingrained 
in the weoples’ minds, along with the power Invictus. 
Although the team is feeling the pressure to win 

nationals, due to our school previous successes, 
the team is focusing on larger goals. “I do feel 
more pressure to preform based on our history, but 
I know Fassold and Sturgeon will be proud of us 
regardless,” said Allison VanDyke. This is because 
teachers Mr.Fassold and Mr. Sturgeon don’t care 
about winning, We The People means more to them 
than that. “They will become more civically educated 
, but I also believe that the process prepares students 
to work with others in a constructive way, teach them 
to critically think, improve their speaking skills, and 
make them better readers and writers,” stated Mr. 
Sturgeon, the We The People English teacher. Thuis 
outstanding group has grown so close considering 
they spend so much time together, whether they win 
or lose at nationals the Fishers Junior High School We 
The People team will still be victorious in each other’s 
minds. 



9

How Much Sleep Teens 
Really Need
By Colin Honeman

Have you ever wondered, are teens actually getting 
enough sleep? The short answer to that is obviously no. 
Studies have shown that the average teen gets about 7 hours 
of sleep, but everyone knows teens need 9. Sleep is crucial 
for every single activity you will ever do, and have already 
done in your life. Most doctors recommends that teens need 
to get at least 9 hours of sleep to function well in school 
and sports. How does good sleep and bad sleep impact 
you? Is it necessary to get good sleep and why do you even 
need to sleep? What does sleep actually impact? Numerous 
things back up the fact that sleep is very important. 
 The main reason why students are not getting 
enough sleep is because of biological sleep patterns. Nat-
urally, teens may find it difficult to go to bed much earlier 
than 11:00pm. With most teens waking up around 6 and go-
ing to bed later than 11:00, it’s no surprise why teens aren’t 
getting 9 hours of sleep, what most researchers recommend. 
Although most researches recommend 9 hours of sleep, 
they also say that 7 hours of sleep may be appropriate. A 
shocking study made public by the national Sleep foun-
dation showed that only around 15% of teens get enough 
sleep, meaning 85% don’t get enough sleep. This means 
that over 17 in 20 people are not getting adequate sleep. 
The average sleep per day teens get ends up being about 
6-7 hours, with outliers on either end of the bell curve. A 
study by the AASM (American Academy of Sleep Medi-
cine) said, “Sleeping less than seven hours per night on a 
regular basis is associated with adverse health outcomes, 
including weight gain and obesity, diabeties, hypertension, 
heart disease and stroke, depression and increased risk of 
death.” Another study done by the Journal of Adolescence 
Health stated that, “59% of teens are severly sleep de-
prived,” meaning they get less than 6 hours of sleep a night.  
Sleep is also very important. Without it, you could feel very 
deprived, or fatigued the next day. With schools starting so 
early, it’s difficult for many teens to get to bed in time to 
clock in 9 hours of sleep. 
 A very unique study made by the UCSD (Universi-
ty of California San Diego University), researched sleeping 
patterns on over 1 million people. This study found that it 
was possible to still be refreshed by getting as little as 5, 
and up to 7 hours of sleep over 9. The main secret, is qual-
ity of sleep over quantity. 5 hours of good sleep is better 
than 9 hours of sleep of tossing and turning. In fact, this 
same study showed that getting more than about 10 hours 
of sleep as a teen, could be a sign that your body needs 

Researchers have found that poor sleep relates to poor academic 
performance. In most cases, not getting enough sleep greatly 
hurts how well teens do in school. Photo: web.colby.edu

something or if you are stressed etc. Although this study 
showed you might not need 9 or 8 hours of sleep, it did 
agree with all of the studies, sleep is really good for you. 
This study also showed that insomnia is better than taking 
sleeping pills in terms of your long-term overall health. In-
somnia is an extended period of time where you aren’t able 
to fall asleep, something mentioned earlier regarding teens 
not being able to fall asleep past 11:00.  It also agreed with 
the fact that poor sleep directly correlates with poor test re-
sults. The reason why this evidence seems so heavy is that 
it was done on about 1.1M people, a very large number for 
one study. This may not be 100% accurate with the fact that 
is was done over a 6 year gap 30 years ago (1982-1988).
 Getting good sleep is essential for student’s suc-
cess. Good sleep helps you be more focused and willing 
to learn. It increases how athletic and strong you can be 
and enhances this. Most importantly for students, sleep has 
been proven to help you perform better in all areas for ed-
ucation. While injured or sick, getting enough sleep is cru-
cial. Sleep can help you repair a cut or something likewise 
faster, but also helps you get over an illness or cold faster 
as well. As well to this, good sleep can help you live longer, 
have healthier skin and makes you less likely to get cancer. 
Furthermore, getting good sleep helps prevent things like 
stroke, heart disease, or other similar heart problems. The 
better sleep you get allows your heart to be stronger, allow-
ing more blood to travel to further places with less pumps 
of the heart, also allowing you to live longer. Sleep also 
helps you recharge from a rough day, and bad sleep gives 
you an increased chance to have depression, something 
10-15% of teen’s experience. This percentage is pretty high 
considering of all people, this number is 9 %.(This number 
is lower because there are more people in the world than 
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Standardized Testing: 
Effective or Not
By Omar Tabar

 Is it time for a change with testing students? In a recent 
interview administered to students at Fisher’s Junior High, all 
the students that were interviewed said that they believed it was 
time for the school to change some rules around with testing and 
maybe include a new system for testing. The reason students have 
agreed standardized testing needs to change is because of the 
stress that it puts on them and the pressure them 
knowing that they have to do good sort of frightens them, “I’d 
rather be more relaxed,” stated one student interviewed.

Over the course of another week we decided to survey 
more students and results came out the same. Many students have 
all said that standardized testing is not good, and they would like 
to see a change in the testing system. How will the education sys-
tem effect this school and other schools will a new testing system 
have a positive impact will there be grater results with this new 
addition? 

To have school officials approve of a new testing system 
that would require factual evidence showing that students per-
form better with a different test than compared to standardized 
testing.to show them this proof we’d like to give the new tests 
to students and compile the results and see how they do showing 
these results can really put a difference on these tests and even 
get new tests added and standardized tests removed. 

A standardized test is any examination that’s adminis-
tered and scored in a predetermined, standard manner. There are 
two major kinds of standardized tests: aptitude tests and achieve-
ment tests.

Standardized aptitude tests predict how well students 
are likely to perform in an educational setting. The most common 
examples are the SAT-I and the ACT both of which attempt to 
forecast how well high school students will perform in college.
Standardized achievement-test scores are also what citizens and 
school board members rely on when they evaluate a school’s 
effectiveness. Nationally, five such tests are in use: California 
Achievement Tests, Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills, Iowa 
Tests of Basic Skills, Metropolitan Achievement Tests, and Stan-
ford Achievement Tests.

What standardized achievement tests are trying to do 
is to create assessment tools that permits someone to make a 
valid inference about the knowledge and/or skills that a given 
student possesses in a particular content area. More precisely, 
that inference is to be norm-referenced so that a student’s relative 
knowledge and/or skills can be compared with those possessed by 
a national sample of students of the same age or grade level.

Such relative inferences can be quite informative to 
parents and educators. For example, think about the parents who 
discover that their 4th grade child is performing really well in 
language arts (94th percentile) and mathematics (89th percentile), 
but rather poorly in science (39th percentile) and social studies 
(26th percentile). Such information can be helpful not only in 
dealing with their child’s teacher, but also in determining at-home 
assistance. Similarly, if teachers know how their students com-
pare with other students nationwide, they can use this information 
to devise appropriate classroom instruction.

The task for those developing standardized achievement 
tests is to create an assessment instrument that, with a handful of 
items, yields valid norm-referenced interpretations of a student’s 
status regarding a substantial chunk of content. Items that do the 
best job of discriminating among students are those answered 
correctly by roughly half the students. Developers avoid items 
that are answered correctly by too many or by too few students.
As a consequence of carefully sampling content and concentrat-
ing on items that discriminate optimally among students, these 
test creators have produced assessment tools that do a great job 
of providing relative comparisons of a student’s content mastery 
with that of students nationwide. Assuming that the national norm 
group is genuinely representative of the nation at large, then edu-
cators and parents can make useful inferences about students.

One of the most useful of those inferences typically 
deals with students’ relative strengths and weaknesses across 
subject areas. More often than not, however, these tests contain 
too few items to allow meaningful within-subject comparisons of 
students’ strengths and weaknesses.

A second kind of useful inference that can be based on 
standardized achievement tests involves a student’s growth over 
time in different subject areas. For example, let’s say that a child 
is given a standardized achievement test every third year. We 
see that the child’s percentile performances in most subjects are 
relatively similar at each testing, but that the child’spercentiles 
in mathematics appear to drop dramatically at each subsequent 
testing. That’s useful information.

Whether you think these tests are effective or not, they 
seem to be here to stay.

teens, and a high percentage of depressed people are also 
teens.)Someone from a body building website called Body-
Building.com, stated that, “Sleep is important because it 
affects our mental, physical, and emotional well-being. The 
benefits of good sleep can impact every moment of our day 
and every part of our life. Achieving good sleep is essential 
to both our activities and to our health.” 
 For everything you do in life, sleep is important. 
Getting good sleep determines your mood, how willing you 
are to do certain things and improves your mental status 
every day. As many people have said, sleep is the most 
important thing in the world. What’s shocking is that quan-
tity of sleep is overrun by quality, something many people 
thought to be false. Sleep is the overruling factor to many 
things, including your mood and your overall health. There 
are also a lot, too many to count, facts that prove that sleep 
is what many people need, and are missing out on. The 
big question that you should be asking yourself is, are you 
getting enough sleep? 
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A New U.S.: How New 
Political Ideologies will 
Revolutionize America
By: Adam Reed

As we move closer to the 2020 presidential election, we 
see that 17 candidates (excluding Trump, the current president) have 
already announced that they are running for the presidency. Since 
it’s still only early 2019, more politicians will surely announce 
their bids for the upcoming presidency. What isn’t unusual about 
the field of candidates so far is that they are primarily Democrats 
(considering that the president is a Republican, this makes sense). 
However, multiple factors do make this particular election a 
fascinating one, like the fact that more Republicans than the one 
already running against Trump might run against Trump going 
forward (John Kasich, for example).  Another factor that could 
affect this election differently than others is the high young voter 
turnout that could easily occur. This high turnout occurred during 
midterm elections in 2018, and with the even larger effect that the 
presidential election has in the public’s eyes, these results should 
be replicated. However, debatably the most important effect on the 
election is the high quantity of women and younger candidates, 
bringing new ideologies to the American political spectrum and 
possibly revolutionizing American politics forever. 
               The influence of new ideologies already being popularized 
in the political system. For example, a brand of fusion socialism 
entitled “democratic socialism” is being swiftly brought into the 
system by politicians such as Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, who has 
been popularized by her age alone and the connection she therefore 
has with fans, technology, and social media1 (she’s on her phone just 
as much as any other stereotypical millennial, and even had it out at 
the State of the Union that was conducted by Trump in early 2019). 
Many young voters seem to think that this is a good philosophy, 
as the ideology looks good on the surface (things such as free 
healthcare, college, and just an overall free lifestyle are promoted). 
However, not many of the voters in favor of this philosophy are 
thinking very critically about underlying problems possible with 
democratic socialism, such as the fact that the core foundation of 
democratic socialism is, you guessed it, socialism, and socialism’s 
foundation is for everybody to have the same quality of lifestyle, 
regardless of actual job skill or motivation to meaningfully 
contribute to the world.
             This lack of critical thinking can be a common theme 
with young voters on the left and right. Donald Trump and his 
supporters and haters are a great example of this. It seems that 
most of the younger demographic tends to dislike Trump almost 
disproportionately. An exit poll conducted by CNN in 2016 
concluded that out of a group of 110 18-29 year olds, 55 voted for 
Hillary Clinton, contrary to 36 voting for Donald Trump. This is 
a mixture of an uninformed younger demographic and some that 
are informed but are simply liberal leaning. However, the same 
theme is present with Trump’s supporters. Often times, some Trump 
supporters tend to think that everything he does is correct, even 

Politicians such as Bernie 
Sanders have 
popularized socialism for de-
cades, but now they’re a small 
part of the “fresh” movement.

Photo: Valley News 

though they might disagree with certain things he does. Although 
this goes beyond misinformation, it’s just as bad, almost wandering 
into the realm of worshipping Trump. 
              Looking at these patterns displayed by younger voters, 
there’s a good chance that these voting tendencies will not only 
affect the 2020 elections, but 2024 and 2028 (maybe even into the 
2030s), as the democratic socialist movement is just as popular, 
if not more, with gen z, who cannot vote yet (although there is a 
strong split in gen z between hard conservatism and hard liberalism/
democratic socialism).
              However, the young demographic of the voters and 
candidates is not by any means a fully bad thing. A positive coming 
out of so many young voters actually voting is that the ones that 
are legitimately informed are finally starting to attempt to see the 
changes they want to see in the country instead of merely sitting 
back and complaining about the problems in the U.S. This also 
connects to the younger candidates, who might be hurting the 
political outlook with some ideas, but refreshing it with others. 
Freshening of the American political system is necessary because 
many Americans feel like they should have a third option in 
presidential elections that will earn electoral votes and get more 
than 5% of the popular vote (2016’s most prominent third party 
candidate, Gary Johnson, received approximately 3% of the vote 
and got no recognition from the electoral college, yet in terms of 
popular vote he was the most popular third party candidate since 
Ross Perot in 1996). A great example of this necessity was the 2016 
presidential election. Many Americans felt that both major party 
candidates were bad picks, and therefore were more or less forced 
to choose the lesser of two evils, which likely left them feeling 
unsatisfied with their picks. This is a big reason that Gary Johnson 
even reached 3%.
             Before we make third parties prominent though, we should 
address some of the splits within the parties. Republicanism, in its 
current American state of being, is sometimes an example of this. 
As mentioned, another Republican is running against Trump for the 
election, which clearly shows some conflict in the party, as that’s 
at least one candidate who doesn’t support the candidate of his 
own party staying in power. More politicians from the party, such 
as John Kasich, are also being rumored to run. This also applies in 
the Democratic Party, where some liberals think that democratic 
socialism is getting a bit too drastic and drifting too far into the 
realm of socialism, rather than actually maintaining American 
Democratic ideas. This is where the ideas of making more parties 
prominent and realizing that splits within parties are occurring blur 
together to a degree: a possible third party could be founded based 
on combining the more moderate politicians from both parties, 
without any new ideology actually being added, or fourth and fifth 
parties could come into play and really start giving the American 
people a platter of options. All in all, the upcoming election should 
be a fascinating and influential election that could change America 
for the better or worse.
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BTS With The Best
By: Sarah Thompson

BTS, also known as Bangtan Sonyeondan, booked the 
Wembley Stadium for one of their many concerts. The Wembley 
Stadium can hold up to 90,000 people. In 90 minutes, it was sold 
out. Only a total of 13 artists have sold out Wembley Stadium, 
and BTS are the first Asian artists to do so. Going off of viagogo.
com, the ticket prices were originally from £50($65) to £175 
($228). There’s also usually tickets that give you a better view of 
the stage, that you can get for £200 ($261). However, supply and 
demand took their toll, and ticket prices rose from £215($281), all 
the way to £3037($3473). People were mad, to say the least. But, 
going off the original price, the average price per ticket is around 
£113 ($150). BTS & their company, BigHit, gained nearly 10.2 
million pounds. Which is almost 13.6 million USD. They also 
sold out huge stadiums all over, including Paris’ Stade de France, 
N.J.’s MetLife Stadium, Chicago’s Soldier Field and Los Angeles’ 
Rose Bowl Stadium. That brings it to a total (including Wembley 
Stadium) of 404,888 tickets sold. With a total of… £45,752,334. 
That’s approximately $60,808,512. And there’s still more stadiums 
all over the world not even mentioned. No wonder they wear so 
much designer clothes.
 

 A lot of people didn’t believe this could be possible. Prior 
to the whole affair, Twitter was filled with a lot of hate, and people 
saying that BTS were in way over their heads by even booking the 
Wembley Stadium. For example, one person tweeted, “Are they 
sure they have the fan base to sell out by Wednesday?” Anoth-
er fan, once Wembley was sold out, said, “I still can’t believe I 
doubted bts would be able to sell out wembley stadium and then 
they went and did it in 90 minutes.” Fans were shading anti’s by 
tweeting out #KARMAsianARMY. They flexed on the haters, 
being super proud of how the boys sold out their stadiums. Going 
back to Wembley, since the first dates sold out, BTS booked even 
more dates. Can you guess what happened next? They sold out the 
Wembley Stadium. For a second time! That’s incredible. 

 Getting another perspective on the matter, I 
decided to interview Thu-Hang Doan. She’s an 8th grader at FJHS, 
and a BTS fan. The first question asked was, “Did you know about 
BTS selling out big stadiums, worldwide?” 

She responded, “I didn’t know, but I’m not surprised.” 
The next question was, “What are your thoughts on the 

matter?”
Doan said, “I’m pretty happy about it, people tend to tell 

me not to listen to BTS because they’re ‘overrated’, but I think 
the fandom they’ve built came from hard work. Some members 
have come from poverty, dealt with eating disorders, and plenty 
other difficulties. They’ve earned the ticket sales.” She paused, 
but continued, “Not to mention the money they earn mainly goes 
to their producers, they are still relatively wealthy, but not as 
wealthy as most people think.” 

The next question was, “Have you ever seen a BTS 
show?” 

She said, “I have never been, but I’ve seen a recording 
in the movie theatre with my best friend and it was so surreal, so 
I can’t imagine how amazing it would be seeing them in person.” 

“What do you think of their work?” 
“Their work is much more in depth than most music 

groups. They’ve had a storyline in their music videos since 
their debut in 2013, fan theories, and even published novels and 
podcasts surrounding the theories. They have such a strong stage 
presence that many k-pop groups tend to lack. Their lightsticks 
connect to the stage and glow in sync with performances. This 
is accompanied by fan chants, letting fans interact. This is a lot 
more audience participation than the usual cheering and occa-
sional crowd signs. They have game events and online fan cafes 
to interact with fans. This isn’t meant to discredit other groups, it 
just shows how BTS is bringing creativity to the music industry.” 

Continuing with the interview, the 5th question I asked 
was, “BTS is claimed to be one of the biggest boy bands in the 
world, do you agree?” 

“Definitely. Most k-pop groups are only popular, pre-
dominantly, in Korea, with a couple international fans. No k-pop 
group has ever become so internationally recognized. They even 
beat Taylor Swift’s record of views in a day. Since BTS becoming 
the N.B.T. (Next Big Thing) on radio Disney in 2017, they’ve 
gained a popularity in the US, which began to quickly spread 
to international fame. You’ve probably heard of BTS, you mom 
knows BTS, your grandma knows BTS, your dog know BTS. I 
don’t even know if Putin likes music but he’s bopping to their 
concerts…probably. Their fame also supports other k-pop groups, 
once people discover BTS, they discover other groups like Pen-
tagon, MonstaX, EXO, Twice, etc. Essentially they’re a gateway 
drug to k-pop.” 

“What’s your favorite album? And your favorite song on 
that album?” 

“My favorite album is You Never Walk Alone, Or Love 
Yourself: Answer, my favorite song being I’m Fine. It really hurt 
me to choose. Their music inspires people to do voice covers, 
dance covers, instrumental covers. It even introduced me to the 
world of choreography. Before then all dance was to me was 
awkward shuffling in tap shoes with other 8 year olds because my 
mom wanted cute pictures for Facebook. Their music introduc-
es young audiences to so many possible hobbies, like singing, 
dancing, composing, etc. which can later become full on careers 
in the long run.” 

The last one was one of the harder questions, in my 
opinion, but she flipped out and excitedly answered, 

“Jungkook. He’s a good vocalist and a walking meme, 
he acts a lot like me sometimes.” From the eyes of an ARMY to 
the page of a school newspaper, BTS is, truly, the best. 

Photo: Vogue.comBTS receiving their Grammy.
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Dress Code: Good or 
Bad?
By: Jacob Klus

 According to the National Center for Education 
Statistics, in the 2015-2016 school year, 21 percent of 
students in public schools wore uniforms.  This seems like 
a low number but it is actually high. Many schools have a 
dress code because they feel it’s necessary. Most students 
believe that their dress codes aren’t fair because they can’t 
wear clothes they want to wear. Girls believe that they are 
targeted for wearing too tight of pants or not having the 
shoulder tip length. The shoulder tip length is a rule for the 
shirt width strap. Like no tank tops with too short straps in 
length. According to NEA Today’s “When School Dress 
Codes Discriminate”, officials and principals at schools 
say that too tight of pants are too “attractive”. Boys can’t 
concentrate and focus on their work during class. 

ADL, “Dress Codes,” many students believe they 
can’t practice their religion or wear anything with a symbol 
of their religion because of the school policy or dress code. 
Some students say that they can’t wear a necklace with a 
cross or any religion symbol shown. Some students are 
being suspended or being sent to in-school detention for 
just expressing their religion. Schools say that this is a rule 
because not every student believes in the same religion. 
Some students could be Hindu or Islam as others could be 
Christian or Jewish. Wearing religious clothing or items 
could offend other students.
 Girls track has to purchase different shorts for boys 
and girls (longer baggy shorts). This is because of this rule. 
This is also the same as tank tops. The length at the strap 
has to be wider. The girl’s shorts are longer as the boy’s 
shorts are like old 80’s clothes. Really short!

Many girls were suspended for having holes in 
their pants or their pants being too tight. Boys are getting 
suspended or being sent to detention because of “gang” 
related clothes. Everyone comes to school to get an 
education not to be sent to detention every day. Some may 
have to change clothes during school and wear sweat pants 
that might not fit. In Massachusetts, a school has 9 dress 
code rules and six of them are for girls. Only three rules for 
boys. Is this sexiest? Girls just want to be comfortable. 

Some schools have uniforms. For example, most 
private schools or school systems like Indianapolis Public 
Schools (IPS). It is easier with a uniform because you 
already know what to wear in the morning. When you get 
up in the morning you don’t have to take ten minutes to 
find a shirt and pants. But this makes you need to buy 2 or 

3 of the same exact shirts and shorts. This also means more 
laundry for parents. This is due to having to wear the same 
clothing every single day. Some families might not be able 
to keep up. Some school uniforms can be expensive too. 
Overpriced shorts for 20 dollars when you can get them 
at the store for about 10 dollars or shirts costing 30 when 
you could also get them for about 20 dollars. Many schools 
also want a specific color which could be hard to find in 
the correct size or just find in general. In gym we have to 
wear the same clothing every day so could this really be a 
problem.

After reading an article called “Tinker v. De 
Moines—Landmark Supreme Court Ruling on Behalf of 
Student Expression by ACLU.org, in 1969 some students 
wore armbands to school as a protest against violence and 
the Vietnam War. The students were suspended. This led to 
a file in court, the first dress code file to go to the Supreme 
Court. The family and students won the protest. This also 
became known as the first dress code law.

This could also lead to the law in some states over 
saggy pants. Some students are wearing sagging pants 
because of a rapper or their ideal. Others are trying to act 
cool or trying to express gang related things. In some states 
its law to not wear saggy pants. Some say it’s inappropriate 
or not polite. Others say they’re just expressing their 
personalities. Should this be a law or no? 

I heard a song called “Pants on the Ground” in 
English class. “Pants on the Ground” was written by 
Larry Plat. This song was sang on American Ideal about 
9 years ago. This song is written about someone walking 
around downtown with sagging pants, with their hat turned 
sideways, and a gold chain around their neck. The song 
expresses how they are trying to act cool but in reality, they 
look like a fool. What if he wasn’t trying to be cool and just 
wanted to express himself and his personality?

After conducting a poll in 2nd period (Mrs. Strole) 
and 5th period (Mrs. Smith), the boys had seven people vote 
yes, we should have a school dress code. Most students 
said we should have a dress code, but it should be as strong. 
“Somethings are bad and somethings are good but we 
shouldn’t ban all of it,” said Dylon Stoll. Twelve boys said 
no, we shouldn’t have a dress code. All the girls said no we 
shouldn’t have a strict dress code. “We shouldn’t have a 
dress code because we should be able to express ourselves 
or our personalities and not be worried about being dress 
coded when we go to school, and in the summer, girls can 
wear shorts,” said Marissa Weiger. This is because most 
of them said they can wear jeans or have their shoulders 
showing.
These are some of the students’ responses.  “Since I don’t 
think it affects boys very much, I don’t really have an 
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opinion on it,” said Adam Reed. “We shouldn’t have a 
dress code because we shouldn’t,” Waseem Nafiseh. “No, 
because people are different and with a school uniform 
everyone is wearing the same thing. People can’t be free,” 
E.J Darden. “No, because it’s important for everyone to 
express themselves and their personalities,” said Brie 
Brown.

Overall is a dress code needed? No. Students 
should be able to express their individual styles. Our rules 
need to be less strict. 

The Dress Code Photo: thedispatchonline.net

The Ethics of Genetic 
Engineering
By: Noah Halteman

One of the most controversial topics in the modern 
world is fast approaching. If we want to peacefully get 
through this time we need to get on the same page, and 
quick! The topic of genetic engineering is one that has 

been hotly debated for years now. Ready, or not, people 
are beginning to test the water and creating massive waves 
in effect. To fully understand both sides of the issue, we 
need to know what exactly it means to genetically modify 
something, and how it works. 
 The official definition of genetic engineering 
is: the deliberate modification of the characteristics of 
an organism by manipulating its genetic material. This 
means that genetic material is removed, then inserted into 
the gaps, in order to make the thing being edited more 
desirable in a specific way. The genes being inserted have 
to come from somewhere, these genes may come from 
many different places even other animal’s genes may be 
inserted. In some cases harmful diseases, such as HIV, 
have been repurposed so they can be inserted into the gaps. 
The current most powerful genetic engineering technology 
is called CRISPR (or Clustered Regularly Interspaced 
Palindromic Repeats) and actually works very similarly 
to a vaccine.  Basically, after your body is done fending 
off a disease or virus it has special genes that take a small 
portion of the disease/viruses DNA and stores it away in 
its genetic code. This may seem counterproductive, but 
your body does this so that next time the disease/virus 
shows up your body has a battle plan on how to fight it. 
What CRISPR does is takes advantage of this feature and 
weaponizes certain cells. It does this by inserting new DNA 
into the general area of the cell and allowing your body to 
insert it into itself, in theory, making you immune to the 
inserted disease.

The possibilities of this technology are basically 
limitless, almost any disease could be cured and eradicated 
in just a few generations. In this way it is almost possible 
to cheat our way out of a natural death. Unfortunately those 
scenarios are what could lead to catastrophic damage to 
the eco system and the world as we know it. Imagine that 
a swarm of genetically modified mosquitos are released, 
with the inability to carry Malaria or West Nile (both are 
potentially fatal diseases, which are transmitted primarily 
by mosquitos). Now imagine that a year or two later the 
mosquitos have successfully reproduced and passed on that 
gene. Now no mosquitos can carry the diseases anymore. 
Now imagine that the frogs that are supposed to eat the 
pests can no longer eat the mosquitos because of the new 
implanted genes. Now not only are the frogs dying out 
because one of their primary food sources has been taken 
away, but the mosquito population is booming. Because 
the frogs are no longer living the snakes that eat them are 
starving and have to resort to finding a new way to get 
food. So they instead start eating more of other animals, 
causing those animals predators to find some other sort of 
food.     See Page 20 to contine.
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Dance for Those Who 
Can’t 
By: Katy Delaney
 
 Dance for those who can’t at Fishers Junior High’s 
second annual Riley Dance marathon. A select few eighth graders 
helped run this event with Jenna Pyle, a senior from Fishers High 
School. They also had the help of some amazing Fishers Junior 
High teachers. Those teachers included Mr. Zino, Mrs. Watson, 
and Mrs. Oskay. Riley Dance Marathon includes dancing, food, 
and fun for all! This years Riley Dance Marathon took place on 
Wednesday, March 13, from 3-5 after school. 

The annual event had many things for students to do 
during the duration of the dance to keep them on their feet! 
First, they had a “make your teacher a mummy” game. Students 
wrapped some of their favorite teachers in toilet paper and 
some of the teachers even chased the students around! Students 
and participants also learned a dance that was led by the Riley 
Dance Marathon committee. There was a photo booth where 
participants could take pictures at. Participants could guess how 
many candies were in a jar and the person who guessed the 
closest won the candy. Students received a t-shirts when they paid 
$10 for admission, shirts and food. Katherine Beck attended the 
Riley Dance Marathon and was also a part of the Riley Dance 
Marathon committee. Katherine said “My favorite part of the 
Riley Dance Marathon was seeing everyone enjoy raising money 
for Riley Children’s Hospital.”
 This event first started in 1991. According to IUDM.org 
an Indiana University Student, Jill Stewart, started The Indiana 
University Dance Marathon. She wanted to honor her friend 
and AIDS patient, Ryan White. She also wanted to raise funds 
and awareness for pediatric care. Unfortunately, Ryan died one 
year before the first Dance Marathon took place. In the short 
period of 27 years, The Indiana University Dance Marathon has 
raised over 32 million dollars for the amazing Riley Children’s 
Hospital. Since this event has started, more than 60 high schools 
and college programs have started to participate in this amazing 
cause. During the Riley Dance Marathon, students are on 
their feet the entire time. Dances and games are learned by the 
participants to keep them on their feet for the whole marathon. 
College and high school students who participate are on their feet 
for many hours. “Mini marathons” like the one at Fishers Junior 
High School usually last anywhere from 1 to 3 hours.
 Riley Hospital For Children has a big role in helping 
find cures for childhood diseases. Riley also helps treat children 
for whatever their disease is. Riley Hospital doesn’t care what 
race or religion you are, they believe that all children were 
created equal. Families turn to Riley to help heal their child of 
disease and hardships. The ultimate goal is that these kids have 
a healthy and happy childhood. According to Riley Children’s 
Foundation, Riley Children’s Hospital tends to 300,000 children 
per year. Riley Children’s Hospital serves all children from new 
born baby’s to adults. These kids come from all over the country 
but they mainly come from Indiana. Riley opened in 1924 as 
the states first hospital exclusively for children. According to 

The Riley Dance Marathon committee relays how much money 
they raised.     Photo: Kennedy Terhune

Riley Children’s Health, Riley is the only Indiana hospital that is 
nationally ranked by the U.S. News and World Reports as one of 
the best children’s hospitals in the nation.
 Fishers High School Riley Dance Marathon is on a 
much larger scale than the one at Fishers Junior High. All of 
the money raised from the  “mini marathons” around the area is 
sent to Fishers High School. Jenna Pyle is a senior from Fishers 
High School who helped a lot with the making of this years Riley 
Dance Marathon. She also had some of the other people from 
the high school committee come help at the event. When asked 
how Fishers High School Riley Dance Marathon is different 
from Fishers Junior High Riley Dance Marathon, she said, 
“Riley Dance Marathon at the high school is pretty much an all 
year thing. More sporting events are dedicated to Riley Dance 
Marathon. Also, the committee is much larger with over 200 
people. We also have more specific jobs within the committee.” 
Kennedy Terhune who is in the eighth grade was on this years 
Riley Dance Marathon committee. Kennedy said, “It was nice to 
be apart of something that was not for my benefit. I’m involved 
with a lot of extra curricular activities and they are all for my 
benefit, but I thought that this was something I could do for 
someone else.” When Kennedy was asked what advice she has 
for seventh graders who want to participate in the planning of 
next years Riley Dance Marathon, she said, “Be ready to work. 
Don’t do it just to do it, it is for a good cause. You are going to 
have to be comfortable with going around and advertising it and 
trying to get people to come. You have to be ready to put in the 
work. You can’t just do it to mess around and lead the Dance.”
 Riley Dance Marathon is a great way to get involved 
with the school and meet new people who have similar interests 
as you. Not only is Riley Dance Marathon for a good cause, but 
it is a fun event that all participants enjoyed being a part of. Riley 
Children’s Hospital has been so good to many families with sick 
children who want to have a better life. The least that we can 
do for these amazingly strong people is to give back through 
our generosity. This years Riley Dance Marathon was very 
successful. Our school raised $ 3,178.52 for the children of Riley 
Children’s hospital. Thank you to all of the students, staff, and 
parents who helped make Riley Dance Marathon a success. Let’s 
dance for those who can’t at next years Riley Dance Marathon.
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some students start taking their lunch because they aren’t getting 
the food they want. This is one way the school can possibly lose 
money, by students not eating school lunch anymore. It is not 
just running out of entrees either. This goes back to the topic of 
school lunch prices. This is also a reason for the school to lose 
money. By kids not eating school lunch because of the food item 
prices. Some parents can afford normal school lunch prices, but 
not lunch and an extra. Lunch and one extra can cost as much 
as $3.75. Lunch, a snack and a dessert can cost close to $5. You 
can eat out at some places for less than $5! The prices are not the 
school’s fault.  It is just one of the ways the government has to 
profit from public school lunches.
 Another thing FJH Students want changed is restrictions 
during the two minute warning. One of the restrictions during 
the two minute warning is you can’t use the bathroom. FJH 8th 
grader Colin Honeman wants this rule changed. “I want to finish 
my lunch and to do so it takes me up to the two minute warning,” 
he says. “I also want to be able to use the bathroom during the 
two minute warning. I want to because after lunch I don’t have 
time to use the bathroom because I have to get back to class.” 
For some kids, lunch is the only time they are able to use the 
bathroom. Maybe using the bathroom and going to their locker 
can’t be done in 5 minutes for some kids. Another rule some 
students want changed is the dismissal time. Tables start getting 
dismissed right after lockdown. Some students want some time 
to finish putting things away and getting ready to go before they 
are dismissed. Sometimes I’ll see a table get dismissed and there 
is still that one kid who hasn’t left yet because they have to put 
everything back into his or her lunch box. An extra minute or two 
to allow for cleanup would be nice right after lockdown.
 Lunch items should be classified based on portion. But 
at FJH, all snacks are under one category. That means all snacks 
are worth $1.00, no matter what the portion size of the snack is. 
Fruit snacks are same price as a bag of chips. In a fruit snack 
container there are anywhere from 10-15 gummies. There are 
also 10-15 chips in the average chip bag, but chips are exponen-
tially bigger than gummies. Especially big chips such as Doritos. 
Doritos can be much more filling than fruit snacks, yet fruit 
snacks are still the same price as a filling bag of chips. So are the 
muffins. The muffins in the cafeteria can be eaten in less than 10 
bites. But they are still classified as a snack, so they are still a 
dollar. Also, lunch should be different from getting lunch without 
a milk. Not everybody gets milk at school because maybe some 
kids are allergic to dairy or simply do not like milk. So why are 
they still getting charged the normal lunch price of $2.75? They 
can’t get another drink because another drink such as apple juice 
or water costs an extra $1.00. Not a lot of students are going to 
spend an extra dollar on a water when they either go to the water 
fountain or spend that extra dollar on more food such as chips or 
a dessert.
 The school needs money to profit from school lunch-
es and the kids eating at school. With prices rising and some 
portions going down, school lunches can be less for your money. 
Some students also want some changes to be made in terms of 
lunch organization. These changes and points on prices are hoped 
to be mentioned in the future for better lunch organization at FJH.

School Lunches Less for 
your Buck?
By: Akheil Paul
 
 

     Photo: Spoonuniveristy.com

 How much are you paying for school lunch? Are you 
paying close to $2.75? That is the price of the average lunch at 
Fishers Junior High School. In 2003, the regular price for school 
lunches in schools around the U.S. was $1.43. That’s nearly a 
100% increase in school lunch price in just 15 years. If one thing 
is for certain, it’s that money is needed for multiple reasons by 
schools and the government.
 Every year, the federal government funds school lunches 
in schools around the country by spending $12.7 billion. Around 
5 billion lunches are served in the U.S. annually. The amount of 
U.S. school lunch food thrown away annually costs $1.2 billion. 
The federal government isn’t just losing money on food thrown 
away. 25 million of the 30 million kids who participate in buying 
school lunch have either free or reduced price lunch. That’s why 
the prices for school lunch are getting higher and higher. They 
try the make the most money out of the 5 million kids around 
the country who get normal priced lunch. At FJH, cookie prices 
have gone up 25 cents as well as bags of chips. That makes lunch 
and a bag of chips $3.75. Lunch, chips, and a cookie will cost 
you $4.50. The government needs to fund off of school lunches. 
Charging 5 million kids around the country $4 to $5 a day is the 
easiest way for them to do it. Sticking a different price tag on all 
the food items is easier than shipping more foods to every school 
in the country. As long as millions of kids around the country and 
the majority of kids at FJH keep buying school lunch, the prices 
are only going to increase in the future.
 Students at FJH want improvement on the lunch orga-
nization. “We need an extra 10 minutes of lunch,” says FJH 8th 
grader Brady Schmidt, “Dismissal for tables to go to the lunch 
lines vary every day. If you are the last table to get dismissed, you 
may only have 10 minutes to eat.” There are around 10-12 lunch 
tables in the FJH cafeteria. For some kids it could take as long as 
15 minutes before they get their food. This is understandable why 
more and more students want longer time to eat. Sometimes when 
the last tables get dismissed, the cafeteria may run out of one of 
the entrees. This is bad for the school because they may have 

Typical lunch in the U.S.
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On a Different Note
By: Shea Owens

Great, extraordinary, and phenomenal! Those 
are all words to describe the choir concert that 
happened on Tuesday, March 12th. Beautiful smiles, 
angel like singing, and maturity all made it a better 
show. Students from 7th and 8th grade performed many 
songs for judges.There are four individual choirs at 
Fishes High School. They are the students of Voices, 
Melody, Sound, and Sensation put in a ton of work 
to make the concert an enjoyable experience. They 
worked for 7 to 9 weeks to make their songs perfect, 
and it really showed!

The students put in a lot of effort to make the 
concert great. They practiced for months to get perfect 
harmony and to get every word right, but so did Mrs.
Baney. Mrs.Baney was introduced to music at a young 
age. She stared learning how to play piano at age six. 
Her mother was her inspiration for who she is today. 
Mrs.Baney has been teaching music for thirty-three 
years, and wow! She is amazing at it. For the latest 
concert the students performed many great songs. Mrs.
Baney said the biggest improvement for her was being 
able to select the right songs for her students’ choir. 

When the concert was about to begin the 
students performing in the concert were very 
professional. They rose out of there seats without 
talking to there neighbor, and swiftly and nicely 
proceeded to make there way to the risers. They all 
had amazing posture and no one was messing around. 
When they were singing they all looked happy to 
be there, and like they genuinely liked to sing. My 
personal favorite song that they performed was called 
“Lift Thine Eyes” it was a challenging piece that the 
sensation choir performed very well. They had really 
nice crescendos and fantastic harmony. When all the 
choirs joined together for a song it was like angels 
singing. All the choirs combined and sang “There 
Has to Be a Song” it was a very good ending to a 
lovely evening. Their harmony was perfect, and they 
all blended perfectly. During the performance the 
audience was very pleased. They all had smiling faces 
and probably also had joyful hearts.

The music wasn’t the only thing that was 
good about the concert. The outfits were also great. 

Sensation choir was wearing long black dresses with 
sequence on the top of the dress. To top it off they 
wore black shoes. The girls from the other choirs 
wore something a little different they also had black 
dresses, but they were wearing red sequence belts 
with there dress instead of having silver sequence 
on top of the dress. The boys were wearing black 
suits some of the boys were wearing red vest to go 
with it and others were wearing red overalls. Just 
like the girls, to top it off they wore black shoes.

Many students and parents commented on 
the experience of the concert. Here are some of the 
comments: 

“As a whole choir I feel we performed 
great. We did a lot better today at the concert than 
we did in class. Even though we did really well at 
the concert I think with a little more practice we 
could have done better with the blend.” Ava Korkan 
commented. 

“It was a fun concert! We had a good time. 
We put in a lot of hard work and it really payed off. 
We could have worked on phrasing a little more, 
but overall we had a lot of improvements,” Melody 
Garbevoling said. 

Mrs.Calhoun commented, “I  was stunned 
by how amazing the kids performed! They did an 
amazing job! Sensation choir was my favorite group 
to listen to. They had very good harmony.” 

Mr.Calhoun replied, “I have heard many 
choirs perform at different schools. They were good 
but this choir group is amazing! They have very 
good harmony and they left me speechless.”

Photo: Vectorstock.com
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Hillary Hata responded, “The choirs were great 
together! I love there sound. They blended really well 
and I can’t wait to hear what they sing next!” 

Khila Calhoun remarked, “WOW! You’re 
choir sounded great. You’re sound is so mature with 
very good harmony. Keep up the work!” 

Finally Andi said,  “I had a lot of fun 
performing the the songs. I was very nervous to sing   
at first, but it was a lot of fun. I can’t wait to learn the 
new songs for our next concert.”

In choir for preparation we start off by getting 
are folders, which hold are music. Second we start 
warming up our voices. We do this so we  can have 
the best sound as possible. After we are done we go 
in to groups (altos and sopranos) to work together on 
our music. We work on the song for around fifteen 
minutes. Then we all gather together again to discuss 
what we need to work on and measures in the song 
that we didn’t get. After Mrs.Baney  is done helping 
us with the music we either split up again or she will 
go through the song. Once we finish learning the 

song we usually keep singing and figure out what we 
need to improve. The things we could improve could 
be harmony, balance, volume, and etc. After we are 
done, she usually assigned us to practice the song a 
couple of times at home so we are prepared to sing at 
the concert.At the end of class we get the website for 
where the song is and wait to be dismissed. Overall, 
that is what a average day in choir is like. We warm 
up, practice the songs, make improvements, study the 
song, and repeat.
Choir is is a very good way to express emotion . 
Amazing. That was how to describe the concert and 
the class. There were were many amazing songs 
performed by all of the choirs. Everyone was very 
professional and they were dressed to impress. They 
sounded like angels and if there next concert is  as 
good as this one they are in for a win! Overall, this 
was a concert to keep in the books. 

All of the choirs (Sound, Melody, Voices, and Sensation)warming up for there performance in the gym.   
                                 Photo: Shea Owens
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SAFE... Enough?
By: Lydia Lytle

A third-grade student hides under his desk during safety drill in a 
California classroom.   Photo: motherhoodthetruth.com
    

Have you ever come to school ever thinking your 
safe enough? Do you ever feel that sensation in your gut that 
something might be wrong? Maybe you think the teachers aren’t 
telling you something. Or maybe you think you shouldn’t tell the 
teachers something? These types of questions always go into a 
cycle leading back to that one question “Are we safe enough at 
school?”. Well are you? 

864,900 violent school incidents have happened in the 
United States, in about 83,600 schools. This is why we have 
school drills. The United States is currently trying to prevent 
these violent incidents from ever happening. But it’s not just 
students getting hurt from shooters. It’s also natural disasters 
damaging the schools. Schools can take months to years trying to 
recover from natural disasters. Any of the 50.4 million students 
within the United States can be affected by just one of these 
violent incidents, even indirectly. So, are we safe enough?

School Drills are supposed to be a way to keep everyone 
at the school safe… but do they? On February, 14 2018 there was 
a school shooting at Stoneman Douglas High School a Florida 
school. At this incident a student named Nikolas Cruz was the 
shooter and killed 17 students and teachers. The majority of these 
students and teachers were killed by a school alarm, the fire drill. 
In this drill anyone can pull down a lever activating the alarms 
having everyone know that there is a fire in the building. Well 
in this school shooting, he pulls the fire alarm and the majority 
of those students and teachers that were killed came out and got 
shot.

Because of that fire alarm drill, every single school in 
the United States has to have the announcer say if there is a fire 
or not before evacuation. It made a lot of people question if we 
were making these drills right.

Imagine you are in a school in a dark closet. Adrenaline 
is pumping in your veins as you are hiding from a supposed 
shooter. All of the sudden you hear the fire alarms. You are 
contemplating going with your friend or else you would be alone. 
He tells you “come on, we’re going to make it out.” You go and 
right as you leave the dark closet you see the dark figure of a 
student with a gun up the hallway. You know it’s to late as the 
student turns around. The student was the kid in your first period. 
You never said “Hi” or “How was your day?” Then *POW* your 
struck in the abdomen, you feel a sharp pain, and the lights fade.

That is a fictional story but likely feels way to real for 
some unfortunate students in real life. There is a solution to a lot 
of these problems. The answer is to be kind to each other, treat 
each other with respect, celebrate our differences and simply be 
friendly.

If your nice it’s scientifically proven that students are 
less likely to commit suicide or commit in a school shooting, 
or get into drugs. But there is a weakness to this. A mean or 
violent act is mostly more memorable than a nice act. That makes 
everyone more vulnerable to become a victim. That is one huge 
reason why we’re not safe at school. All those drills are actually 
just trying to keep us safe. Those certain incidents are not because 
of the drill formations or the certain security guards or officers 
or teachers. it’s because of us, you reading this. To prevent those 
acts from ever happening we can just say or do something nice 
or kind, just as simply as helping pick up the books someone has 
dropped, or walking over and saying “I like your outfit, it’s really 
cool.” 

Let’s say this, there is one kid who is in your class. 
She has no friends and her home life is hard. No one talks to her 
because she wears old clothing. You feel bad and you ask her if 
she wants to sit with your friends at lunch. She is ecstatic and 
says “Yes!”. It turns out she was a really cool person and she 
liked the same show as you. You later became friends. Little did 
you know that without that one act of kindness she would’ve 
got into drugs and would sell them in your school ruining other 
students futures including her own. Now what if that was Hitler, 
what if maybe he could’ve gotten help as a young kid and 
fifty million people wouldn’t have died. Now that is called the 
butterfly effect, where one small thing can change the future for 
the best or the worst. If you cause a chain reaction in a butterfly 
effect by an act of kindness, it’s most likely the future will be a 
better place. 

By doing those simple acts of kindness you help prevent 
people from hurting others or themselves, you prevent most of 
those bad incidents that could have happened, you could have 
saved hundreds by one simple friendly act. Even though no one 
can prevent those incidents of a natural disaster or a nuclear war, 
you can always help at least a few.

What else can we do to? If we follow the school rules 
and keep ourselves the safest as possible as we can, we will 
be almost certain to survive. As cliche as it seems, following 
the school rules and calming down, listening to your teachers 
instructions, will most likely keep you the safest at a school.  
Did you know that locking the door is proven to keep students 
the safest when your in a school shooting? At one point not one 
school threat had hurt anyone while they were in the locked 
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This keeps the whole chain reaction going until the 
world’s ecosystem is so drastically changed that humans are no 
longer at the top of the food chain. Don’t even get me started on 
the destructive capabilities of the new terrifyingly large mosquito 
population. Yes, that is an extreme example, but it is possible 
and if we are not careful with how we use this technology quite 
plausible.

Not only are the destructive potentials getting it the way 
of a genetically modified world, but the very idea raises so many 
ethical inquiries. One ethical problem with genetic engineering is 
consent, because if you genetically modify an embryo to make it 
taller (this is a highly possible scenario that scientists are debat-
ing), what if it turns out that the child didn’t want to be super tall. 
You can’t change it back, and now the rest of their offspring and 

their offspring’s offspring have to deal with that, even though it 
wasn’t their choice. There are many  religions (such as: Judaism, 
Islam, and some branches of Christianity) that believe that genet-
ic modification is undoing the work of God, and is unacceptable 
in any way. Another very dystopian possibility, is that we end 
up with a divided society. One which is split into those who can 
afford genetic enhancement, and those who can’t. Even with 
these concerns, a lot of foods that we eat have been modified or 
crossbred in some way. Groups such as the Sierra Club have been 
arguing for years against it. Still, despite people’s best efforts 
genetic engineering will continue and change because in the 
words of American journalist Michael Specter, “All the food we 
eat, whether Brussel sprouts or pork bellies, has been modified by 
mankind. Genetic engineering is only one particularly powerful 
way to do what we have been doing for eleven thousand years.” 
 With so much against it genetic engineering has so much 
for it as well. This being said, both sides of the argument are 
going to have to come together and compromise before things get 
out of control. So far over forty countries have officially passed 
laws restricting or banning genetic modification. Many don’t 
think that this is the right step to take because they think that 
passing a law making it illegal is just going to make people get 
more experimental and reckless with it.  One other compromise 
would be to place restrictions on what is allowed to be edited like 
if editing was aloud on plants, but not animals. A similar example 
would be to allow editing without allowing the use of germline 
(a type of editing that is almost guaranteed to pass onto future 
generations) that way most ,if not all, changes are temporary. 
 The world is going to be experiencing some big changes 
pretty soon. When those changes come knocking on humanities 
metaphorical door, we are going to need some sort of defense to 
ward off the dangers that come with it. Unfortunately not enough 
people seen informed or motivated enough to get together and 
think of a plan. As human beings we need to be able to work 
together and avoid the problems of tomorrow. Or else tomorrow’s 
problems may end up being our last problems.

Ethics of Genetic Engineering Cont. from page 14

Shown above is the process where a cell is combining with the inserted.  Photo: addgene.org

room.
“TORNADO!” a kid screams as all the students look out 

the window. You see this gigantic twister as you hear the tornado 
drills go off. Your teacher tells you to go out the door to the 
lockers. You do so as your classmates fastly walk out the door. 
You cover your head as everyone bunkers down. You do as what 
is told as you hear the roof flying away and the howl of the wind. 
After the tornado has left the teachers tell you not to move. There 
is a lot of ceiling debris. You then hear a sigh from a teacher. 
Congratulations you survived.

In a tornado drill the best thing you can do is follow 
the rules and listen to your teachers. How else would they keep 
hundreds of students safe? If the school made a bunker just for 
tornados it would cost way to much money and cause other 
problems about schools in different parts of the United States. 

All of these things lead back to what we said in the 
beginning, “Are we safe enough at school?” The answer is yes!... 
but under certain circumstances, if your kind enough, and if you 
follow the rules you will be more likely to be safe at school.
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An Alternative Way of Thinking
By: Brady Schmidt

You may think that the world will never run out of products such as coal, oil, and natural gas. The sad truth is that we will, 
and when we do there needs to be another way to power our cars, homes, and everything we use these fossil fuels for.

Some alternative energy sources are already being used in the world such as wind power, solar power, and tidal power which 
uses water to generate energy. Although these alternative sources are being used, fossil fuels are the most popular power sources used. 
According to www.eia.gov the three major fossil fuels, petroleum, natural gas, and coal combined for about 77.6% of the U.S primary 
energy production in 2017.

There are many ways that fossil fuels hurt the environment. First, transporting fuels can cause pollution and if spilled can be 
very toxic. If the fuels get in the water it can kill many animals including the fish living in the water and the animals drinking out of 
it. When fuels are burned, they emit toxins that can be harmful to wild and plant life, even human life. Look at New Delhi, pollution 
is ruining their society. It’s cloudy every day there and people can hardly see. The worst part is that some people wear masks so they 
don’t breathe in the toxic chemicals. The people of New Delhi can thank fossil fuels for their atrocious living conditions and poor 
sights. Fossil Fuels also somewhat cause global warming which is slowly melting and possibly destroying the Earth. 

Alternative energy will have both positive and negative effects for the environment. The positives are that we are using most-
ly unlimited sources such as solar power, wind power, and tidal power. This means that we don’t have to pay people to gather the fuels 
for us or even to search for them and they will never run out. Another positive is that we don’t have to rely on other countries to sell 
fuels to us. Renewable energy also has many more environmental benefits. Less fossil fuels will mean better air quality for us and oth-
er wildlife. Better wildlife is also better for us because it keeps the animals we use for food and the plants we use for oxygen healthy.

There are many positives to alternative energy, but there are also negatives. Some of the negatives include higher upfront 
cost, dependency on weather, and storage capabilities. Higher upfront cost means it would be very hard and expensive for everyone to 
switch to a renewable energy source. According to inhabitat.com it would cost 29.46 trillion pounds or roughly 38.95 trillion dollars 
to switch the whole world to renewable energy. Renewable energy would also be dependent on weather. Some days it will be cloudier 
than others which would affect solar power. Some days it will be windier than others which will affect wind and possibly tidal power. 
Lastly is storage capabilities. Where will everyone keep their solar panels or how will we deliver energy from the ocean or from a 
power plant to our homes and businesses? Where will the possible thousands of windmills go when every countryside is turning into a 
city? There are sure to be issues with the switch to alternative energy. Does alternative energy have more positives or negatives? I’ll let 
you decide.

The battle of power: fossil fuels vs renewable energy. Pollution and fossil fuels or solar and wind power?
  Photo:  duexpress.in
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           Photo: Householdenergy.com

An Alternate way of Thinking Cont. from page 21

Although most companies are focusing on the fossil fuel industry there are still companies getting ahead of the game with 
alternative energy. According to climaterealityproject.org some companies that use renewable energy to power their business are Intel, 
Kohl’s, The NHL or National Hockey League, Walmart, and Apple. Also according to climaterealityproject.org, Intel is the nation’s 
largest voluntary corporate purchaser of green power and has been for the last 4 years. Next is Kohl’s. Of Kohl’s 1,160 stores, 1,001 of 
them are Energy Star-certified. 163 of their locations have on-site solar panels. Ken Bonning, Kohl’s senior executive vice president, 
stated, “We aim to be a corporate sustainability leader, which is demonstrated in our commitment to on-site generation through our 
solar program and a continued investment in support of green power.” The National Hockey League or NHL is also a user of green en-
ergy. The NHL uses green energy because winter sports and the communities the NHL supports are all being affected by global warm-
ing. As I mentioned earlier, one of the negatives to fossil fuels is global warming. The NHL isn’t only helping the environment by 
protecting it, but is also giving to it. The NHL has restored almost 50 million gallons of clean water into water sources such as rivers 
and streams since 2011. In 2015 the NHL became the first professional sports organization to make the EPA’s Green Power Partnership 
National Top 100 list. They were ranked the 17th largest user of green energy in the United States.

Walmart is a supporter of green energy and is a passionate one too. Walmart has a goal to be powered 100% on green energy, 
an “aspirational goal of achieving zero waste across our global operations,” and wants to stop greenhouse gas emissions. “More and 
more companies like Walmart are realizing that wasting less energy isn’t just good for the planet, it’s good for business,” stated Presi-
dent Obama in a speech about his energy plan. Last but not least, Apple. Apple is one of the most well-known companies in the world 
and they are also a supporter of renewable energy. Apple has a new main campus in Cupertino, California that is going to run on 100% 
renewable energy. To power the giant campus on all renewable energy will take a lot of power, but Apple has a solution. They will get 
their power from one of the largest onsite solar installations on the Earth. Apple’s Vice President for Environment, Lisa Jackson said, 
“Apple is committed to running on 100% renewable energy, and we’re happy to stand beside other companies that are working toward 
the same effort.”

There are many different ways that we can power things we use, but renewable energy is something we have to consider in 
the long run. Fossil fuels will eventually run out and we need to be prepared for when the day comes. There are many reasons to like 
fossil fuels and many reasons to dislike them. There are many reasons to like renewable energy sources and many reasons to dislike 
them. Which will suit us better for life on our planet Earth?

Alternative energy sources available to the consumer.
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ANTI-VACCINATION 
AND WHY IT DOESN’T 
WORK
By Braedon Matthews

The topic of anti-vax is quite disputed, and is also 
relatively hot right now in news and culture. The excuses 
and myths keep building up, causing the community to 
grow, influence spreading everywhere. Without vaccine 
in these families, there are long-dead viruses and diseases 
coming back and affecting others. It’s pretty much like 
crossing a river on a bridge versus swimming across, while 
bleeding in crocodile-infested waters. 

The #1 reason is most likely that vaccines cause 
autism, a developmental disorder in children that may 
cause disruption of many of the basic human needs and 
senses. However, many scientists and experts have said 
that absolutely zero vaccines have caused autism and that 
it was a rumor that was treated by fact to get people to 
convert to the anti-vaccine way of life. Another common 
misconception is that by going anti-vax, nobody vaccinated 
would be affected if any illness were to be contracted by 
another. This is completely wrong, as vaccinated people 
are now getting diseases that they were prepped against, 
but not fully protected. Over the years, there have been 
over 9,000 deaths from no vaccination against diseases and 
sickness. This movement is a fire that is just being fueled 
by parents and adults who think that alternative medicine is 
more effective than vaccines. A few diseases that have been 
making a comeback thanks to anti-vaccination are Measles, 
Mumps, Whooping Cough and Chicken Pox. Another 
reason people aren’t being vaccinated is because they say 
vaccines are useless and unnecessary. This makes no sense 
because vaccines either weaken the disease significantly or 
kill off the disease. It’s kill or be killed when it comes to 
vaccination.  

The community seems to be growing more and 
more, but this movement is incredibly dangerous and could 
bring back more dead diseases. One story we saw in 2018 
was the story of Ethan Lindenberger, an Ohio teen whose 
mom was anti-vax. On his 18th birthday, he finally got 
vaccinated for everything he could. He resorted to social 
media site Reddit to try and get advice and help. “My 
parents are kind of stupid,” he wrote. “God knows how I’m 
still alive,” reports CBS news. Later, in the month of March 
of 2019, Ethan testified against his mother on not getting 
him vaccinated. Nowadays, there are cases of several 

families being fact-checked by their teenagers in the topic 
of anti-vaccination. Ethan also testified against the groups 
on the internet on platforms like Facebook and Instagram 
who spread misinformation. Vaxopedia reports that the 
Lindenberger parents have separated from Ethan, almost 
ditching him for their other two kids. OF course everyone 
should have their own beliefs, but you shouldn’t make this 
drastic of a change because of some dispute over medical 
issues or opinion.

Upon the reaches of the internet, anti-vaxxers are 
the laughing stock of many because of how unreasonable 
some are. The reasoning of many is undeniably incorrect, 
showing how fast misconceptions can and will spread. 
The video-sharing juggernaut YouTube has started 
demonetizing any and all content promoting the spread 
of the anti-vax movement. Amazon has been taking down 
books and other items related to alternative medicine for 
vaccines and autism curing. 

There could be a lot of harm done to a large 
amount of people if this is not stopped soon. Schools have 
started to have a vaccine-bypass so that kids who have 
not been vaccinated can now be let into the administration 
of the school. Most diseases target the elderly as they are 
starting to not obtain much physical activity or proper 
exercise, making it easier to be brought down or killed. The 
other target would be children, as they are still developing 
to be stronger to handle these occasions easily. Some of 
the most susceptible to the anti-vax community are new 
parents, as they don’t want to risk their brand new child of 
death or a mental and physical disability. The movement 
is claiming more and more, making more believe the false 
facts being spread everywhere. Anti-vaxxing is a death trap 
for cities. If one person contracts a disease, they become 
what is called “patient zero”. This is basically where the 
outbreak can be stopped if recognized early or it can be 
spread everywhere if it goes unseen. The disease will 
basically spread like a wildfire, destroying any cell it hits, 
killing if it is lethal. The disease could just infect the city, 
letting it get out of hand just because of a butterfly effect 
caused by a single person.
There have been a number of famous anti-vaxxers that have 
almost gone under the radar in ways. Mahatma Gandhi said 
“I am and have been for years a confirmed anti-
vaccinationist. Anti-vaccination has no backing from the 
orthodox medical opinion. A medical man who expresses 
himself against vaccination loses caste. Tremendous 
pecuniary interests too have grown around vaccination.” 
This point that he is trying to get across is that this costs 
money and social reputation. Of course it costs money but 
it will be worth it because it could save you a trip to the 
hospital. Besides, you may have a little bit of spare change 

This infographic shows the statistics of anti-vax claims, myths 
and the effectiveness of vaccines. Infographic made by the health-
care Management Degree Guide.  Photo: medicaldaily.com
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laying around from no vaccines, about $136 to be exact. 
For what it is, that isn’t much. The average hospital trip 
costs about $10,000 a week. Being vaccinated is so much 
easier and faster than potentially staying a while in the 
hospital. From a financial standpoint, it works.

The science behind a vaccine is basically the 
doctors inject a dead virus or disease for a false alarm. 
Another way to say it is basically preparing your immune 
system to fight this or protect you completely. It really 
just depends on your biology and how you specifically 
function. If you are not prepared to fight or be protected, 
you will most likely not be able to make it out. If you 
aren’t vaccinated, you can’t be protected. There are some 
vaccines that will protect you from body and immune 
system-destroying viruses that could kill you, ending your 
life. They help you in ways you may never even begin to 
fathom. Currently, at the time this paper is being written, 
there is an outbreak forming down in the southern state of 
Texas. Vaccine hesitancy is basically just outright refusal 
of vaccines for made-up properties and symptoms that 
have never happened. At the time of March 6th, 2019, there 
have been 20 states so far advocating for anti-vaccine bills. 
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Arizona, Texas, 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Mississippi, Georgia, 
West Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, Vermont and Maine have all started voicing 
the need for an anti-vax bill. On Capitol Hill, there is 
discussion on “a growing public health threat.” This 
movement started to expand and so did suspicions about 
health. Scientists are saying that outbreaks are more likely 
when vaccination coverage accounts for less than 95% and 
we’re getting closer and closer to that magic number is. 

Throughout the movement, the amount of backing 
and support for a cause of sickness and death has started to 
grow. Many say that this will work out in the end and that 
alternative medicine is the way. This will not work. This 
is not mere opinion, but true fact shown by science and 
experts. If this goes on, there could be a massive outbreak 
of something we thought was completely dead and 
destroyed. Currently, there are works for a vaccine for HIV 
being created that could stop a disease that almost promises 
an early death. Vaccinations are cost effective and easy to 
get. If literal evidence is in the face of belief, belief will 
prevail because nobody can stop you from believing if you 
happen to be that dedicated. However, as a community, as 
a nation, this needs to stop or we will lose lives comparable 
to those of the past.
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How Sleep Affects Your School Day
By: Shea Owens 

 

 Have you ever overslept and missed the bus? Have you ever woken up in a bad mood 
and you didn’t know why? Have you ever gotten distracted while the teacher is talking in class? 
Most of you have probably answered yes to at least one of these scenarios. All of these situations 
have to do with sleep. Sleeping is a key part to everyday life. It keeps you energized and health. 
Not getting enough sleep can cause many different mental illnesses such as depression and 
anxiety. It can also make school a harder environment to concentrate in.
 Not getting enough sleep can cause many negative effects on your body. Sleepiness 
and mental illnesses are closely linked. Studies show people who are sleep deprived get more 
negative moods such as anger, frustration, and sadness. Sleepiness also decreases the amounts of 
positive moods. This can manifest in things like outbursts, lashing out, withdrawing, and feeling 
hurt. Having trouble falling asleep is called insomnia. When insomnia goes on for a long time 
it turns into chronic insomnia. Studies found that it is linked to mental illness. Not sleeping can 
also make you have anxiety. When not sleeping you become more paranoid and you are more 
easily triggered. Depressions also another illness that can be cause by insomnia. Depression has 
many symptoms including gloominess, lack of energy, and daytime sleepiness. Over half the 
people who have depression were linked with not getting enough sleep. 
 Insomnia also cause many physical effects on your body. Not sleeping can prevent your 
immune system from building up forces. It can also increase chronic illnesses like diabetes and 
heart disease. When not sleeping your eyes can become droopy and your breathing can quicken. 
As your breathing quickens this can cause your heart rate to quicken and your body temperature 
can also decrease.

Since insomnia causes all of these illnesses and physics effects it also affects your grades 
when you don’t get enough sleep. Students who sleep longer have higher grade point averages. 
The students who slept seven hours and more got a 10% higher grade than the students who slept 
less than seven hours. The students with eight hours of sleep got A’s. While the average student 
who got 7 hours of sleep and less got C’s. At least 28% of students fell asleep in school with 
means they were not getting much sleep at home.(possibly insomnia) There was also a study that 
showed 87% of students were sleep deprived, meaning they were not getting enough sleep.

In conclusion insomnia has many bad effects on us physically and mentally. It lowers 
students grades causing them to not do as good at they could and makes it harder to focus in 
school. Insomnia also increase chronic illness such as diabetes and heart disease, and it can 
cause many mental illnesses such as depression and anxiety. Insomnia has a lot of negative 
effects on us which is why you want to make sure you get your sleep.

 

Kennedy Terhune sleeping in class.  Photo: Shea Owens
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The Effect of Studying
By: Orianna Young

Study: to devote time and attention to acquiring 
knowledge on an academic subject.  

How much do you study?  Just enough to get by or not 
at all?  Well, for those of you who said not at all, take a second 
and think about your grades.  Are they good or are you just 
barely passing.  Okay, now that we’ve got that settled, let me 
tell you how studying effects your grades.  The National Survey 
Of Student Engagement examined  how students who studied 
preformed in school and in their personal life.  It found that the 
students who studied not only had the confidence in themselves 
to preform well on test which caused less anxiety on test, but 
they also had better test outcomes.  They also felt like they had 
exceeded their own expectations and started to prepare and study 
more often.  The study also found that students who studied had 
lots of time to do after school programs, to hang out with friends, 
and had time to socialize more.  

Studying has also been proven to help with confidence.  
Studies how that when you have a high level of confidence that 
you increase your chance of succeeding. Studying makes the 
mind feel more prepared, which amounts to the higher levels of 
confidence. It can improve you communication skills especially 
if you study with a group. It also help develop critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills as you learn to develop your own 
about a ideas on a subject.  “When I study it helps me reassure 
myself that I will succeed and not fail” said Hillary Hata.  “ I 
feel confident when I study because it makes myself familiar 
with the material, it also teachers myself self sufficiency and 
independence, which are fundamental when becoming an adult” 
says Kennedy Terhune. 
 Need help focusing while you study? First try putting 
away your phone, not seeing all those notifications will help you 
stay off and stop the distractions.  Although peppermint doesn’t 
make you smarter it does help with memory various test have 
proven that peppermint also helps with focusing and has been 
found to increase alertness and lower stress levels.  This has 
resulted in many teacher giving students peppermints before or 
during tests.  Study groups are also a good way to work, being 
able to communicate with people who are learning and need help 
with the same topic, is a good way to help and build off of each 
other’s prior knowledge.  “Working with a study group helps me 
the most, especially when we all quiz each other” say Hillary 
Hata. “I use flash cards when it comes to English and ask a parent 
or a friend to come up with practice questions especially for 
math” Addy Mauch.  “When I study I like to use quizlets and 
other flash card apps” said Rachel Hays.  
 As you can see studying isn’t just sitting, reading, and 
writing.  It’s a tool that helps you enhance your confidence, the 
way you socialize, and it helps with the way you view yourself 
and school.

Lily Williams and Hillary Hata having a small study group for an 
upcoming test.    Photo: Orianna Young

Second North Korea-U.S. 
Summit Achievements
By: Adam Reed

                   On February 27-28, 2019, Donald Trump and Kim 
Jong-Un held the second summit between the U.S. and North 
Korea in Hanoi, Vietnam. The leaders talked about possibility of 
North Korean denuclearization, a U.S. liaison office being opened 
in Pyongyang, and continued improvement of relations between 
the countries. However, the planned lunch between the two ended 
up being canceled, and many wondered if the second summit tru-
ly achieved anything more between the two countries. Although 
the summit might not have been extremely productive, many 
praised Trump for not taking a bad deal with North Korea.1 
                   This summit was a follow up to the historic summit 
held by the two leaders in June 2018, which was the first time 
ever that the leaders of North Korea and the U.S. had met face to 
face. The initial summit was highly symbolic and mostly about 
developing better relations and quitting threatening each other 
with nuclear weapons. Therefore, this was expected to pave the 
way for a second summit in which talks towards denucleariza-
tion of North Korea could be increased now that a seeming-to-be 
friendship was budding between Trump and Kim. This expecta-
tion is what many held, and the reason many were disappointed 
with the second summit. 
 Something that might have amplified the disappoint-
ment for those same people were the meaningful talks happening 
during the summit about denuclearization, that were in turn cut 
off when the lunch between the leaders was canceled. 
    See Page 34 to contine.

Lily Williams and Hillary Hata having a small study group for an 
upcoming test.   Photo: Orianna Young
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Together, We Can Stop 
Bullying 
By- Katy Delaney

 Kids all around the world are being bullied. Believe it or 
not, bullying does happen here at Fishers Junior High School. 
There are many ways that people can be bullied. One big one at 
our school is cyber bullying. People think that since they are 
behind a screen, they can say whatever they want. Other types of 
bullying include: verbal bullying and physical bullying. 
According to The National Bullying Prevention Center, more 
than one out of every 5 students reports being bullied. So, if we 
all come together as a school, I believe that we can demolish 
bullying at our school and at the schools around us.
 There are many ways in which students can be bullied. 
According to dictionary.com, the definition of bullying is, to 
seek harm, intimidate, or coerce someone who is perceived 
as vulnerable. One type of bullying that is very present in our 
school is called cyber bullying. Cyber bullying is so popular 
because kids don’t have to bully others in the presence of other 
people. They can simply send a rude text or message over social 
media and it will make the person on the receiving end very sad. 
According to the Center Of Disease Control, or CDC, among 
high school students, 15.5% of students are cyber bullied and 
20.2% are actually bullied at school. Another type of bullying is 
physical bullying. Physical bullying is pretty self explanatory. A 
bully is physically hurting the person who receives the bullying. 
Some examples of physical bullying are, being shoved, hit, 
and pushed. The last example of bullying is verbal bullying. 
Verbal bullying is using your words to hurt someone repeatedly. 
Examples of verbal bullying are, spreading rumors about 
someone, calling someone names, or making fun of that person. 
 I’m sure that you have been to an anti bullying program 
led by your school. According to McCallion and Feder (2013), 
school-based bullying prevention programs have decreased 
bullying by almost 25% since 2013. The students who experience 
bullying are at an increased risk of sleep difficulties, anxiety, and 
depression. According to studies by Yale University, bullying 
victims are between 2 to 9 times more likely to consider suicide 
than non-bullied people. Suicide is a very serious and horrible 
thing that no one should ever have to go through. The suicide rate 
have skyrocketed within the past couple of years. According to 
the National Center for Health Statistics, the annual U.S. suicide 
rate increased by 24% between the years of 1999 and 2014. Liz 
Carnahan and Allen Escobar-Torres were asked “On a scale of 

Shea Owens and Lily Williams act out 
a bullying situation. 
Photo: Katy Delaney

1-10, how bad is bullying at Fishers Junior High” Liz said 6 out 
of 10 and Allen said 1 out of 10. Those two individuals were 
also asked “Which type of bullying is more frequently used?” 
(Physical, Verbal, or Cyber) Liz said verbal and Allen said cyber.
 Bullying is definitely a big problem in our world. We 
all need to have faith in each other and just be kind. Being kind 
to others will make them happy and it will also make you happy. 
Whether anyone wants to admit it, bullying makes both the bully 
and the person being bullied sad. We don’t want to be sad do we? 
I hope that this article has helped you understand what bullying 
is and what you can do to help prevent it. Try being kind to every 
person that you come in contact with and I promise that you will 
see an improvement in your life.

The World of JUUL
By: Braedon Matthews

Vaping has been on the more niche side of the spectrum 
when it comes to drug use in teens and other demographics. That 
is, until Juul came around and swept users off of their feet with 
convenience, flavors and an overall good experience for many 
experienced vapers. The product even helped cigar and cigarette 
users quit, stopping damage to their lungs and throat, while still 
keeping nicotine. 

 

 The small USB-shaped device fell into the hands of 
teenagers, mostly ages 13-17, and the sweet flavors luring teens 
into illegal usage of this product. The flavors of the vapors 
available are Virginia Tobacco, Mint, Classic Tobacco, Mango, 
Cucumber, Crème, Menthol, and Fruit Medley. Each “pod” 
contains about the same amount of nicotine as 20 cigarettes, the 
average user going through about 1 pod every 1-2 days. The most 
popular flavors among teens are Mango, Fruit Medley, Mint, and 
Cucumber. A poll conducted by vaping360.com gives the 
following statistics. Each percentage is the number of juulers that 
say the flavor is their favorite. At the tail end comes Virginia 
Tobacco with a small 6%, most likely due to the sweetness being 
particularly nonexistent. 

  See Page 30 to contine.

The Picture above shows the Juul starter kit with vaporizer, USB 
charger, and 4 flavors.         Photo: vapercity.com
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Student Speech 
Slaughtering?
By: Kennedy Terhune

   Students have never had completely free speech, 
however there have been many movements in the past 
to fight for freedom of expression in schools. Now, it’s 
quite the opposite, college campuses are specifically 
making efforts not to make speech more free, but to 
curtail hateful and offensive expression. 
   Officials at  Yale University made an announcement 
to morph their college campuses and into “safe zones.” 
These safe zones are designed to limit students’ speech 
to “non offensive” things. Many of their universities 
have started to do this too, resulting in uprisings across 
campuses nationwide. Speech in college campuses 
is becoming more regulated, however speech in 
public schools, such as Fishers Junior School, have 
had regulated speech. Katy Delaney, a local FJH 
students, says “we are citizens too, we should be able 
to say what we want as long as it’s not mean to other 
people.” Schools have the ability to determine what 
is “mean to other people.” Outside of private sectors, 
regulating speech to this extent is unconstitutional 
because of the first amendment right to freedom of 
speech. This is allowed inside of school because the 
objective of a school is to teach students, and it’s the 
teacher’s jobs to do that, therefore if they recognize an 
interruption,  they can stop it. 
   There are two main Supreme Court cases that are 
fundamental when limiting student speech. The first 
one being Tinker v Des Moines. This case, a pretty 
famous one, deals with students wearing armbands 
protesting the Vietnam War. Although the courts did 
rule that the students could wear their armband, it also 
said educators can limit speech if it is “distracting 
to the learning environment. What is considered a 
“distraction” is up to the teachers, therefore they can 
limit most speech using that justification. The other 
speech in school case that sets up a major precedent 
is T.L.O v New Jersey. Although this case is mainly 
revolved around the fourth amendment, saying 
teachers just need “reasonable suspicion” to violate 
students’ privacy, the other part of the precedent says 

Here we see six students at Fishers Junior High School and 
members of the eighth grade class. They seem to be having a fun 
time and talking to each other. Doing the usual Dailey gossip 
about students, news, and teachers.  
    Photo: Kennedy Terhune

teachers are the local parentice. Which gives teachers 
the ability to act as one’s parents, and limit speech 
even more so.  
   The limits on speech have effect for our local 
Fishers Junior High Students too. We have speech 
rights, unless what we say isn’t approved by the 
teacher. As much as we the students may want to 
speak our mind, as I established earlier educators 
are allowed to infringe upon our speech among 
many other rights. However if we disagree with 
the justification of a “distraction to the learning 
environment,” that decision can be brought up to the 
school board or other high officials. Even if we do 
have some rights, students should be mature enough 
to be responsible with their rights. The main goal to 
be kind and generous to others, even though the law 
does not obligate you to. 
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By: Lily Williams

 School violence is becoming a very large issue. From 
physical fighting to school shooters, schools are having to make 
safety procedures with the thought of school shooters. Physical 
fighting and school shooters aren’t the only types of school vio-
lence bullying also falls into this category. At this point in society 
students are to scared to even go to school. According to bbc.
com, “ almost two-thirds of students worry all the time.” That is 
just between the age of 10 and 11. Which goes to show that at a 
young age students can start to worry. 
 School shootings are a large part of school violence. 
BBC.com states that, “on average a school shooting happens once 
every 8 days.” On top of that, “ in 2018 there were more school 
shootings than ever,” says bbc.com. This shows that school vio-
lence and school shootings aren’t getting any better in fact they 
are getting worse. With all of these shootings 113 people were 
killed in 2018 just from school shootings. After a school shooting 
has accord it can cause lots of trauma to students and staff. When 
people especially children are directly impacted, studies have 
shown that, “ childhood trauma has more lifelong and pervasive 
effects on young developing psyches,” according to psycom.net.  
Childhood trauma can lead to mental health problems. Mental 
health is one main cause to school shootings and mass shootings. 
According to heritage.org, “a majority of all mass public killers 
likely suffered from a serious mental illness prior to attack.” The 
sad part is that people can be treated for mental illness. But, as a 
country we have not really taken much charge on mental illness 
and trying to help people who have a mental illness. So, because 
of this, “hardly any of them are getting treated for mental illness,” 
states heritage.com. 
 Bullying also falls into the category of school violence. 
Stopbullying.com states that, “ 28% of students in grades 6-12 
are bullied” and “ 20% of students in grades 9-12 are bullied.” 
On top of that “17 million young adolescents in 39 industrialized 
countries admitted to bullying others,” according to cnn.com. 
Bullying typically involves a bully and the person being bullied. 
Bullies can bully students for a few reasons. The biggest reason is 
that they have been hurt in that way before. Whether their home 
life isn’t very good or they have been bullied. Home life has a 
very large impact on students. Bad home lives result in many 
problems one being a child is so hurt that the only way to handle 
that is bullying.  A child’s home life is what starts everything. 
“51% of school violence is caused because of difficult family sit-
uations,” says barna.com. If a child has a very violent and abuse 
home life, that child can be more violent. Urbanchildreninstitute.
org states that, “negative home life leading up to age three can 
effect a child’s development and can lead to problems in the long 
run.” 
 In the end school violence is caused by many different 
things. It can be physical fighting or bullying. School violence 
has caused many students to worry which can cause anxiety and 

depression. The amount of anxiety is growing so much, that some 
students are even scared to go to school with the fear of some-
thing bad happening. School shootings are also a huge part in 
school violence. The amount of school shootings has sky rocket-
ed and it’s causing kids to worry. It is also causing them to have 
lots of trauma. Bullying also falls into this category. Bullying is 
also becoming a large problem and is a form of school violence 
and is causing multiple problems. Home life can have a very 
large effect on a child. A child’s home life can effect the fact that 
a child is very violent or depressed. From when a child is born, to 
age three their home life and the trauma they have been through 
can have a very large effect on that child. Whether you’ve been 
bullied or you’ve experienced a school shooting or your home 
life isn’t the greatest. No matter the circumstance school violence 
is becoming a very large problem. 

Violence in Schools Growing

Shea Owens and Katy Delaney show how physical violence is 
one form of school violence. Photo: Lily Williams
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Gun Violence in 
Indianapolis increased
By: Jacob Klus

In a Safewise 2019 report, Fishers was named the 5th 
safest city in Indiana. However, if you were to travel less than 
twenty miles south, Indianapolis is ranked 41st out of 100 of the 
most dangerous large cities in America by the National Council 
for Home Safety and Security.  Isn’t it ironic that community 
safety of residents is so different in our own backyards?

One hundred fifty-six people died in criminal homicides 
in Indianapolis in 2018 according to IMPD data.  Eighty three 
percent of these victims died from gun violence.  Access to guns 
is a large part of the problem. It’s relatively easy to get a gun in 
Indiana.  Gun laws rank among the weakest in the country.  Indi-
ana doesn’t require gun owners to register firearms.  There is no 
limit to the number of guns purchased at one time.  And Indiana 
doesn’t require a background check when a person buys a gun 
from someone else.  

Last week, Indianapolis saw its most deadly twenty-four 
hours in the past five years with seven people killed. This is the 
fifth year in a row Indianapolis is on track to break its own record 
for the number of homicides. These numbers also indicate that 
citizens are less safe than at any point in its one hundred nine-
ty-seven-year history. “Everybody seems to have a gun these 
days and they’re not afraid to use it…Access to weapons is a big 
problem,” stated Chris Bailey, IMPD deputy chief of investiga-
tions in an interview with Ryan Martin of the Indianapolis Star in 
December 2018.  “The gun has become the default way to resolve 
conflicts,” said Mayor Joe Hogsett.  “It will astound you the num-
ber of shootings that start with a Facebook dispute that spills into 
the streets.” (Indy Star, December 2018)

Many experts say community involvement is more 
important to prevent gun deaths.  Community efforts have 
increased over recent years in Indianapolis to raise awareness of 
the increase in violence. The Indianapolis Ten Point Coalition 
works directly with those more likely to be involved in a violent 
lifestyle.  They help people find employment, go to school, and 
help youth see the good in their lives and use conflict resolution.  
We Live Indy is a movement organized by Warren Central high 
school students to stop youth violence.  The Community-Based 
Violence Prevention Partnership continues to fund grass roots 
groups with nearly $300,000 in grants for violence prevention 
services.

Local government increased funding for hiring officers 
to replace retiring police officers and add to the effort of beat po-
licing in neighborhoods. “Beat policing” is when officers work to 
build relationships with the people in their “beats” so when they 
have an emergency, they feel comfortable to come to them. 

Many residents walked the streets in a northeast neigh-
borhood along with IMPD officers after a recent spike in gun vio-
lence to raise awareness.  Through continued community support 
and local police involvement, Indianapolis will hopefully work 
toward making it a “safer” city for every resident. 

 
 The World of Juul Cont. from page 27

Taking the 4th place is Fruit Medley with 8%, 3rd is Crème Brule 
with 11%, 2nd going to Cool Mint with a middling 29% and 
#1 being Mango. Mango is the most popular with a whopping 
46% for its almost candy-like taste paired with the fruity flavor. 
Approximately 27.8% of teenagers use e-cigarettes says a survey 
by the National Institutes of Health.

The danger of vaping is debatable to a degree, as we 
are not seeing any horrible long-term effects besides nicotine 
addiction at an earlier age. On the other hand, the number of 
tobacco smokers has significantly fallen in high schools because 
of this. But safer doesn’t mean safe, meaning vaping is still bad 
no matter how much better than tobacco it is. Another problem 
we’re seeing is on shopping sites like Amazon and Ebay has 
people manufacturing refillable Juul-pods where you can put 
almost any liquids in and vape it. Of course, these were originally 
intended for you to use standard e-cig fluids and make them 
juulable, as only Juul-made pods would work. However, people 
of age and not are now putting other substances inside. This is 
not entirely harmful, as people can get their favorite flavors from 
other retailers and use them with their their Juul. There have also 
been releases from company Calm Vape that are basically CBD 
Juul-compatible pods. 

CBD is also known as cannabidiol, a naturally 
occurring compound found in the resinous flower of cannabis 
says projectcbd.org. It is used as a therapeutic substance and 
has no addictive substances inside of it. Overall, all of these 
are perfectly fine products for adults but are now being used by 
teens unsafely. Amazon and Ebay have both removed everything 
Juul-related (except skins and cases) as Juul itself has started 
cracking down on underage vapers. Juul has been pulling the 
more teen-popular flavors from physical stores. However, 
retailers are now combatting this, as the less Juul pods are sold, 
the less money the vape shop is making. Juul has now decided to 
pull Mango and Fruit Medley as of the date of writing. Removing 
Mango is a really good idea, but Fruit Medley is not as good of 
a move. The aforementioned Cool Mint supposedly tastes like a 
sweet peppermint candy, luring more than Fruit Medley. This has 
not been proven useful yet, as the two recalled flavors are still 
available online. 

The e-cigarette community has started to expand beyond 
belief with the introduction of Juul. It is one of the first e-cigs 
that have really shook the world with its existence and decimated 
the competition. This device is revolutionarily attractive to teens 
not ready or mature enough for drug usage and addiction. The 
problem has been so widespread that retail powerhouses and the 
government have started to try and fight misuse itself with their 
power. It will take a little while if we want this to end, but it can 
be done. Teens should not be addicted this early on and must be 
stopped or this could get worse than ever seen.
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Changes in the Supreme 
Court
By: Akheil Paul

 

 Changes are being made as of late in the Supreme Court. 
Two new justices have taken over in the past couple of years. 
Associate justice Brett Kavanaugh took over and was sworn in on 
October 6th, 2018. Associate justice Neil Gorsuch joined the 
Supreme Court in 2017. Recent justices on the Supreme Court 
were Antonin Scalia (died) and Anthony Kennedy (retired). They 
both served as associate justices to the US Supreme Court.
 Other changes as of late in the US Supreme Court 
involve the death sentence. When the death sentence is given, a 
priest of the religion of the inmate is now allowed to attend the 
killing of the inmate. This comes after a Buddhist inmate was 
sentenced to death and the Buddhist priest was not allowed to 
attend. Exact same thing happened to a Muslim inmate. “There 
can be, and is, a lot of debate about the right standards for 
judging a claim of religious freedom,” said columnist Stephen L. 
Carter. “But this should have been an easy decision.”
 There are talks of future changes coming to the US 
Supreme Court, but there are many opposing sides. The talk 
of the possibility of a future change is the justices being able 
to come from urban areas. As of now, all nine justices of the 
Supreme Court come as a representative of a state, not a city. 
House Minority Leader Emily Virgin, D-Norman, who opposes 
the change, said, “While I represent an urban area, I do think 
it’s important we have people who are representative of the 
state as a whole.” The proposal of this new justice rule has 
divided lawmakers. For example, if someone tries to get on the 
Supreme Court as a justice, and they are from New York City, 
they can’t just campaign there. They still have the other half of 
New York to campaign in. New York has the largest city to state 
ration in the entire country. New York City has a population of 
approximately 8.6 million people. The entire state of New York 
has a population of approximately 19.5 million people. New York 
City, the most densely populated city in the country is not even 
half the population of its state. This makes it very hard to accept 

The US Supreme Court located in Washington D.C. is 84 years 
old as it was built in 1935.  Photo: Supremecourt.gov

the fact that a justice can come from an urban area like New York 
City and not New York (state). On the opposite side of things, 
it is really difficult to win over a populated urban area such as 
New York City, so that’s where supporters of the bill are coming 
from. It goes to show why there is so much split on the decision 
whether or not to pass this bill.

The US Supreme Court will continue to make future 
changes only for the better of the court and the people. Changes 
can only occur if everyone is on board because it is the court that 
represents our country.

Government Spying
They see you...
By: Lydia Lytle

 
This photo is demonstrating how the government can spy on you 
with just a glance.    Photo: Lydia Lytle
 
        Have you ever had the feeling that your being watched? 
Does it ever make you wonder why those spam emails pulled 
up that subject yesterday about that cool jacket you were talking 
about? Maybe it’s just coincidence… but is it? Well I’m here to 
tell you why it’s not, and why they see you...
     June 5 2013, headlines were everywhere everyone was 
shocked. At the time, we eighth graders would’ve just left 
second grade. Conspiracy theories became fact and people 
were outraged. The news spread like wildfire across the media. 
Snowden who just quit his job as a subcontractor for the NSA 
(National Security Association), had revealed to the world that in 
fact the United States government was spying on us. 
             Edward Snowden was a computer programmer. He got 
a job as a contractor to later find out that the NSA was holding 
documents of domestic surveillance practices.  These documents 
were top secret and Edward Snowden made a plan to show them 
to the world. 
          On May 20, 2013 he told his supervisor that he had to leave 
for medical reasons and that he was diagnosed with Epilepsy 
(which was a lie). Meanwhile his girlfriend was in Hawaii not 

See Page 32 to contine.
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knowing why he was acting strange and why he disappeared. 
He didn’t tell anybody his plan, not even his partner until the 
plan was done and set. Snowden was set flown into Hong Kong 
to unleash the news. It was revealed that the NSA could receive 
anyone’s “pattern of life” which is basically a detailed profile of 
a target.
         How the NSA can access are information is through 
everything we use today... cameras, laptops, iPhones, computers, 
Facebook, Skype, Messanges, email, Google, Instagram, and 
basically anything on a device. Every hour of every day even if 
your device is off, someone can see you. That someone could 
be watching and hearing you right now through the camera 
and speaker of your phone as you read this article. The people 
watching are connected with the NSA. But they’re not the only 
ones who can hear. If you talk about a certain item or place and 
your phone hears, it can pull up ads of those things right into your 
inbox. 
      Once Snowden revealed the news, he was banished from 
America for “theft of government property”. He was there for 
it all and felt as if it would be wrong if the world didn’t know 
that they were being spied on. He is now known as an American 
fugitive and had to leave America.  So he fled to Russia. A movie 
was made about this situation in 2016 called Snowden. He was 
and still is testifying in court to get back into America since last 
known of 2017.
       But ever since that incident in 2013 the event was slowly 
starting to be forgotten by most. The government did all in its 
power to make it forgotten by everyone. Only if you search in 
the words Snowden into a search engine will it pop up. It’s very 
unlikely you will just find Snowden in ads or in random articles 
or current news events. The NSA can connect to your device 
or laptop and see EVERYTHING you do. What your on, what 
you search, what you look like, what your doing, and what your 
intentions are through what you do on your devices. 
        Now we know this because of those documents. Even 
though we can’t prevent the NSA hacking into are devices we 
can prevent them from not getting all are information. So the best 
thing you can do to prevent them getting in your information is 
make different passwords for your different websites, profiles, 
emails, games, Device IDs, etc. This will make it harder for 
them to access your information. We can also put camera block 
sliders on your devices to keep them from seeing you from your 
cameras. There is not much in our power to be able to stop them. 
So just know that they can see you and keep yourself the safest 
when your on the internet. 

Bashing the Crashing
          
By: Brady Schmidt

Recently there have been two crashes of new plane 
models. These planes are called the Boeing 737 MAX 8 aircraft. 
According to en.m.wikipedia.org on March 10th, 2019 one of 
these 737 MAX 8 models crashed on an Ethiopian Airlines flight 
302. It only crashed six minutes after takeoff from Addis Ababa, 

Ethiopia to Nairobi, Kenya. The plane was only 4 months old 
and killed all 149 passengers and 8 crew members. After this 
crash all Boeing 737s had to make an emergency landing at the 
nearest airport. Also according to en.m.wikipedia.org on October 
29th, 2018 Lion Air flight 610 headed from Jakarta, Indonesia to 
Pangkal Pinang, Indonesia crashed into the sea only 13 minutes 
after takeoff. All 189 people on board died and it was the 1st 
accident involving the Boeing 737 MAX.

The Boeing 737 MAX 8 has perks that are better and 
worse than the 737 MAX 7. En.m.wikipedia.org says the MAX 
8 has a longer fuselage which is the body of the aircraft. Boeing 
hopes to improve its range from 4,045 miles to 4,150 miles 
after 2021. The MAX 8 has a lower empty weight and higher 
maximum takeoff weight than the A320neo which is another 
airplane making company. The MAX 8’s first commercial flight 
was on Malindo Air on May 22, 2017. In early 2017 a new 737 
was worth about $52.85 million. The price then rose to a bit 
under $54.5 million in mid-2018.

According to africanews.com there are some changes 
being made to the Boeing 737 MAX 8. Boeing’s vice president 
of product strategy Mike Sinnet said, “We are going to do 
everything to make sure that accidents like this don’t happen 
again.” The MCAS lowers the airplane’s nose if it senses a stall 
or loss in speed. This technology was developed specifically for 
the 737 MAX. There have been changes to this device and the 
MCAS will no longer take over when the pilot is attempting to 
regain control. In the investigation with the Lion Air crash it 
was found that one of the AOA or Airport Operator Area sensors 
failed and kept sending false info to the MCAS. Boeing is also 
installing a feature that will show the pilot when either the left or 
right AOA sensors aren’t in sync. Boeing also hopes to enhance 
pilot training so they will understand more about the MAX 8 
model.

These two crashes have killed 346 people combined, 
189 on the Lion Air flight 2 of which were infants and 1 child. 
Also, 157 adults on the Ethiopian Airlines flight. There have 
only been two crashes which is two too many but there have also 
been many safe flights with the Boeing 737 MAX 8, but Boeing 
is trying to resolve the problems with their aircraft and there’s 
surely a change coming. The devastating crashes have left many 
families heartbroken and Boeing is making changes to try to fix 
their aircrafts so that they can be innovative and still safe for 
everyone to fly. 

The crash site of the Ethiopian Airlines plane on March 
10th, 2019.    Photo: citizentv.co.ke.
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Immigration in the U.S.A
By: Hillary Hata

Immigration has been a great challenge for the United States. Immigration is when an individual from outside the U.S., 
comes into the U.S to stay permanently. These people come into the U.S for many different reasons. Some being to start a new life, 
home life was unsafe, more jobs, etc. Immigration has greatly affected the U.S. As of 2015, there has been 47 million Immigrants. As 
a result of this, many things are needed to be done, in order to keep up with the population growth.

The four most common reasons for immigration are social, safety, economic, and environmental factors. Many move to the 
U.S in hopes for safety. This could be for many different reasons, one being discrimination. When someone is not welcomed in their 
current living situation. They might seek safety by going to the U.S. Another reason could be the violence. In the individuals current 
living situation, they could have multiple violent incidents near them. Another reason for peoples decisions to leave, is for economic 
reasons. People would come to the U.S, in search for more opportunities in the work field. Depending on what the person specializes 
in, changes whether or not they are staying for the season. By moving, one would hope to have a successful business. In their former 
city, the business could have been unpopular. With moving into a new city, leads to new clients. But others could move for different 
reasons.

If not for safety or economic reasons, people could migrate for social or environmental reasons. Depending on the persons 
environment, this could be a reason they had moved. Where they lived could have had struggles with their resources, a major one be-
ing food. Climate is what you can and can’t grow. If the climate is bad, others will go to where they are able to grow their crops. From 
the move, they are now able to grow and get food easier. Natural disasters also have a play in immigration. The individuals home 
could have been destroyed by natural disasters. Such as hurricanes and earthquakes, would lead to the family finding a new home. 
Whether the house will be permanent or not. This results to the family moving, maybe even into another country. The last common 
reason for immigration, the social factor. There are many families that move to the U.S for the education, this could be for their chil-
dren. The education system might have been poor in their former living situation. They could move to further their educations. 

Immigration has been spread through many different countries. All for multiple reasons, depending on the family. Going back 
to the reasons of social, safety, economic, and environmental purposes. With increase in population, for this reason. We as a country, 
are growing everyday. There are hopes  in helping out those In need. In the statistics show that there are more possibilities of more 
immigration, happening in the future.

Sttatistics on the immigration rates along with predictions for more years. Photo:migration.ucdavis.edu
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Israel’s claims to the 
Golan Heights 
By: Noah Halteman

On March 25, 2019 U.S. President Donald Trump 
officially recognized the Golan Heights as part of Israel instead 
of Syria. Many are wondering what effects this could have on 
American citizens, or why the U.S. is concerned with the 695 
square mile Cliffside that’s almost 7000 miles away. Others 
wonder why there was so much controversy over the area 
anyway. 
 To understand its impact and controversy a historic 
understanding about the heights must be gained. The Golan 
Heights are a 695 square mile Cliffside that holds more than 
30 Jewish settlements in them. During the six-day war in 
1967 Israel won the Heights from Syria (officially called the 
Syrian Arab Republic). During the 1973 Middle East war 
Syria attempted to take them back, but in 1974 a cease fire 
was called, and a UN observer force was put in place to keep 
the peace since 1974. In 1981 Israel unilaterally annexed the 
heights, but the act was not recognized by any other countries 
until the Trump administration did so in March of 2019. But 
that doesn’t answer why it is important. Well, the heights 
harbor extreme strategic importance for Israel. The capital 
Damascus is clearly visible from the heights, so the heights 
give Israel a major vantage point to monitor Syria from. The 
heights also provide a great defense against Syrian military 
advancements.  With the growing tension between Syria and 
Israel there is no wonder why the Syrians would not want Israel 
to be able to have an advantage in any manner. When Syria 
controlled the heights the entire north of Israel was regularly 
bombed in military tests. The heights also are a key Israeli 
water source. Rainwater from the Golan’s feed into the Jordan 
River which provides approximately a third of Israel’s water 
supply. The soil in the heights is also very fertile and is used to 
cultivate vineyards and orchards as well as raise cattle by the 
20,000 settlers living up there in the 30 Jewish settlements. The 
Golan Heights also hold Israel’s only Ski resort.

Who does this act effect though? This decision 
may actually affect the U.S. more than Israel. Because the 
U.S. is the only country to acknowledge Israel’s ownership 
it is possible for other countries to ignore the signing. Some 
interpret this to be an attempt by U.S. president Donald trump 
to help boost the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in 
the upcoming Israeli election. This act will make things pretty 
awkward between the U.S. and its Arab allies who oppose 
Israel’s claim to the land. Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates all oppose the act, calling the heights 
occupied Arab territory.
 So, in all honesty, unless other countries follow the 
United States’ lead, it is possible that not much will change in 
Israel. The United States’ relationships with its Arab allies may 
hurt but even then, there is no guarantee of anything changing. 
Only time will tell what happens next.

Israel, Syria and the Golan heights. Photo: pbs.org

North Korea-U.S. Summit Cont. from page 26
                  According to Reuters, Trump was actually the primary 
cause of the summit’s demise: a note was reportedly handed by 
him to Kim Jong-Un, which called for the immediate termina-
tion of nuclear development in North Korea, which in turn made 
the relations of the two countries at the summit a bit sour and 
ended the summit afterwards. This didn’t mirror the more patient 
approach that the U.S. had been trying to work off of by making 
symbolic peace agreements (more featured at the first summit as 
previously mentioned) and agreeing towards the slow easing out 
of nuclear production in North Korea by starting to shut down 
some nuclear facilities. However, Trump claims that the summit 
concluded prematurely because North Korea wanted a complete 
end to sanctions that had been placed on it; however, according 
to Ri Yong-ho, a North Korean foreign minister, the country only 
wanted partial lifting of sanctions, or five out of the eleven that 
had been placed by the United Nations.
                 All of this being said, relations, in many ways, are still 
improving. Kim has switched his countrywide signs of propa-
ganda against the U.S. to signs about patriotism and successful 
economy, according to various U.S. tourists who have visited 
the country. He also claims to aim to strike a nuclear deal before 
the end of the Trump presidency, as he believes his country 
should have done this with a previous administration. This goal 
could also be intended to be achieved quickly for more person-
al reasons; he reportedly told Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
that he “is a father and husband and doesn’t want his children to 
live their lives carrying nuclear weapons on their back”. Going 
forward though, differences in what “denuclearization” means 
between the two countries could easily prolong the amount of 
time it takes to reach a full agreement.

Trump, Kim, and their respective delegations at the social dinne

    Photo: Whitehouse.govTrump meeting Kim Jong-Un.
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What Does Mueller 
Report Reveal?
By: Colin Honeman

Robert Mueller, leader of the investigation into Russian 
election tampering.    Photo: cnn.com

The Mueller report was an almost two year-long 
investigation on Russia’s involvement on the 2016 election. 
In all, the report revealed, “While the investigation identified 
numerous links between individuals with ties to the Russian 
government and individuals associated with the Trump campaign, 
the evidence was not sufficient to support criminal charges.” This 
means that there were some impacts of Russia, but not enough 
to be too serious. It was also revealed that there was no collusion 
made on Russia’s end. Trump’s legal team called the results of the 
Mueller report to overall be a success. 
 The results mean that Trump was not largely helped by 
the Russians and Trump had little to no involvement with Russia 
helping him. There was more evidence that might have supported 
the fact that Trump and his team had help from Russia. Russia 
had 13 people disguised as American citizens but didn’t start this 
campaign until 2014, well before Trump announced he would 
run for president. Trump won 306 to 232 in 2016 against Hillary 
Clinton. It seems very unlikely that Russia’s little involvement 
would’ve skewed the results enough for Trump to win. What 
seems very suspicious though is Trump tried to control parts 
of the Russian investigation but ended up not being charged. 
Overall, many connections were made between people from 
the Trump campaign and Russia, but little were made between 
Trump himself and Russia. 
 So why are these results so important? First off, Rob-
ert Mueller was a former FBI worker for 12 years, and led the 

investigation about Russia’s involvement on the 2016 election 
between Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton. He worked with 
numerous people and revealed no collusion was made. This 
report even started because a worker for the Trump campaign, 
Michael Flynn, pleaded guilty for lying to FBI investigations 
with the Russian Ambassador. This all happened about three 
weeks before Trump became president. These were only 
done in case workers for Trump had been found in a similar 
situation after he was inaugurated, which would’ve made the 
situation worse. 
 The results of the Mueller report are in, now what? 
Well for starters, many Russians and workers for the Trump 
Administration have been charged, some have even served jail 
time. Trump responded to this ordeal pretty quickly by saying 
it was a ‘hoax,’ in response to the “no collusion.” He also 
tweeted, “it was not necessary for me to respond to statements 
made in the “Report” about me, some of which are ‘totally 
invalid’ & only given to make the other person look good (or 
me to look bad). This was an Illegally Started Hoax that never 
should have happened.” It seems that both Russia and Trump 
are not happy about this report being made and that many of 
the people against Trump are not happy about the, “no collu-
sion” results either. All in all, it was an investigation where no 
one really won, and could be a victory, or a loss to anyone if 
you look at it from a certain angle. 

Contraversy surrounds the many redacted parts of the Mueller 
Report.    Photo: Foxnews.com
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2020 Presidential Election
By: Sarah Thompson 

Tuesday, November 3, 2020 is the planned date for the 
next, quadrennial, presidential election in the United States of 
America. After this, the 46th President’s inauguration is scheduled 
for January 21st, 2021. In 2016, Donald Trump was elected 
President, surpassing Hillary Clinton by 74 electoral votes. So 
far, Hillary Clinton does not seem to be running for president in 
2020, but Trump will be running again. 

First, the Republican Party: Donald Trump, the 72-year 
old New Yorker won the 2016 election, as stated previously. If 
he wins this coming election, it’ll be the first time in American 
history that 4 presidents have all served 2 terms in office, in a 
row. The only other candidate in the Republican Party is Bill 
Weld, but, as of writing this, his candidacy has not been officially 
confirmed yet, so one will hold off talking about him. Next up, 
the Democrats. The spicy, democratic, men in this fun party 
include, but are not limited to, Pete Buttigieg, Cory Booker, 
Julián Castro, John Delaney, Mike Gravel, John Hickenlooper, 
Wayne Messam, Bernie Sanders, and Andrew Yang. 

Hillary Clinton was very close to being the first female 
president, but now there are more ladies running for president. 
The chance of a female president in 2020 is around 25%. The 
females in the Democratic Party include, Tulsi Gabbard, Kirsten 
Gillibrand, Kamala Harris, Amy Klobuchar, Elizabeth Warren, 
and Marianne Williamson. Third party is the Libertarian Party. 
The saucy fellows in this party are Adam Kokesh, John McAfee, 
Arvin Vohra, and Vermin Supreme. Disclaimer: Vermin Supreme 
is not a legitimate candidate. While, yes, he will be available 
to vote for but he is simply a performance artist. He has been 
campaigning and running for president since 1992, and utilizing 
the election as part of his repertoire. While some of his points 

may make sense to some people and his, theoretical, presidency 
may sound super fun, the chances of him actually winning are 
very slim as, contrary to popular belief, most Americans don’t 
know how to party. Back to the candidates, other metaphorical 
future presidents include Dario Hunter from the Green Party, Joe 
Schriner from the American Solidarity Party, and Ronnie Kroell 
from the Independent Party. 

So, how does a candidate win? They first need to be born 
in the U.S.A., have lived in the U.S.A. for at least 14 years, and 
be at least 35 years of age. If they meet the requirements, they 
can become a presidential candidate. The Presidential Election, 
however, is a long process. The election process begins with The 
Primaries and Caucuses. State primaries are run by state and 
local governments. The voting occurs through secret ballot. The 
Caucuses are private meetings run my political parties. They get 
into groups and vote on who they want to represent their group 
in the elections, convincing other people to join their group. 
Usually, a National Convention follows this. 

At the Convention, political parties finalize their choice 
for President and Vice President. If this wasn’t established during 
the Primaries and Caucuses, the parties will decide who they 
want to be President and Vice President. Next, is the General 
Election Campaigning. The candidates will travel around the 
country, explaining their views and plans, and trying to gain 
support from future voters. Debates, rallies, and advertisements 
are a big part of General Election Campaigning. After they 
go through the Presidential Debates, where candidates going 
against each other, the Elections take place. Voters will go to 
their designated polling places and cast a ballot for their chosen 
candidate. This vote, however, does not determine who wins 
presidency. The votes that voters cast will go towards the Popular 
Vote. 

Unlike in other U.S. elections, the president and vice 
president are not elected directly by the people. Instead, they’re 
chosen by “electors” through a process called the Electoral 
College. This idea of using the Electoral College comes from 
the Constitution. The nation’s founders saw it as a compromise 
between electing the president by a popular vote among citizens 
and electing the president in Congress. After all the votes are 
cast, Congress counts up all the votes to see who won at least 270 
Electoral Votes. The next president will be then be Inaugurated. 

The schedule for the election typically follows this 
cycle: Spring of the year before an election, candidates announce 
their intentions to run; in the Summer of the year before an 
election, through spring of the election year, Primary and Caucus 
Debates take place; from January to June of election year, States 
and parties hold Primaries and Caucuses; From July to early 
September, parties hold nominating conventions to choose their 
candidates; In September and October, candidates participate in 
presidential debates; some time in early November is Election 
Day; In December, Electors cast their votes in the Electoral 
College; Sometime in Early January of the next calendar 
year, Congress counts the electoral votes; and January 20 is 
Inauguration Day.

President Trump and his wife, Melania, on his Inauguration Day 
in 2017.     Photo: npr.org
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Shakespeare finds 
way to My Heart
By: Lily Williams

 
 Romeo, Romeo where for art thou 
Romeo! This is what most people think of when 
they hear Romeo and Juliet. Romeo and Juliet 
was a really good book to read. I would rate it 
a 4/5 only because it was sometimes hard to 
understand. But, besides that, it was a really 
great book. I was really able to get a good idea 
on the time frame that it was written in and the 
standards that people had at that time. There 
were also a lot of assumptions that I heard from 
people such as, that it’s a perfect little love story 
or that Romeo was such a great person. When 
really the book can be harsh at times and Romeo 
ends up killing someone and it really wasn’t a 
perfect little love story. Besides all of that, it was 
a great book. 

This book has a lot of events that 
happen. To start, Romeo and Juliet is a classical 
love story that lots of people have heard of. In 
the being of the story, the author really expresses 
the fact that the Capulets (Juliet’s Family) and 
the Montagues (Romeo’s Family) do not get 
along at all. There has been a constant rivalry 
between the two families. The Capulet’s have 
a huge party and they invite tons of people. 
Some of the Montagues such as Romeo and 
his friends, decided that they would dress up 
as Capulets and sneak into the party. The party 
was a masquerade party so it made it easier 
sneak into the party. Romeo sees Juliet dancing 
and immediately falls in love. Later on, one of 
the Capulets starts dancing and a large crowd, 
crowds around. Romeo spots Juliet in the crowd 
and instantly goes to get her attention and find 
out more about her. After he finally is able to 
get to her, he pulls her behind a curtain and they 
start talking. Juliet then, almost instantly falls in 
love with him. The nurse comes and interrupts 
their conversation wondering where Juliet is and 
what she’s been doing. 

Juliet then becomes very interested 
in this guy. So, she decides that she is going to 
send the nurse to find out more. So, the nurse 
goes and does some investigating and finds out 
his name is Romeo. They continue to secretly 
meet with the fear of their parents finding 
out. Both of them had already, had arranged 
marriages and getting married to each other, was 

not the idea that either of their parents had in mind. Romeo’s 
arranged marriage was Rosaline and Juliet’s was Paris. After the 
party Romeo sneaks to Juliet’s backyard to see Juliet who is on 
the balcony. They have a very long conversation until the nurse 
calls her in. The next day the Capulets and the Montagues get 
in a fight but, the two leaders were the two that really fought. 
The two leaders were Tybalt and Mercutio who really didn’t 
like each other. Tybalt ends up killing Mercutio. Tybalt is on 
the Capulets side which is Juliet’s Family and Mercutio is on 
the Montagues side which is Romeo’s Family. When Romeo 
finds the news out about Tybalt killing Mercutio he decides that 
he going to fight Tybalt. Romeo ends up killing Tybalt. When 
the towns and families hear all of this news they decided that 
Romeo will be banned from Verona which happens to be where 
Juliet lives. 

The day after Romeo is banned, he and Juliet go to 
his castle and secretly get married with Friar Lawrence who 
is like the one takes care of Romeo. A few days after they get 
married Juliet’s parents tell her that on Thursday she will be 
getting married to Paris. Juliet not only doesn’t want to get 
married to Paris but she is also already married. When she finds 
out this news she doesn’t know what to do. Her parents will 
not allow her to not get married to Paris. But, she is already 
married so, like any other teenage girl she decides to start 
crying because when your in a situation we’re you don’t know 
what to do you start crying. Juliet decides to go and talk to Friar 
Lawrence. Friar Lawrence is a friar and a friar is like a monk. 
So, he is a very religious man but he also happens to be like 
Romeo’s father. When Juliet arrives to Friar Lawrence’s room, 
he happens to be helping Romeo. Romeo, was devastated with 
the fact that he had killed Tybalt and that he was banned from 
Verona. Friar Lawrence ends up giving Juliet this drink that 
causes her to go to sleep. That is enough for me to say and now 
you have to find out the ending. 

This books ending is surprising  but it was very 
intriguing. It causes you to want to read more and find out 
what happens next. I would definitely recommend this book 
to everyone. If you read the book though, you should also 
watch the movie because it helps you to get a visual on what 
is happening and really understand the book. The movie 
really helped me to get an idea on how the Montagues and 
the Capulets will just see each other and automatically start 
fighting each other. It really helped to understand the difference 
between the two. Ultimately in the end this book was fabulous. 
At certain times it was hard to understand but, besides that it 
was a great book. It helped me to understand the time frame and 
the fact that people got married at the age of 14 and 15. People 
got married at those times because they didn’t live as long so 
getting married at an early age was what people did. Just like 
the fact that parents had arranged marriages for their children. 
Things were just different at those times. In the end I would 
recommend this book and give it a 4/5 rating. This was a great 
book and had a very interesting plot. 
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The Umbrella Academy 
By: Katy Delaney
 

Did you just finish a great series on Netflix and need 
something else to watch? Do you want to watch something ex-
citing and attention grabbing? I have just the show for you! The 
Umbrella Academy is a Netflix show based on the comic books, 
also called The Umbrella Academy. This is a superhero/mystery 
show that was created by Gerard Way and Gabriel Bá. The first 
season was released on February 15, 2019. As of now, The Um-
brella Academy has only one season, but the show is said to have 
a second season in the works.
 On October 1, 1989, 43 women across the earth gave 
birth. They all had one thing in common, they were not pregnant 
when the day first began. Out of those 43 children who were 
born, Sir Reginald Hargreeves, an eccentric billionaire, was only 
able to adopt 7. He turned this group of super babies into what 
was called The Umbrella Academy. Sir Reginald Hargreeves 
gave them numbers instead of names. Their robot mother/nanny, 
who Reginald programed to take care of them, gave them names. 
Luther is #1, he is an astronaut and his power is strength. Diego is 
#2, he fights crime and his powers are being incredibly accurate 
with throwing knives. Allison is #3, she is an actress and her 
power is the rumor. Basically when she says “I heard a rumor” 
followed by another statement the person falls into a trance and 
does what she says. For example, there is a scene where she 
says to a criminal “I heard a rumor that you shot your friend in 
the foot” and he did it. Klaus is #4, he is a party animal and his 
power is that he can talk to ghosts. Throughout the show he talks 
to his brother, Ben, who died. Then there is #5, we do not know 
exactly why he doesn’t have a name. He is a time traveler and 
his power is jumping through time. When he was 13 he got stuck 
in the future. He never came back and his whole family thought 
that he was dead. Ben is #6, he is called the horror because he can 
unleash monsters from within him and destroy things/people. Ben 
died when he was a teenager. We don’t know how. We think that 
it is from a mission that they were on but it is not directly told to 
us. Vanya is #7. She is said to not have powers and is a violinist. 
Throughout all of her childhood, Vanya had been left out and was 
not able to go on missions with her siblings. This was because 
Reginald thought that she was not extraordinary enough to be in 
the group with the rest of her siblings. Sir Reginald Hargreeves 
unexpectedly dies and the siblings (except for Ben and 5) are 
reunited. They had not seen each other on many years. During the 
memorial service for their dad, Number 5 returns from the future 
through a time portal in his 13 year old body, while everyone else 
is in their twenties. Number 5 came back with very important 
news, the world will end in 8 days. When he jumped too far in 
the future he got stuck during the apocalypse and saw that all his 
family was dead. Will this dysfunctional family be able to save 
themselves and the world before time is up?
 I am absolutely obsessed with this show! I watched 
the whole first season (10 episodes) within the first week that it 
came out. On the contrary, I would not recommend that because 

the since second season isn’t out yet, I am kind of bored because 
that was such a good show that all other shows can’t really 
compare. Firstly, I like how relatable this show is! I can relate to 
the love stories embedded into the show and the problems that 
these people, like most people, go through. I usually do not like 
superhero shows and movies but this show kept pulling me back 
in. The choice of cast is probably my favorite part. The cast is 
very diverse and they play their parts very well. They definitely 
fit into the personality of their character.  One actor from this 
show, Aiden Gallagher, was on a tv show that I used to watch as 
a kid. The show that he was on, Nicky, Ricky, Dicky, and Dawn, 
was one of my favorite shows to watch. Aiden Gallagher played 
Nicky. Initially, that is what made me want to watch this show. 
I loved his character in the other show and in this show and I 
think I like his character even more. Aiden plays Number 5 who 
is mysterious and pretty serious. On his other show he was a fun 
and loving kid.  Next, one of my favorite parts about this show 
is the comedy. Almost every 2 minutes I am laughing about 
something that either happened in the show or a joke that they 
said. I also think that is why so many people like this show. There 
are plot twists throughout the show that make you more interest-
ed and make you want to watch the whole season as fast as you 
can. In addition to the plot twists, this show also has an amazing 
choice of background music. Most of the music I did not know. 
That made if fun because I liked the songs, then looked them up 
and added them to my playlist. Almost every scene that has a 
fight in it has some type of music in it that makes you feel happy 
and makes the show so much more fun to watch. Sometimes the 
music gives you a rush of adrenaline and I usually would start to 
dance along with the music. I would definitely recommend this 
show to everyone. Please give this show a try. Like I said, I usu-
ally do not like superhero and mystery shows but this show is the 
best show I have ever seen. There is some mild use of language, 
so kids under 11 probably should watch with their parents. The 
language is not every other word but it is present in the show. 

Other than that, this show is a 10/10 rating for me. So, 
next time you finish a series on Netflix, try watching The Um-
brella Academy. I promise that you won’t be disappointed.

Photo: eghsguardian.com
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Arctic Monkeys 
Don’t Miss out
By: Hillary Hata

Snap Out of it… and listen to Arctic Monkeys, because 
you don’t know what you’re missing! The band Arctic Monkeys 
was formed in Sheffield, England. There are four band members 
Alex Turner, Matt Helders, Jamie Cook, and Nick O’Malley. 
Arctic Monkeys was created in 2002 and are still making music 
to this day. The group fits into a total of four genres indie rock, 
garage rock, post-punk revival, psychedelic rock. They have six 
studio albums Whatever People Say I Am, That’s What I’m Not, 
favourite Worst Nightmare, Humbug, Suck It and See, AM, and 
Tranquillity Base Hotel & Casino. The band had started from 
close to nothing, to having the fastest-selling album in UK chart 
history, by a band.

Alex Turner, English musician, singer, songwriter, and 
record producer. When he was 16 years old, he created the band 
with three of his friends in 2002. They were inspired by watching 
other friends play in bands. The bands first gig was in 2003, at at 
a local pub, The Grapes. The group was now we’ll know locally. 
After being mentioned on a national newspaper, in 2005, they 
would start to become popular in the nation. Turner, being the 
lyricist, has impressed many people. His lyrics are unique and 
original. After going on multiple tours, Turner started to enhance 
in performance on stage. Adding his own style on taking over the 
stage. 

Matthew Helders, drummer, vocalist, and songwriter. 
He started playing drums for the group. That was the only choice 
left. Helders started that none of them played an instrument. He 
is the backing vocalists in many of the group’s songs. He usually 
is the response to the harmony, from Alex Turner. From touring, 
Helders has shared many thoughts of it. He believes that touring 
lets you see where you wouldn’t want to live, but is able to bring 
lyrics into mind. But when he goes to his hometown, he finds it 
easy to slip into the crowd.

Jamie Cook, guitarist and songwriter. Cook had been 
a neighbor of Alex Turner which lead to them starting the band. 
Jamie Cook is the most outspoken member out of the group. 
Stating how he hates the print news. On multiple interviews, he 
has defended the group. Everyone in the has their own unique 
aspect. Jamie Cook is seen as the “indie music fanatic.” Cook is 
know for making the group how it is today. Jamie Cook hadn’t 
been just the guitarist. During the beginning of the group, he had 
also been a backing vocal.

Nick O’Malley, bass guitarist and backing vocalists. He 
had started to play the bass guitar at 16 years old. O’Malley had 
originally joined Arctic Monkeys as a temporary replacement 
for Andy Nicholson (member 2002-2006). He had soon fully 
replaced Nicholson, after Nicholson left the group due to “fa-
tigue”. Nick O’Malley has stated that he hadn’t left the house for 
two days, so he could learn the whole debut album. The band had 
done a secret performance to see if O’Malley was ready. A week 
after, he had later broke his playing hand. Even with a broken 

hand, O’Malley still played as the bass guitarist on the tour. After 
the tour and hearing of Andy Nicholson’s departure. Nick O’Mal-
ley soon became an official band member.

Arctic Monkeys have gone on six tours. Whatever 
People Say I Am Tour(2005-2006), Favourite Worst Nightmare 
Tour(2007-2008), Humbug Tour(2009-2010), Suck It and See 
Tour(2011-2012), AM Tour(2013-2014), Tranquility Base Hotel 
& Casino Tour(2018-2019). Having seen multiple recordings of 
their tours, I feel as if it would be an experience I would love to 
have. The band plays very well together, each member makes the 
band fit together. Along with Alex Turner’s captivating moves on 
stage, which shows that he was born to be a singer and on stage.

The band had started off original, and still is. They had 
found many ways to be themselves. Alex Turner, during the first 
Album, had watched human behaviors at nightclubs for inspira-
tion. Even with different songs, you are able to hear the emotion 
held in all the lyrics. If you were to follow the band members 
daily life’s, you can tell that they showcase recent occurrences in 
their music. Whether the music is about teenage days and love 
or the music is about heartbreak and nostalgia. Listening to each 
album shows how the band loves to experiment with their music. 
Each album ends up topping the last album. Even if the previ-
ous album had been amazing. Each song emphasizes a different 
instrument each time. If you Listen to Brainstorm from their Fa-
vourite Worst Nightmare album, each instrument is specialized in 
the song. With each instrument getting a little solo in between the 
chorus. Once all played together, the song becomes even better.

In my opinion, I feel as if everyone should listen to at 
least one of their songs. With all of their albums, they will most 
certainly have one song you would enjoy. Their music can range 
from a slow tempo-melancholy type of song, all the way to an 
upbeat-optimistic feeling. Their music can really set the mood. 
If you are looking for more of the upbeat songs, I would strong-
ly encourage you to listen to their Favourite Worst Nightmare 
album. Most of the songs this the album are more optimistic. But 
if you are looking for more of the slower songs, I would suggest 
the AM album. Most of the songs showcase that failed relation-
ship-nostalgic feeling. In my personal opinion, no matter how 
much you listen to them, their songs never get old. The songs 
have that special thing, where even having been released in 2007 
for example, can still be played in 2019, sounding as if it was 
just released. Which I feel that if a Arctic Monkeys is able to do 
that with every song by them, they are a great band and every-
one should try them out, because you don’t know what you’re 
missing.

Each band member present for a recent 2019 photo shoot. Alex Turner 
(sitting on chair), Nick O’Malley (far right), Matthew Helders (middle 
standing), Jamie Cook (far left).    Photo:bbc.co.uk
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MARS, A SUCCESS OR 
FAILURE? 
By: Noah Halteman

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to live in 
the first extraterrestrial colony? Living on a planet unscathed by 
pollution, and negative human impact. If you have ever wondered 
how we could get to another planet, then I have a show for you. 
“Mars” was released in November of 2016, and was produced by 
national geographic. Just as much as it is science fiction it is also 
science fact/theory, the show is a lot like a simulation of what 
we believe could happen during our start on mars. A lot happens 
during the two seasons of mars thus far, so let’s go ahead and 
break down the core concepts of the series without spoilers.
 Season one aired in November of 2016 and was based 
off of “How We’ll Live on Mars” by Stephen Petranek and was 
basically split up between three different aspects of colonizing 
mars. The first aspect is about the process of reaching the red 
planet. More specifically it’s about how long it will take to get 
there and the technology needed to even attempt the daunting 
task. The second aspect is about the struggle against time, and the 
need for shelter. On mars it is super cold and storms constantly 
ravage the land, but even in the future building shelter takes time 
and the crew will need to hurry before they run out of oxygen and 
fuel. The third aspect is about what happens soon after we have 
colonized mars. What will we do once we are there and how do 
we get supplies there in time to help when it is needed.
 Season two takes place five years after the original 
season, and has a much more straightforward plot that wastes 
no time getting straight into the action. In April of 2042 a rocket 
arrives near the IMSF base carrying a fleet of miners sent by the 
private owned company Lukrum. Over the course of the season 
we see time and time again lukrium jeopardizing both bases. 
Lukrum is representative of the main focus of the season, what 
happens when people start to repeat the same mistakes that we did 
on earth. Season two was quite a whirlwind of a season, with six 
episodes jam packed with action, science, and adventure.
 The show had quite a mixed reaction when it first aired. 
The first season held a 61% approval rating on rotten tomatoes 

with an average score of 7.33 out of 10 based on 18 reviews. The 
general consensus of critics say that “Ron Howard’s direction en-
sures that Mars is an attractive endeavor, even if the show struggles 
to move smoothly between its documentary and fiction elements”. 
On Metacritic it, has a score of 59 out of 100 based of 14 reviews, 
indicating a mixed or average review. Despite the poor critic re-
views, a google survey states that 96 percent of those surveyed state 
that they enjoyed the show and would recommend it to others.

 
             Photo: https://venkatarangan.com/blog/2017/01/mars-tv-series/

 I am definitely one of the viewers that enjoyed this show. It 
is riddled with humor and excitement. The cast consists of already 
accomplished actors and their parts perfectly. Ben Cotton (who 
plays Ben Sawer in the show) also played in hits such as Slither, 
Harpers island, walking tall, and the Battlestar galactica series. 
Another accomplished person in the cast is Jihae Kim (who plays, 
Hana Seung and Joon Seung in the show) is most well know for her 
band named JiHAE which debuted in 2007 and has since released 
four full–length albums. She also was in the recently released movie 
Mortal Engines as Anna Fang. As Amelie Durand there is Clemen-
tine poidatz, a famous French actress she also performed in a couple 
big hits such as Shut in, the Housewife, To each her own, and hello 
goodbye. The show can currently be viewed on Netflix, Hulu, You-
Tube, Amazon prime video, iTunes, Google play movies and tv, as 
well as Vudu. 
  There you have it, Mars was first released in November 
of 2016 and was produced by National Geographic channel. In my 
opinion the show would be a 9.5/10; it was interesting funny and 
educational. All in all it was a very enjoyable show.
 
 

   Photo: www.asc-csa.gc.ca
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Joji: BALLADS 1 
By Braedon Matthews

George Miller halted his career of being ground-break-
ing YouTube comedian Filthy Frank on December 29th, 2017. He 
stopped producing the vulgar show due to both “serious health 
conditions” and personal lack of interest in continuing the series. 
However, that did not stop his creativity from flowing, as he 
quickly transitioned into a music career. He had worked on an 
album called Pink Season and an EP called Pink Season: The 
Prophecy using his previous persona Pink Guy, a zentai-wearing 
character of The Filthy Frank Show. 
Joji began work on his new music career while trying to satisfy 
his Filthy Frank fan base, meaning he would have to go under-
cover to not be dragged down by his other online personas. He 
first announced he would be releasing a Joji album alongside 
Pink Season but the project was quietly put to sleep and can-
celled. However, George released two tracks on his Soundcloud 
under the username “PinkOmega.” The first released on June 4th, 
2015 titled “Dumplings” and the other on August 28th, 2015 titled 
“wefllagn.ii 5.” Later that year, Joji released two singles, “Thom” 
and “You Suck Charlie.” Then publicly announced that his proj-
ect was revived, now being called “Chloe Burbank Vol 1.” Later, 
Joji released his debut project as Joji, In Tongues. His newest 
project, BALLADS 1, was released on October 26th, 2018.

BALLADS 1 took what made everything that came 
before it and made it better. The music has a beautiful quality 
that is just profound and deep, giving tingles with every note, the 
soothing melodies to the brash and unfiltered sound of the others. 
Each song is amplified by the amazing vocals put on by Joji. The 
lyrics and beats give you a feeling with each song. All of them 
complement each other from being slow and meticulous to light 
and happy to even unearthly sounds that lift you into a different 
world. The entirety of the album portrays the inner thoughts of 
the artist. Heartbreak, acceptance, happiness and life all into a 
package of twelve songs.

The album starts off with ATTENTION, a piece perfect 
to start with, introducing the beginning with a piano, slowly 
brining you in with a static-like background track. The vocals 
start to kick in, giving a sad tone and a smooth delivery. The song 
takes a sharp turn when there is a pause, leading into a dramatic 
bass drop, tingling your insides and calming you, even though the 
sound is deep and hurtful. The song gets even more corrupted, the 
piano leading you through the bass. 

The next song is SLOW DANCING IN THE DARK, a 
painful delve into a different reality in ways. The song opens with 
a synth note, slow and controlled with a xylophone-like melody 
in the background. Joji starts off with a strained and sad voice, 
compelling a struggle. He continues to provide vocals and the 
notes clearly building suspense and an anticipation of a release, 
the synth getting higher. Then, a beautiful, resounding note 
provides a shock, making you feel it within your soul. The note 
keeps playing, the sound nothing like anything you’ve ever heard. 
The singing sounds so strained and soaked with heartbreak and 
sadness, making you feel something deep that can’t be explained.

TEST DRIVE follows SDITD with a completely differ-
ent tone, settWANTED U is the next song of the album, starting 
with a dated drum kit taking the light. Then, all of a sudden, 
there is a deep-cutting and resounding lead guitar sound that 
takes over with a bass accompaniment. Once the vocals start, a 
more electronic bass comes in to reinforce the sound and tone. 
The song has a really sad 80s-90s vibe to it that sets it apart from 
the others. The sound of chimes ring in the background with the 
vocals. The vocals fit the song very nicely and sound great. They 
are different, sounding kind of like there are several of the same 
person singing at once. The guitar continues, piercing through 
the vocals amazingly. The song closes out with a corrupted and 
shadowed guitar solo, finishing it off nicely.

CAN’T GET OVER YOU is one of my personal favorites 
on this album. The track was a collaboration with Clams Casi-
no, an Italian-American record producer also known as Michael 
Volpe. The song begins with the name being said as lyrics. This 
song is probably one of the happiest songs on the album, being 
all bubbly and such. The song then takes a weird turn and slows 
down with lapses and a reverse-sounding effect. The music just 
has a mellow yet consistent beat behind it. The song itself is 
great, but the music video really kills it. 

YEAH RIGHT is another heartbreak-fueled song on the 
album. Joji sings about this person he loves or loved that doesn’t 
care about anything he’s doing. He’s going out and just doing 
whatever, he just has no idea if they care if he’s alive or not. The 
tone of the song is a little winy and a little drawn out, making it 
one of the less favorable ones on the album.

   See Page 42 to contine.

Joji (George Miller) giving a performance.                 
    Photo: Discogs.com
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Joji Ballads 1 Cont. from page 42

WHY AM I STILL IN LA is the 7th track on the album, 
featuring artists Shlohmo and D33J on the instrumental parts. The 
song has a slower, chiller vibe than the others, making it more 
obscure, but a nice break. There is singing about just Joji’s mental 
state and how he must escape and is really important to the over-
all tone of the album. The song is moderately slow, clocking in at 
a small 4 stanzas of lyrics. Overall this song is a great addition to 
the album.

NO FUN is next on the album and in my opinion is 
probably on the lower-quality side of the album. This is probably 
the only song that you could make the song completely disappear 
and not realize that it has disappeared from existence. Honestly 
it feels like a budget CAN’T GET OVER YOU that was kind of 
scrapped in a way. Definitely on the bad half of the spectrum on 
this one.

I’m going to be pairing COME THRU and XNXX togeth-
er due to the similarity and way I think of them. COME THRU 
is one that is similar to track 7 and is a little peppier and not as 
chill, but it’s still pretty good. XNXX is on the catchier side and is 
a good song to play in the background because it isn’t really sad 
and depressing and thought-provoking. Both are a nice addition 
to the album and overall song-wise.

R.I.P. is track ten on the album and features American 
rapper Trippie Redd. The two exchange a bit and mix it up, mak-
ing the song have great diversity vocal-wise. The song is very 
reminiscent of a strong friendship or just life in general, as the 
two talk about dying. It feels heartfelt and has a modern trap-like 
beat in the background. Honestly, its better to listen to it then read 
about it.    

The final song on the record is called I’LL SEE YOU 
IN 40. To be honest, I have absolutely no idea on what the title 
means, but I feel like it fits. The song feels like a see-you-later 
and like a finale. The song opens with a really distorted vocal 
sound with ukulele accompaniment. Then a soft guitar kicks in, 
introducing the vocals. Honestly, the vocals in this song are some 
of the clearest and prettiest on the record. The drum set comes 
in softly to go with the main vocals. The guitar leads out, slowly 
introducing the calming ukulele and distorted vocals, almost 
feeling like the eye of a storm, leading off the end of the storm of 
the sound.

Overall, this album is one of my favorites of all time. 
The transformation of the artist to the beautiful vocals on the 
songs are simply breathtaking. The pure range of songs and styles 
boggles my mind. From SDITD to CAN’T GET OVER YOU to 
XNXX are all so unique and different that I can’t even explain it. 
I love this artist so much and I am personally excited to see the 
new things that Joji comes through with in the coming years. 
Overall, this album gets a 9.5/10 in my book.                                                                                               

Finals Week
By Kennedy Terhune

Katy Delaney, a Fishers Junior High School student, taking an 
online canvas final.                 Photo: Kennedy Terhune

At the end of every semester teachers are required 
to give final exams. Although finals are not as big of a 
deal in middle school as in high school, they still have a 
great effect on the students’ total percentage in the class. 
The format of the said exam is not regulated. Some teach-
ers give paper and pencil written exams, writing exams, 
canvas tests, or various creative projects. Even though 
teachers can get unique in what they assign as their final 
exam, most teachers tend to stick with the standard paper 
pencil assessment. This is because while the test varies, 
the time and purpose of the test stay consistent, which is 
why I felt final exams to be an appropriate topic to review. 

I don’t like finals week. I actually despise it. I 
disagree with the purpose, execution, and impact of the 
exams. That being said, I still do agree with the goal. I 
think most people can agree why we have final exams. 
They are to test kids’ knowledge of a specific course, to 
both make sure they are active students and to reach the 
overarching goal of education. That goal being to develop 
culturally educated, mature, and diverse members of a 
community. 
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The Life At FJH
By: Shea Owens

Fishers Junior High is a amazing school. It has a gold star rating and has many clubs and opportunities. Some of the electives 
you can take include: performing arts, visual designs, and computer science.There are many different classes you can take based 
on your talents and academic abilities. There are many different routes your day can go, and I will be showing you some common 
schedules of 7th and 8th graders.

First let’s talk about the schedule. There is a daily schedule, no BEST schedule, and a two hour delay schedule, which are 
listed below:

    Daily Schedule 
1st period 7:35am-8:29am
2nd period 8:34am-9:18am
3rd period 9:23am-10:07am
4th period 10:12am-10:56am
5th period 11:01am-12:37pm
6th period 12:42pm-1:26 pm
7th period 1:31pm-2:15pm
8th period (best) 2:20pm-2:45pm

                        
   No BEST schedule 
 1st period 7:35am-8:29am
2nd period 8:34am-9:24am
3rd period 9:29am-10:19am
4th period 10:24am-11:14am
5th period 11:19am-12:55pm
6th period 1:00pm-1:50pm
7th period 1:55pm-2:45pm

Two-hour Delay schedule 
1st period 9:33am-10:09am
2nd period 10:14am-10:44am
3rd period 10:49am-11:19am
4th period 11:34am-1pm (a,b,c lunch)
5th period 1:05pm-1:35pm
6th period 1:40pm-2:10pm
7th period 2:15pm-2:45pm

On a normal day if you are a bus rider you get off the bus at 7:24am. You then enter the school entrances. (7,6,and 5) If you 
are a car rider you can go to class at 7:24am. If you get to school earlier you wait in the cafeteria until the bell rings at 7:24am. You 
can hangout and get ready for homeroom until 7:35am which is when 1st period starts. There is a warning bell at 7:30am to make sure 
you get to class on time too.

Since we have the schedule down, here’s is something else you may want to know. With the 7 classes you can have 3 classes 
of your choice as electives. It is required to take Math, Science, Social Studies, and English. However, you can have advanced core 
classes if your grades are high enough.You can take honors algebra 1 and honors geometry. High school honors courses in junior 
high will be counted in high school gpa as weighted credit. If the student earns a c- or higher in the high school course taken in junior 
high it will count towards Academic Honors Diploma credit requirements. As one of your electives you can have a choice of band, 
orchestra, or choir. If you love to sing you can also sign up for a higher advanced chorus group. The three choir choices are voices, 
melody, sound, and sensation. The chorus director, Mrs.Baney will have auditions, and decide what choir group will benefit you to 

See Page 44 to contine.
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the best of your abilities.  There are also sports you can take. 
Students can play sports such as basketball, cheerleading, cross 
country, football, golf, tennis, track, volleyball, and wrestling. 
There also some clubs you can do. One of these clubs are called 
Best Buddies. Best Buddies gives students with special needs 
the opportunity to interact with their typical peers. There is also 
a club that keeps vegetable gardens looking good all year round. 
They call it the “ Charger Gardening Gang”. There is also a yoga 
club, writing club, and of course, student council.

A lot of 7th  graders are probably curious about how 
the day will go when they are in 8th grade. As a 8th grader, I 
will explain how your day could possibly look. First period I 
have science. After the warning bell I usually go to class. In 8th 
grade we do a lot of labs. If we aren’t doing a lab (experiment) 
we are taking notes and it is usually group work. You also do a 
lot of work on your own. You will have a due date and you can 
usually work on it at your own pace as long as it is turned in at 
the required deadlines. Second period I have art. It is one of the 
elective classes I chose. In art we usually spend 1-3weeks on 
a assignment. We work at our own pace and do are own thing. 
The deadlines are also always listed on canvas and it is a really 
fun class to take if you are more on the creative side. For third 
period I have sensation choir. It is a advanced choir. During this 
class we have some time to talk to peers and get questions out 
of the way before class starts. After that time is over Mrs.Baney 
takes attendance and we warm up our voices. If we are learning 
a new song we usually split up by section(alto, second soprano, 
and sopranos) we take around 20 minutes if the class to go over 
the song in our sections then we all unite and sing the new song. 
For the rest of the class we usually make corrections and on the 
song. If we know the song already we sing through it and try 
to make it better. 4th period I have math. In math we first work 
on a bell work to get our brains thinking. After that we go over 
the bell work. If we had homework the night before check for 
accuracy on canvas. After we are done grading homework we 
take notes in class, which usually takes up the rest of the period. 
The homework we have are always based off the notes we took 
in class which is why we usually have homework daily except 
for on weekends. For 5th period I have English. In English we 
also have a bell work and after we are done with the bell work 
we usually take notes in class or work on a assignment. When we 
have a assignment it is usually a project that counts for half of our 
grade. 6th period I have journalism. In journalism all the students 
do there own thing based on what needs to be done. It is a really 
fun class as long as you get your work done on time. After 
journalism I have history, In this class we take notes and have fun 
ways to learn about the history of our country. We usually have 
very few test but they count for a big part of your grade. So as 
long as you pay attention it is a great class. After 7th period all the 
students have B.E.S.T, which is a study period. During best you 
can get help from teachers for subjects you don’t understand and 
you can get homework done and study for classes.

That is how your day could look as a 8th grade student 
or possibly much similar. Overall, you can take many different 
electives of your choice, and you can have a fun time deciding 
what you would most likely want to take in high school.
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Millions Hear Tigers 
Roar at Masters
By: Brady Schmidt

 The annual Masters Golf tournament at 
Augusta National is considered to be the biggest 
tournament in golf. It was held in Augusta, Georgia 
on Thursday, April 11 through Sunday, April 14. The 
first Masters tournament was held 85 years ago in 
1934 and it was won by Horton Smith who walked 
away with $1,500.The total prize fund was $5,000. 
In 2019 the winner earned $2,070,000 and the total 
prize fund was $11,500,000. That winner was Tiger 
Woods.

Tiger won his 5th Masters tournament 
this year with a final score of -13 or thirteen under 
par. The runner ups were Dustin Johnson, Brooks 
Koepka, and Xander Schauffele all finishing twelve 
under par. Tiger has the second most Masters wins 
of all time behind Jack Nicklaus who has 6. Tiger 
and Jack are also the only two golfers to ever win 
the Masters in three separate decades. Jack won in 
the 60s, 70s, and 80s. Tiger won in the 90s, 2000s, 
and 2010s. Before his win in 2019 Tiger hadn’t won 
the Masters since 2005, that 14 years is the longest 
anyone has gone between two Masters Wins.

Many people consider Tiger the greatest 
golfer ever. He has many achievements to back it up 
too. According to en.m.wikipedia.org Tiger Woods 
has won 81 PGA Tour events, second behind Sam 
Snead who has 82. Tiger has won 15 majors, second 
behind Jack Nicklaus’ 18. According to msn.com 
Tiger has over $113,000,000 in career earnings, next 
closest is Phil Mickelson with $87,704,269. He holds 
the record for most weeks ranked #1 in the world at 
683. Tiger has the most wins on the Tour by a person 
in their 20s. He won 46 times in his 20s, next closest 
is Nicklaus with 30. Woods is the only PGA player 
ever to win 8 times on a single course which he has 
done on 3 courses. These are Bay Hill, Firestone 
Country Club, Torrey Pines. Woods holds the record 
for most consecutive cuts made which is 142. Tiger 
has 18 World Golf Championship victories which is 
the most, second is Dustin Johnson with 5.

This year 87 players played in the Masters 
and 65 made the cut. The cut is where after the 
first two days a certain number of players won’t 
get to play the last 2 days of the tournament. The 
cut number for the Masters this year was 147 or 
+3. Woods won the Masters and he’s 43 so he’s 
the second oldest player to ever win it behind 46 
year old Jack Nicklaus. Winning would’ve already 
been hard at 43 but it’s more impressive seeing that 
he won despite of his personal issues and injuries.  

 See Page 48 to contine.
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Basketball in Indiana: High School and Beyond
By: Jacob Klus

 
High school state championship at Bankers life in downtown Indianapolis. 
       Photo: hammerandrails.com/

Larry (the legend) Bird, Gordon Hayward, Glenn Robinson, and Gary Harris. These might be some names that you might 
know. In fact, they all lived and grew up in Indiana. Larry bird grew up in West Baden Springs, Indiana near French Lick. Gordon 
Hayward grew up in Indianapolis.  Glenn Robinson grew up in Gary, Indiana. Gary Harris was born right here in Fishers Indiana. 
These players are all NBA stars. But what about rising stars? What about our age or players going into college? What schools are the 
best in Indiana for basketball?

According to lalumiere.org, La Lumiere is a boarding and day school for grades 9-12, located an hour 
outside of Chicago in La Porte, Indiana.  Keion Brooks was ranked 23 for the national best basketball player. According to 
d1circuit.com, he averaged 21.5 points per game for the Indiana Heat in 2018. This year Keion Brooks had 17 college offers from 
popular college basketball teams like Kentucky, Indiana, and Michigan State. On March 15, 2019, Keion Brooks confirmed he would 
be a wildcat at the University of Kentucky.  

Four of the top 20 2019 best basketball recruits in Indiana went to La Lumiere—Isaiah Stewart, Keion Brooks, Jakov Kukic, 
and Paxson Wojcik.  Jordan Poole, a shooting guard attended La Lumiere. He was 2016 first team All-Wisconsin selection as a junior 
and graduated in 2017. He accepted an offer to attend Michigan University. According to Wikipedia, he is best known for a game-
winning buzzer beater three-point shot that he made as a true freshman to help the 2017–18 Wolverines advance to the Sweet Sixteen 
round of the 2018 NCAA Division I Men›s Basketball Tournament as part of their road to the 2018 NCAA Championship Game. At 
the NCAA Championship Game against the Villanova Wildcats Jordan Poole scored 7 points in 27 minutes. Michigan wouldn’t have 
made it to the finals if Poole wasn’t there. Michigan ended up beating Villanova on November 14, 2018 with a final score of Michigan 
73 and Villanova 46.

Trayce Jackson-Davis, a center, is nationally ranked 18 for the best basketball player. Trayce attended Center Groove 
Highschool (the Trojans) in Indiana. He had 12 different college offers like Indiana, Butler, IUPUI, and Creighton. He ended up 
committing to Indiana this year. He will play for Indiana the 2019-2020 season.
Isaiah Thompson, a point guard is nationally ranked 203 for the best basketball player. Isaiah attended Zionsville for high school. On 
January 6th 2018, Isaiah Thompson signed to Purdue University. 

According to maxpreps.com the top five high school basketball teams in 2019 are Carmel, La Lumiere (LaPorte), Warren 
Central (Indianapolis), Lawrence Central (Indianapolis), and Lawrence North (Indianapolis). Shouldn’t La Lumiere be ranked first for 
the best basketball school in Indiana? Carmel only has one player in the top twenty, John-Michael Mulloy. La Lumiere has four in the 
top twenty. Carmel had a record of 26-1, La Lumiere had a record of 29-1. According to maxpreps.com, La Lumiere is ranked 8th for 
top basketball high schools in the United States. Warren Central is ranked 44th in the United States as well.

Indiana has been named the “Basketball State”. Maybe Indiana does have some of the most competitive basketball in the 
country. Indiana is known for the excitement of high school basketball (“Hoosier Hysteria”). According to Wikipedia.org, Indiana’s 
passion for basketball was observed and written about by basketball’s inventor, James Naismith. In 1925, Naismith visited an Indiana  

 See Page 46 to contine.
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basketball state finals game along with 15,000 screaming fans 
and later wrote, that while it was invented in Massachusetts, 
“basketball really had its origin in Indiana, which remains the 
center of the sport.” Basketball was invented in Massachusetts 
but Rev. Nicholas McKay brought the game over to Indiana one 
year later (1892).

Hoosiers is a famous basketball film from 1986.  
Hoosiers tells the story of a small-town Indiana high 
school basketball team that wins the state championship. 
It is loosely based on the Milan High School team that won 
the 1954 state championship. This is a film about a team from 
Indiana. Hinkle Fieldhouse (Butler University basketball 
court) was one of the main courts in Indiana. Also, a gym in 
Knightstown, Indiana was in the movie. The court is now a 
museum, gym, and community center. 

Also, Indiana has some of the best college basketball 
teams in Indiana. This includes Purdue, Indiana, Butler, and 
Notre Dame. This past NCAA tournament Purdue made it to the 
elite eight narrowly losing to Virginia in overtime. The final score 
was Virginia 80 and Purdue 75. Indiana however did not make 
it to the NCAA tournament this year. In the NIT Indiana lost to 
Wichita State with a final score of, Wichita State 73 and Indiana 
63. However, Indiana did not play their best player, Romeo 
Langford.

The Indiana Pacers just spend 360 million dollars on 
legislation passed to help fund renovations. According to ibj.
com, expansion of Bankers Life Fieldhouse, including an outdoor 
entry plaza to the north and trendy new gathering spaces inside. 
The Pacers are also staying in Indiana for 25 more years. Maybe 
Indiana really does like basketball if we are spending 360 million 
dollars on a team. 

Overall, there are a lot of good basketball players from 
Indiana or that went to a school in Indiana. The game is just 
getting more and more competitive. A ball being dribbled up and 
down a wooden floor, lines painted on the ground. The sound 
of the ball being thrown, “SMACK”, down from a block. The 
swoosh of the net. This is Indiana basketball! 

The Madness Surrounds 
the Basketball State
By: Akheil Paul

 

 There was one team from the state of Indiana to make it 
to the big dance. That team was the Purdue Boilermakers of West 
Lafayette, Indiana. The Boilers entered the tournament with a 
share of the Big Ten regular season championship. Despite their 
Big Ten Tournament first round loss to Minnesota, the 
Boilermakers managed to go beyond expectations in the NCAA 
Tournament. They won their first round matchup against Old 
Dominion by a score of 61-48. In the second round, Purdue 
soared past the defending champion, the Villanova Wildcats. The 
final score was 87-61. Purdue guard Carsen Edwards racked up 
42 points including 9 three pointers. The Sweet 16 matchup 
against Tennessee did not disappoint either. Purdue won in 
overtime by Carsen Edwards and Ryan Cline’s combined 56 of 
the Boilers’ 99 total points. This sent Purdue to their first Elite 
Eight since 2000. They were going to face the Virginia Cavaliers.  
 Purdue led by 2 points with 4 seconds left in the game. 
Virginia guard Kihei Clark threw a full court pass to Virginia 
forward Mamadi Diakite for a floater at the buzzer. This 
miraculous shot sent the game to overtime where the 
Boilermakers couldn’t keep up with the number 1 seeded 
Cavaliers. The Cavaliers won in overtime 80-75. Despite Carsen 
Edward’s 42 points, it wasn’t enough to outlast Virginia. Edwards 
still broke NBA superstar Stephen Curry’s NCAA tournament 
record of most points in 4 consecutive games.  
 Despite losing in the Elite Eight, the Purdue 
Boilermakers still had a miraculous season. They finished the 
regular season 22-9 and had an overall record of 26-10. Purdue 
lost 4 of their 5 starters from last year who were all seniors. 
Purdue was predicted to go on a big tournament run last season 
having 4 starting seniors, but things had a twist. In the first round, 
Purdue center “7’2” Isaac Haas fractured his elbow and was out 
for the rest of the tournament. Purdue would go on to win the 

The 3rd seed of the South Region Purdue Boilermakers defeated the 
2nd seed Tennessee Volunteers in the Sweet 16 99-94 in overtime to 

reach their first Elite Eight appearance in 19 years.           
Photo: streakingthelawn.com

     Photo: kusi.com
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second round without Haas but would lose in the Sweet 16 to 
Texas Tech. This season’s expectations were not as high. Carsen 
Edwards would be the only returning player from last year’s 
starting lineup. 
 Entering the NCAA Tournament as a 3 seed, things 
could have gone either way for Purdue. Things went very well for 
the Boilers defeating Old Dominion and the defending champions 
in Villanova. They then went on to defeat the 2 seed Tennessee 
Volunteers to advance to the Elite Eight. That’s when their season 
ended to the National Champs, the Virginia Cavaliers. Reaching 
the Elite Eight with such a young and inexperienced team 
promises a bright future for this Purdue basketball program.
 Elsewhere in the NCAA Tournament, Indiana native 
Kyle Guy became a rising star as the tournament went on. The 
Virginia guard attended Belzer Middle School and Lawrence 
Central High School. Kyle went on to average 15.4 points per 
game all season long and despite his struggles early on, took 
home the National Championship for his school. He then earned 
the award of NCAA Tournament MVP. This proved redemption 
for the Cavaliers after making history last year for the wrong 
reason. Last year the Virginia Cavaliers got the number 1 seed in 
the big dance, which was promising because no 1 seed had ever 
lost in the first round, until then. The 16 seeded UMBC Golden 
Retrievers defeated last year’s Cavalier team by a whopping 
score of 74-54. This year Virginia forgot their past and went 
into this year’s tournament with confidence. They defeated the 
16 seed Gardner Webb in the first round, and then rolled past 
Oklahoma in the second round. In the Sweet 16 they faced the 
12 seed Cinderella team in the Oregon Ducks. Virginia barely 
escaped and advanced to face the Purdue Boilermakers. The 
Boilers were hot going into the game, but Kyle Guy lit up Purdue 
from beyond the arc. The 3 point shootout resulted in a Virginia 
victory to advance to the Final Four in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
The Cavaliers would face the Tigers of Auburn. Virginia would 
win at the last second by 3 clutch free throws by Kyle Guy. They 
then went on to defeat the Texas Tech Red Raiders in the National 
Championship game. A complete all time turn around season for 
the Virginia Cavaliers. From worst to first.
 Indiana is a state known for basketball. From Larry 
(Legend) Bird to Reggie Miller, Indiana has a rich basketball 
history. College basketball is a big part of Indiana as well. While 
representing two Big Ten teams and an ACC team, Indiana knows 
the big dance. The Butler Bulldogs have a notable alumni from 
their basketball program. NBA star Gordon Hayward being one 
of them, as well as former Bulldogs coach Brad Stevens. Both 
Brad and Gordon are now with the Boston Celtics, Gordon on 
the team and Brad the head coach. Indiana University had one of 
the most if not the most iconic college basketball ever in Bobby 
Knight. He really transformed the Indiana-Purdue rivalry. Ever 
since, it’s been a tradition of the college basketball season. Every 
year the two Indiana Big Ten teams meet and every year both 
teams show out for an excellent duel. With many growing and 
improving college basketball programs around the state, Indiana 
can only go up from here in basketball popularity. It is after all 
our state sport.

Celtics Sweep Pacers
By Colin Honeman

Pacers star Victor Oladipo goes out via stretcher while up 46-38 
against the Raptors with 4:05 left in the second quarter.                   
     Photo: NBC Sports

It was January 23rd, the Indiana Pacers were a solid 
31-15 going into a game against the Toronto Raptors, just behind 
them in the east and on pace for the third best record in the east. 
It was then, early in the second quarter, star Victor Oladipo 
went down with a ruptured quad tendon, ruining their chances 
of closing out the season as many thought. The pacers ended up 
48-34 even after the loss of Oladipo, and secured the 5 seed in 
the east against the Boston Celtics. Many expected the pacers to 
be a “bubble team,” this means that they were right on the edge 
of being in or out of the playoffs. Surprisingly, as mentioned 
earlier, they close out the regular season without someone that 
could score consistently for them, which gives their coach, Nate 
McMillan, a great shot at being named coach of the year. Victor 
Oladipo was such a big loss, that going into the season, Bleacher 
Report ranked him as the second best shooting guard behind 
James Harden. 

Just shy of three months after the injury, as mentioned 
earlier, the pacers go up against the 4 seeded Boston Celtics. In 
game one on the road, they held their own pretty well. At the 
half the Pacers were up 45-36. They were shooting good shots, 
making a good amount of them and outperformed the Celtics, 
they wanted it more. The third quarter of this game however, was 
arguably the worst quarter the pacers have had in recent memory. 
Once again they were shooting good shots, but this time they 
weren’t going in. They got outscored 26-8 in just one quarter. 
Including this run, a decent way through the fourth quarter the 
Pacers had gotten outscored 36-10 since the half. After a few 
good shots with no success, it started to make the Pacers work 
ethic lower, and made them just flat-out fall apart in every aspect 
of the game. They were giving up really easy shots and had a lot 
of turnovers in the quarter. They semi-brought it back to outscore 
the Celtics 21-20 in the fourth, but the miserable third quarter 
made them lose 84-74. Another aspect that hurt the Pacers was  

 See Page 48 to contine.
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the horrendous 6-27 three point shooting (22%) and 28-84 overall 
shooting (33%). The pacers also went 12-21 at the free throw line 
(57%). It was quite obvious the Pacers had an off night. Nothing 
too bad to go down 1-0 on the road against a good team and have 
one off quarter. 

Off of the tough lost in game 1, the Pacers were ready 
for game 2. They managed for a slim 33-29 point lead going into 
the second quarter. After a mostly back and forth half, the Pacers 
were barely down 52-50 at the half. A hard fought effort by both 
teams made it a close game. Then after a terrible third quarter in 
their latest encounter, they turned it around and gave the Celtics 
a taste of their own medicine and outscored them 29-16 in the 
third quarter. They were up a sizeable margin, 79-68. The Celtics 
didn’t start to cut into the lead until around 9 minutes left in 
the game. The Celtics did indeed bring it back, and the Pacers 
kept a 2 point lead with a minute left. Then possibly the biggest 
turnaround ever, and a little bit of free-throws helped the Celtics 
win by 8 after outscoring the Pacers 31-12 in the fourth.  

After this the series shifted to Indiana. This could give 
them a boost to bring it back to being tied at 2-2, but as the first 
two games, they fell apart at some point. They fought hard once 
again in the first half. Coming out of the break, once again, they 
fell apart. They got outscored 21-12 in the third quarter. Not 
outscored by that much in the quarter compared to other games, 
but the big emphasis is on the fact that they only scored 12 
points. On a 12 points per quarter average for a game, you would 
only score 48 points. The pacers average 108.0ppg in the regular 
season. The Pacers then went on to lose the game 104-96. The 
Celtics also took it to the in the first quarter and outscored them 
41-28, but the Pacers were able to answer back with a 33-18 
second quarter, making it a 61-59 lead at the half. 
 Now on to game 4. Not a terrible game by either team, 
the Pacers even managed to get past the second half drought as 
they had in the previous three games. Both teams played their 
hardest, one fighting for a sweep and some rest before the second 
round, the other fighting for pride in front of their own home 
crowd. Nothing really terrible to point on in this game by either 
team, Pacers let up a lead in the last few minutes of the game, and 
only lost 110-106. It was a close game down to the very end, but 
Boston, like every other game, managed to pull away with the 
victory and managed to sweep a team without their star. 
 So now what for the Pacers? They were able to stay in 
the playoff run despite being without their best player. Victor 
Oladipo is expected to be back to normal around the December 
2019/January 2020 mark. It’s likely that the Pacers will keep a 
winning record before Oladipo’s return, and Oladipo will get 
back to the way he was before the playoffs start back up again. If 
this does happen, it’s quite likely that the Pacers could compete 
for the Eastern Conference title. There is still the 2019 NBA draft 
for the Pacers to potentially pick up a good rookie if Oladipo 
does not return to the way he was. Until then, the Pacers, and 
everyone that watches them will have to play the waiting game. 

Woods only led the a final day of the tournament, he started 
behind Francesco Molinari who was leading the tournament but 
hit the ball into a water hazard twice on the last day. This was 
Woods’ first time winning a major without leading after the first 
3 days. Most of the media had Rory Mcllroy, Justin Rose, and 
Dustin Johnson as the favorites. Rory finished tied for 21st, Rose 
failed to even make the cut, and Dustin finished in second. 2019 
was the first year that 3 players had shot 64 or better in a single 
round. Those players all did it on the 3rd day and were Patrick 
Cantlay, Tony Finau, and Webb Simpson.

It’s very hard to win the Masters but it’s also hard to 
just get in. According to businessinsider.com to qualify for the 
Masters you have to fit one of the following  criteria. A Masters 
past champion gets a lifetime invitation. Golfers who won the US 
Open in the last 5 years get an invitation. You receive an invita-
tion if you’ve won the British Open in the last 5 years. Winners 
of the last 5 PGA Championships get an invitation. So basically 
if someone has won any of the other 3 majors in the last 5 years, 
they get in the Masters. Champions of the Players Championship 
in the last 3 years receive an invite. The current US Amateur 
champion and the runner-up automatically qualify. Another way 
to qualify is to be either the current British Amateur champion or 
the Asia-Pacific Amateur champion. The Latin American Ama-
teur champion and US Mid- Amateur champion qualify. Players 
of last years Masters that finished top 12 get a bid. Players who 
finished top 4 in the last US Open Championship, British Open 
Championship, and PGA Championship all qualify. This year 
only 87 people played in the Masters which is the lowest number 
ever.

A 14 year old named Alec Cesar from Westfield, Indiana 
qualified for the drive, chip, and putt contest at Augusta this year. 
The drive, chip, and putt contest is a contest for junior golfers 
before the Masters and less than 100 people from the whole coun-
try qualify, but he did. There is also a Par 3 contest before every 
Masters Tournament. This year Matt Wallace won on the third 
playoff hole against Sandy Lyle. Both players finished with 22 
or 5 under after 9, but Wallace pulled it out. The three other aces 
were by Shane Lowry, Mark O’Meara, and Devon Bling. 

The Masters is a fun and exciting time in golf and even 
people who aren’t golf fans still enjoy it. There is lots happening 
from the drive, chip, and putt contest, to the Par 3 contest, to the 
4 days of tournament golf. It was even more exciting with Tiger 
making history and pushing through for the win. That’s why 
everyone heard his roar.

Millions Hear Tiger’s Roar Cont. from page 44Celtics sweep Pacers Cont. from page 47

Tiger Woods wins 2019 Masters.     Photo: golfchannel.com
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Start on Track
By: Lydia Lytle

Sierra Combs running the 4 by 800m race at the Carmel Middle 
School Track Meet May 17, 2019. Photo: Annabelle Luckuck

This year’s track team is on a roll! Track season started 
late in March with athletes ready to fly. Our three groups in track, 
short distance, long distance, and shot put had their first track 
meet on Thursday April 11 against Creekside in Carmel. 

Starting off with the distances in running (not including 
relays and hurdles): The mile is 4 laps around the track and is 
1600 meters long. Next is the 3200m, the 3200m race is two 
miles and 8 laps. After that is the 800m, the 800 is 800 meters 
long, it’s two laps around the track, and is half of the mile. Next 
there is the 400m, the 400m is only one lap and this is where we 
enter into the short distance runs. The next race is the 300m race, 
this race is a lap and a half around the track. After is the 200m 
race half of one lap and the sprints are on! Finally there is the 
100m race where the athletes run ¼ of one lap around the track. 

Then there are the Hurdles. Hurdles is an event where 
you have to jump over barriers where you have to be precise to 
make it over the barriers. There are different distances with the 
hurdles but Hurdles is short distance.

Next is shot put. This event involves the athlete to push/
throw the put as far as they can. The circular object usually 
weighs around 8-16 pounds. Athletes in this event sometimes 
have certain ways and tricks on throwing it farther. In this event 
there can be fouls where your not in a certain circle.

After that is Sprints. This event is when you run in a 
short distance in a short period of time. Sprints are also used in 
multiple other sports. One athlete you might be familiar with 
who does sprints is Usain Bolt. He currently is holding the world 
record for the 100m and 200m race.

This is the order of events for the running events at every single 
track meet:

4x800m Relay
110m Hurdles

100m Dash
1600m Run
4x100m Relay
400m Dash 
300m Hurdles
800m Run
200m Dash
2400m Run
4x400m Relay

Coaches, according to the Fishers Junior High Website, are:

Casey McDowell - Head Boys Coach, Short Distance 
Rocky Pollock - Head Girls Coach, Long Distance 
Justin Dowden - Assistant Coach, Jumpers, Short Distance 
Shelby Zeller- Assistant Coach, Middle Distance 
Dustin Fillmore - Assistant Coach, Throws, Shot put

 Copper Kane an eighth grader in long distance enjoys 
his track workouts and has a mile time of 5:32. To the question, 
what keeps you mentally pushing yourself further until you 
cross the finish line? He states: “Knowing that I’ll be fine when 
I finish and knowing I’ll feel successful.” Copper Kane has also 
been in first place before and is planning to do track next year in 
high school. Annabelle Luckcuck, also an eighth grader in long 
distance, got asked the same question: “What keeps you mentally 
pushing yourself further until you cross the finish line?” She 
states:  “Knowing I will hear the cheer of the crowd when I cross 
the finish line.” 

Grace Carroll (8th) is in shot put. She is funny once you 
get to know her, athletic, and has fun with her teammates! Her 
farthest throw is 31 feet and 11 ½ inches. To the question asked, 
what made you want to do track? Grace Carroll states: “I wanted 
to do something that was different, so I thought track would be 
fun to do, throwing would be fun.” 

Finally there is Colin Honeman, an Eighth grader, who 
really enjoyed Track last year. To the question asked: What did 
you enjoy about Track? he answered “There were a lot of friends 
there, and the events were fun.” Sadly this year he got injured and 
couldn’t run Track. 

Track and Field coach Mr. McDowell has been a track 
coach for twenty three years. He enjoys coaching athletes and 
has had many great memories in his life where many were past 
coaches. Mr. McDowell states, “We basically look at our season 
in three phases, our end result is our County track meet.” Mr. 
McDowell is currently (as of the date 5/7/19) the hurdles, sprints, 
and assistant relay coach.

Track is a really good way to make friends, increase 
your endurance, and improve your running skills. If you enjoy 
running and throwing it’s greatly recommended that you join. By 
the time you read this the track season will be over, but now that 
you’ve read this anyone can join Track and have a blast!
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Do We need more Sports
By Braedon Matthews

In my opinion, we need some more to spice up the roster. This is because it could bring more 
revenue to schools, new sports can bring more competition, and how much more students would want 
new sports to be considered. Sports in schools have been there a really long time because, well they’re 
sports. Schools can participate or endorse to almost every grade level. 

 Revenue is a large factor when it comes to adding more things to be funded. It could be 
difficult to raise the money given by the school. With fundraising and ticket sale, there could be plenty 
to absolutely no revenue. More and more can be given to the school to fund the program and keep it 
running. Some sports require lots of effort like marching band or football. They both require a field and 
equipment and lots of specialists. The charge could be really high or fundraising could be utilized. Our 
school should be equipped for lots of sports. Some more than others. We shouldn’t ever really have a 
marching band because that probably wouldn’t work.

New sports can bring more competition and more positive spirit to the school. There could 
be more ticket sales because people actually want to go see the game and support their classmates go 
compete with other people. This could bring more and more people, therefore raising more money 
from the kids who choose to participate and choose to watch. It’s a win-win for the school and others 
involved. Competition gives players something to look forward to. They could spread word about the 
match/game and then more will come to the game. This factor could also inspire other students to par-
take in the events later on in the next year or so. This could, again, make more money for the school, 
helping the revenue side of the deal.

There is a large variety of sports that could be put into action at schools. There are a few very 
high ones on the list that feel almost necessary in the realm of sports. Number 1 is soccer because it 
just feels a little weird not having it. Soccer is the world’s most popular sport and we don’t have it 
at our school. It wouldn’t take long to assemble a team because of its popularity everywhere. Soccer 
just feels obligatory to have as a sport not just in PE class, but also as a school sport. Next is Baseball, 
and it won’t really take much to get it approved because there is literally a baseball field juxtapose 
the school and I’ve personally never seen it be used except when going outside in PE. This one is like 
soccer except for the fact that it isn’t really played as much worldwide. It also shouldn’t take long to 
assemble a team. The last two are on the more obscure side, but are now on the rise as popular sports. 
Lacrosse and Rugby are two sports that are being developed in this area more and more each year. 
Lacrosse would be easy to set up because it uses the length of a football field to play on. However, it 
may take a little bit longer to make a team up, but it could be worked out pretty easily in my opinion. 
Rugby may be a little tougher because the sport utilizes a hybrid of a goalpost and a soccer goal almost 
and would require a little more funding when it comes to making the sport a reality.

Overall, I feel like our school sports list could use a little bit of sprucing up to today’s more 
popular sport. Honestly, I’m surprised that we don’t have a soccer or baseball team, but it could hap-
pen. I think we should add some new ones because more revenue could be made and collected to help 
the school, there could be more enthusiasm around the sports scene in our school, and the sheer num-
ber of sports that could be added to the list of ways to get active. If we as a student body could present 
our ideas about a few fresh sports for our school, I’m sure it’s possible with the number of teachers that 
could possibly help coach these new teams and the given support. 

Sports can give people motivation to get out-
side and get active. 
Photo: New Brunswick Business Directory
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Firearms Cause Too 
Much Harm
By: Brady Schmidt
   
 Guns are a huge problem in today’s society and are 
killing people every day. They are very out of hand and must be 
stopped. There are certainly purposes for guns like self defense, 
hunting, and for the military, but they serve no purpose when they 
are used to kill other people. Guns have no place in society. If 
they are going to be used wrongly then, they shouldn’t be used at 
all. 

I believe that guns should be allowed, but only with 
a lot of background checks and tests before a person can own 
one. I think only pistols for self defense purposes, and shotguns 
and snipers for hunting  should be available for purchase. There 
should be no fully automatic guns for sale because there is no 
purpose for them. All they do is provide school shooters and mass 
murderers the accessibility to them.  Although, I do believe they 
should be available for the military so they can protect our coun-
try more effectively. Think about it, if somebody tries to mass 
murder people it will be a much harder task because they can’t 
just open fire and randomly aim. They actually have to aim at peo-
ple if they want to kill the people with pistols, snipers, shotguns, 
etc. Also, it will be much harder for the shooter to kill everyone 
before they run away or take him or her down. Think about the 
shooter from Noblesville West. He brought a pistol and started 
shooting, he shot a girl numerous times but she still survived and 
no one was killed in the process. What I’m trying to say is that 
it’s much easier to take down someone that has to pull the trigger 
every time they want to shoot, than someone who is just shooting 
aimlessly.

Florida just approved a bill that teachers can now carry 
firearms. I think this could be a good thing, but will probably be a 
bad thing. Even though most teachers would probably be qualified 
to carry a gun, you never know for sure. People do crazy things 
and sometimes you can never be too sure. Also, there is the pos-
sibility that the students team up on the teacher and wrestle their 
gun away. That poses a possible threat, but this bill could also be a 
good thing. The schools could be more prepared in the event of a 
school shooter and the shooter might choose not to do anything if 
they know that they may be stopped before cops arrive.

Gun violence needs to get under control. There are many 
terrifying facts about gun violence that prove how horrific it is. 
According to thetrace.org, once every 16 hours an American 
woman is fatally shot by her partner. Suicides are 2/3 of all gun 
deaths. Black men are disproportionately affected by gun vio-
lence. Most mass shooting victims are black. So, these facts show 
that a lot of the shootings are because of someone’s race. Nearly 
20 American children are shot in an average day. United States 
has more child gun deaths than any other high income nation. So 
guns are also killing youth, the future of our nation. There are 
certainly reasons why Americans should have guns but there are 
also a lot of reasons why they shouldn’t have them. 

Guns Not at Fault
By Colin Honeman
 
 What many people love to debate is how guns are at 
fault for many attacks and not the gun owners. Then they claim 
that America needs better gun laws. There are many reasons why 
this is a flawed statement. Many of these reasons vary, but they 
all equally prove the point that Guns aren’t the problem.
 One huge reason why guns aren’t the problem is there 
are 7.6 million gun owners in the U.S. as of March 1’st, 2018. 
This number has obviously risen sense, but that number is very 
high for one source (thetrace.org) showing that 1,300 were killed 
by a gun in the year 2018 at Christmas. This may seem like a 
high number, but only 576 were suicides or murders. Also, that 
leaves 1 in 5846 gun owners to produce someone that gets killed, 
and that’s including the fact that more than one person can die 
per gun incident. It wouldn’t be right to make firearms restricted 
to the U.S. when many don’t even use it for harm. Some of these 
people own a firearm for protection for their family, and hunting. 
This does kind of inflate the state of 1 in 5846, but some of these 
deaths are someone breaking into a home and death occurs. Al-
though very dark, what sometimes happens is someone will kill 
someone via gun that is breaking into their house. Either way this 
increases most statistics.
 One major thing that stricter gun laws wouldn’t help is 
the black market. Even if something is illegal, it can’t be denied 
that it still happens. Just because homicide and every other crime 
is illegal, it doesn’t prevent it from happening. It doesn’t make 
sense to restrict guns from people, when bad people can still 
obtain them while people protecting others can’t. If anything, 
making guns illegal will just make people want guns more, 
making those numbers go up. Which is something the U.S. was 
trying to prevent in the first place. Even changing the age limit 
on guns doesn’t change the fact that kids can sometimes get these 
guns, rather it be from bad parenting or the kids somehow finding 
where they are being kept. 
 Guns are also a big responsibility. Some people aren’t 
prepared for that responsibility. A majority of these tragedies are 
people obtaining guns before their supposed to. If anything, guns 
should be allowed so the only people with them aren’t people 
that are intending to harm others, and the government. With other 
substances that are made illegal, all this does is increase their val-
ue, want more people to obtain them, and cause more people to 
use it. Just because almost all drugs that are bad for the body are 
banned, doesn’t stop the fact that they are used nationwide, and a 
lot of people get away with doing it. Guns aren’t the problem and 
have never been, just because people have been given an item to 
kill others with, doesn’t make it the items fault. Even picking up 
said item in the first place puts that entire responsibility on the 
owner of it, something not everyone owns. This is why I think 
guns are not the problem. 

Photo: Amazon.com
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Death Row! Is it needed?
By: Jacob Klus

 
The scales of justice symbolize the balance of a case’s support and 
opposition. Photo: https://klinelawstl.com/mean-judgment-proof/

According to death penalty information center, a single 
death penalty case in Indiana can cost taxpayers as much as one 
million dollars. In Marion County, the costs of preparation for three 
potential death penalty trials have reached $659,000 this year alone, 
according to the Public Defender Agency. Cases without the death 
penalty cost $740,000 while cases with the death penalty cost 1.26 
million dollars. That is a 520,000-dollar difference.
 A total number of ten individuals convicted of murder 
have been executed in the state of Indiana since 1977. That is a total 
of over 20 million dollars spent over many years. Many years are 
spent in appeals cases brought by the convicted person. According 
to deathpenaltyinfo.org, the average time on death row more than 
doubled from 6 years and 2 months in 1984 to 15 years and 5 months 
in 2013. The primary reason inmates left death row is because their 
sentences or convictions were overturned (58.2%) and not because of 
execution (24.8%). So, should we really have a death penalty?

In Indiana the sole method of execution is by lethal 
injection. According to definitions.uslegal.com, lethal injection is the 
practice of injecting a person with a fatal dose of drugs, typically a 
barbiturate, paralytic, and potassium solution for the express purpose 
of causing the immediate death of the subject. Lethal injection kills 
the person by putting the person to sleep, and then stopping the 
breathing and the heart.  Some consider this a humane way to die; 
however, others believe that the method isn’t harsh enough to punish 
someone for committing a terrible crime.

Victims’ families are often conflicted when considering 
whether they want the person to be executed or sentenced to life in 
prison. According to Psychology Today, research by University of 
Minnesota sociology-anthropology professor Scott Vollum, found 
ambivalence in co-victim’s reactions to capital punishment. Their 
study showed that only 2.5 percent achieved true closure, and 20.1 
percent said that the execution did not help them heal. 

In Christianity and other major religions, one of the 
commanding beliefs is related to “Thou Shalt Not Kill”. If one 
person kills another should we kill them in retribution? According 
to Wikipedia.org, a study published in Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences determined that at least 4% of people on 
death row were or currently are likely innocent of the crime they are 
accused and convicted.

Scientific methods, including DNA analysis, have 
considerably improved in the last 20 years.  According to aclu.

org, “The increasing use of DNA testing to help confirm the 
innocence or guilt in capital cases [serious crimes] is one among 
many reforms that will help ensure that innocent people are not 
sentenced to death.” 
While conducting my background research, I read a quotation 
that made me think about my views from oxplore.org “But if it’s 
a crime to kill someone, why is the government allowed to do it?”  
Who has the right to judge another person? Should a jury of our 
peers or a judge have the power to decided someone’s fate?

The Learning Flaw
By: Lydia Lytle

Every single day students are told to ask for permission to 
go to the restroom. Or to stay silent until the teacher calls on them to 
speak. If you don’t make it to your desk on time you’re tardy. These 
are simple things any student knows. But little did you know that 
even small things like this don’t fit today into what society wants us 
to be. 
    The school rules haven’t changed since the industrial revolution in 
the 1800s. The school system was based for society when the majori-
ty worked in factories. This all makes sense because you would need 
to know how to ask permission to do something in a factory, because 
it could mess up the whole process of that factory. This could also 
help with why you would have to raise your hand so people can hear 
their orders. But factories have mostly been replaced by technology. 
We still have those same school rules that train us to be obedient 
servants versus creative and independent people.

Some might argue it’s to keep the students in control so they 
can’t do anything crazy, as their minds are still developing. Well, my 
argument why do we still use those rules “to keep them in control” all 
the way up until even college when students are adults. Just because 
their minds are still developing doesn’t mean a student can’t have 
freedom of speech without having permission.  Giving kids freedom 
of speech would encourage thought which is better for society.

One solution the school did with these teaching methods 
is technology, you have to realize we use technology in our society 
everywhere. Technology is a good solution to some of the things the 
school could improve on, for example doing a test online makes it 
so the teachers have more time actually teaching versus spending 
time grading. Technology does revolve around our lives but it may 
be best if we can limit some of it at school as we do spend time on 
technology at home. Because technology seems to be used too much 
at school.  What were missing in school is the need of more social 
interaction, freedom, and independent thinking.  Technology some-
times hurts instead of helps these more important things we should be 
learning for society.  With iPhones, iPads, laptops, and more, students 
don’t need more education on technology. 

What students need is to be driven by learning in an environ-
ment where they don’t have to worry about being criticized by rules 
created for factories workers in the 1800s. With limited technology 
and the changed rules, freedom and independence will grow whether 
your a visual, kinetic, or auditory learner. Teachers and students can 
interact with each other without a barrier of an iPad and students are 
more bound to become more social and make more friends. Also with 
more freedom, students won’t have to worry about being a minute 
late to class or to confront a teacher about their grade. Students will 
have less stress and anxiety and perform better without the pressure 
of these rules and confined freedom.
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Most Rock & Roll Pet 
By: Sarah Thompson

Pet Rock is a collectible rock made in 1975 by Gary Dahl.
Photo: Al Freni/The LIFE Images Collection/Getty Images

 Pet rocks are the best pet, hands down. You can fight 
me on this (actually you can’t, because this is just a bunch 
of words. But still) There are a bunch of reasons that parents 
won’t let their kids have pets; too expensive, too dangerous, too 
messy, too scary, too much responsibility needed, not enough 
room. But, let me tell you, pet rocks are the chillest dudes 
around. You don’t have to pay a penny. You can go outside, 
pick up a pebble, name him/her Kratos (or whatever name suits 
your stone) put him/her on a shelf in your home, and boom. 
That’s it. 

Pet rocks can save you loads of money and time, 
because even if you don’t have enough time to care for your 
rock, your rock will always have time to care for you. Pet rocks 
don’t have any limbs or modes of transportation, so they’ll 
never leave your side! Not that they’d want to. Pet rocks are 
the most loyal creatures out there. If they’re not your style you 
can always get a dog (this choice is valid as well!) but not all 
dogs are super sweet. According to a study from the Center For 
Disease Control (CDC), approximately 4.7 million dog bites 
occur in the United States each year, and 800,000 of those bites 
result in medical care. No rock will ever attack you, even if 
you come across one in the wild. On the flip-side, if you came 
across a wild dog, you’d probably have a big problem on your 
hands. Also, I understand that the boulder from Indiana Jones 
and the Raiders of the Lost Arc might make some people a little 
unsure about wild rocks, but my personal pet rock proves them 
wrong! (Yes, I have a pet rock) My boy’s name is Aaron, named 
after Aaron Hotchner from the CBC show, Criminal Minds, and 
he’s a sweetie. It’s really fun to paint on him with watercolors 
because he’s like a tiny, reusable, canvas! I haven’t actually had 
him for that long, but it’s been really fun. My parents won’t let 
me get anything else while I’m living in their house. So, I got a 
rock. And they can’t stop me. Not with my rock. 

Not only are pet rocks the best companions, they’re 
also highly skilled in combat. Someone broke into your house? 
Take lil Dwayne “The Pebble” Johnson out of your pocket and 

hurl him at the intruder. Depending on how big your boulder is, 
injury levels may vary. Ok, so maybe the rock alone isn’t skilled but 
cut them some slack, they don’t have any limbs. So, pet rocks are 
easy to take care of, have unfaltering loyalty, are amazing protectors, 
and they live forever. If you fear your pet someday leaving you and 
then going through all the stages of grief, fear not. Pet rocks are 
immortal. Pet rocks are eternal. 

Inequality in our Country 
By: Lily Williams

Our country is a great country. It’s safe, secure, and 
lets us be free. Although all of those things are great, and I 
probably wouldn’t want to move out of our country. However, 
there are still some problems. One huge problem in our country 
is inequality. Although we may say that we accept everyone, in 
reality, our country doesn’t. At the rate it’s going it also doesn’t 
seem to be trying to get to that point. 

One of the main inequality’s in our country, in my 
opinion, is the racial inequality. Every since the being of country, 
we have not been able to accept everyone. According to Futurity.
org, “ Roughly 1 in 6 black and Hispanic households spend more 
than 50 percent of their income on housing, leaving them fewer 
resources to devote to their children.” Although not all black and 
Hispanic families go through this, there are still many that do. 
This should not be a problem. I don’t understand how you could 
think that just because of the color of someone’s skin, they should 
be treated differently. When, in the end we are all the same. We 
are all people, and we should all deserve the same respect. 

Racial inequality is one major inequality, but another 
inequality is gender inequality. Gender inequality has also been 
a problem through out history. Inequality.org states, “ that males 
make up from 69 to 82 percent executives and top managers. The 
share who are white ranges from 78 to 87 percent.” Starting in 
the 1840’s women have been pushing for the same rights as men. 
In started with something small like voting, and has merged into 
many different things from wanting the same pay to being able to 
play in that sport. Women have done everything they could to get 
the rights they deserve. 

The last major inequality in our country is housing 
and health. I know it sounds crazy but there inequalities in 
housing and health. This is becoming more of a problem as 
housing companies are coming into these areas were people live 
and basically destroying their houses and making them move. 
This happens right here in Indiana, specifically in downtown 
Indianapolis. There are many older looking houses that look like 
they could use some care for, but people live in those houses. 
There is a chance that the reason they are not the best looking is 
because those specific people might not have the money to pay 
for repairs. Just because it looks bad does not mean that we need 
to change these houses. 

In the end, inequality is becoming a very large problem 
from people’s lives being on the line to people’s homes. As a 
country, I believe that we need to step up. We need to forget the 
past and start a new future. Although people don’t like change, 
that can be the best in situations like these. I really hope that we 
can all put our differences aside and come together as a nation to 
fight for what is right. 
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Wealth Inequality 
Necessary For Capitalism
By: Kennedy Terhune

 In Contemporary America the top percentile of citizens 
have the most amount of money, while the middle class is given-
with what’s left over. This leads to major wage gaps and wealth 
inequality. However our country runs on Capitalism, an econom-
ical form of government where private cooperations collect the 
majority of money through goods and services. 

Many people believe in a “trickle down” system, a form 
of Capitalism. This system is very generic and “on brand” for 
capitalists, one of the most popular ones being President Trump. 
This system taxes that upper percentile and widespread business-
es less, therefore making the rich richer. As a result, theoretically, 
the money that the upper class gains will trickle down into the 
middle class. Although this does make some sense, it further 
enables the wage gap; which I disagree with tremendously. 

This leads me to my next point, how we fix this. Con-
trary to the trickle up system, many progressives have recently 
proposed a trickle down system. This states that the middle 
class should drive the economy. Our country would still run on 
Capitalism ,however rather than decreasing taxes for the rich 
and giving them more money, that would be done for the middle 
class. Ensuring both equal opportunity and a guarantee of the 
peoples’ inalienable rights. Again, many people have the same 
question-“how will the government enforce this?”

A 2020 democratic presidential candidate, Andrew Yang, 
has made correcting wealth injustice the center of his campaign. 
He proposed a system to enforce “trickle up” idealism. That 
system is called the Freedom Dividend. The freedom dividend 
establishes a universal income. The first time I heard about this 
proposal, I was probably like you, I was quick to judge. At first 
you do think that people should work for their money or the 
government doesn’t have resources to offer a universal income. 
The money wouldn’t come from the government though. The 
money would come from those cooperations that I talked about 
earlier. Those nationwide companies, in large, don’t pay ap-
propriate taxes. Companies like John Deer and Apple paid zero 
dollars in taxes in 2018. Article 1, Section 8 of our Constitution 
gives congress the power to collect taxes, if congress demanded 
these businesses to pay their taxes than that money could be used 
to go back to the economy. Not only would this limit government 
system, enforce uniform taxes, and give the middle class more 
money it is one less division in our society. Our country wildly  
needs less division, this would help. This would help ensuring 
equal opportunity, equal representation, and equal protection 
amongst other things. 

Contrary to popular belief, the freedom dividend and the 
trickle up system would not replace capitalism with something 
like socialism. It would remove the toxicity of greed and power 
from capitalism, and give the majority of people the most amount 
of money. Just as I believe it should be. 

Performing Arts, It’s 
Important 
By-Katy Delaney

 The performing arts programs at our schools do so much 
for students. They help with mental health, confidence, and they 
benefit academic success. I strongly believe that performing arts are 
vital in the success of students. Performing arts can include band, 
orchestra, choir, theatre, and many more. If you are not participating 
in performing arts, hopefully this article will make you want to join. 
You don’t know what you are missing out on until you try it!
 One reason why performing arts are important isthat they 
help you with your self-confidence. This is because being involved 
with the arts puts students into uncomfortable situations sometimes. 
For example, if a student does an acting class, they will have to act 
in front of their peers or an audience. This might cause the student to 
have stage fright. They will learn to become fine with the spotlight 
and they will become more confident. Uncomfortable situations also 
help the students improve in problem solving. Then, the next time 
that they are in an uncomfortable situation, they will be experienced 
and they will have more confidence going into it. According to 
Arete Music Academy, “Performing arts helps students understand 
how to think outside of the box and know what to do in unfamiliar 
situation.”
 Another reason why performing arts are important is that 
the arts help students with emotional health. Performing arts classes 
can be a break in the day for some kids. For example, if someone 
took a test and learned that they got a C- on it and they got in a fight 
with their friends, then they went to their band class, they might feel 
a lot better. They may even be able to get their aggression out while 
playing their instruments. A 2003 study by Trip Umbach Healthcare 
Consulting Inc shows that after 6 weeks of being in a performing 
arts class, depression symptoms went down by 21.8%. Also, a 
2010 study by Abbie Fenress Swanson states that music can release 
chemicals from the brain and can help distract the body from pain. 
 Lastly, performing arts help students with other classes. 
Students who participate in and do well in music classes tend to 
do great in their other core classes that are required. There are 
many ways in which helping with other classes takes place. Music 
programs can help students concentrate and have self awareness. 
According to Nature Neuroscience, students in high quality school 
music education programs score higher on standardized tests 
compared to students in schools with deficient music education 
programs. Also, The National Association For Music Education 
states that schools who have music programs have an attendance 
rate of 93.3%, compared to an 84.9% attendance rates schools 
without music programs .The core classes obviously take more time 
and require more effort. It is very important that we do well in these 
classes. That is why performing arts helps with other classes.
 Performing arts are incredibly important to the success 
of the coming generations who will soon be running the world. 
We want them to change the world for the better. Together, we can 
help make this world a better place through music education and 
performing arts. So, what is holding you back? Try a performing 
arts program. I promise that you will enjoy it! 
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Celebrities Paid too Much
By: Akheil Paul

Actors make millions. Even their agents make millions. 
The average teacher makes less than $50,000 a year. How do 
most of these celebrities get to where they are today? By their 
schooling, but they are getting much more money than the 
people who got them to where they are today. More than half 
of celebrities don’t use half the amount of money they make in 
their career. So where does all this money go?
 All of this money is in their will. When these celebrities 
die, their kids will get the money. With all of this money, 
they may not ever have to work in their lifetime. This is bad 
because with more celebrities means lazier generations to 
come. Everyone should have to work for their fortune, right? 
Wrong. The CEO of Amazon, Jeff Bezos, is the wealthiest man 
in the world. But he is getting a divorce to his wife who has 
never worked in her life. With this divorce, she will get a lot of 
Jeff’s money. A lot. This divorce will make her the wealthiest 
woman in the world, and she’s never worked in her life. This 
large fortune will be passed down and still running for many 
generations to come. They will probably never have to work in 
their lifetime either. Crazy, right? Fortnite, a worldwide famous 
video game created many new celebrities. Tyler “Ninja” Blevins 
makes around $500,000 a month playing video games in his 
basement. This may encourage his viewers such as young kids 
to do what he is doing and not get a real job. The only reason 
Tyler is doing this is because of the amount of money he is 
making. No other reason.
 Some people question why all these celebrities get 
more money than they need to make an honest living. But 
there’s also another side to this argument. These celebrities 
getting all of this money may not be such a bad thing. There are 
a lot of celebrities out there who have super kind hearts. A lot of 
these celebrities will donate some of their money to charity or 
start their own foundation. This is great because the celebrities 
are getting paid this money and they are giving it straight to 
charity. But there are those celebrities who just decide to spend 
their fortune on items. These celebrities have 5-10 cars and half 
of those they barely ever drive. If these celebrities don’t get the 
amount of money they want, they might do a lot of things we 
want them to do, like star in movies or make music. This can 
hurt pop culture and the amount of people going to the movies. 
This affects the amount of money movies make, which may 
mean movies will no longer be made without these celebrities 
getting paid their amount. Whether this money is being used to 
make great movies to satisfy our being or being donated to 
charity, this money isn’t just going to these celebrities’ lives. It’s 
not just the money side of it. These celebrities are impacting our 
generations to come. From celebrities’ families to viewers of 
Ninja. This will affect our future.

Actor Robert Downey Jr. made close to $75 million in his latest 
movie “Avengers: Endgame”. Photo credit to cbsnews.com

Music in the Classroom
By: Noah Halteman

Music has been around since the earliest known 
times of man. It has been used in many different events and 
to express many different emotions. But there are definitely 
times and places where it is inappropriate to listen to your 
favorite tunes. With the rise of technology, the accessibility 
and amount of music has changed dramatically, bringing a 
new wave of musical integration in everyday life. This brings 
us to the modern dilemma for teachers all over the world, 
should they allow students to listen to music in class? 
 Everybody has had that one really chill, relaxed 
teacher who is ok with whatever you use your time for in 
class. But everyone has also had one of those really strict 
teachers that need udder silence from everyone, and will not 
allow students under any circumstances. You may have your 
personal opinion about which teacher is better, but what does 
science say? 
 In a Taiwanese study 133 participants performed 
a reading comprehension task while listening to different 
types of music. The students who did not listen to any music 
during the task performed the highest. But what they found, 
was that the more intense the music was, the lower the score 
they averaged. But what effected the scores even more 
than the type of music was the volume of the music. The 
louder the music, the worse the score. But other studies have 
revealed that listening to music, leads to a positive shift in 
mood and increased creativity. In fact, other studies showed 
that in music-listening work cultures, there is actually a 
psychological withdrawal when the musical stimulus is taken 
away. In all, there are very mixed results about weather music 
actually helps or not. 
    See Page 56 to contine.

Children listening to music in the classroom.  

   Photo: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/
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Negative Factors of 
Year-Round Schooling 
By: Shea Owens

Most kids love summer. It is what they look forward 
to when school is coming to an end. There are many negative 
factors when you’re in year-round schooling. You get less 
family time and there aren’t any activities you can do. I will 
be showing you many reasons you do not want to choose year 
round schooling . 

Year round schooling decreases family time. Most of 
the parents work during the day and end in the late afternoon. 
So that is the only time parents get to spend time with there 
kids besides break. With the breaks being more frequent there 
is no summer break. Most parents only get breaks during 
summer or no break at all. This factor makes it even harder 
for families to spend quality time together. Although students 
have the same number of days as traditional schools as I 
mentioned earlier there isn’t summer break. Which makes it 
more difficult planning family vacations and teachers could 
lose time with their children as well.  Year round schooling 
also makes its harder for the parents. With the more frequent 
breaks they have to arrange meal plans and try to keep your 
child entertained which can be a lot of work.

Year round schooling also comes at high cost. Since 
transportation will be used year round in schools the cost of 
staffing and maintenance will cost more. Weather also comes 
into this factor since there will be school year round, summers 
can get really hot. So, you would need air-conditioning, which 
can be expensive. It will also cost more money if the air 
conditioning breaks because they have to get maintenance to 
fix it.

Since the school is year-round you would think there 
are year-round activities, but there are not. Teens want to be 
able to find a job and make extra cash. Year round schooling 
prevents that. It is to hard to keep up with schooling and have 
a job.

It prevents teachers from maintaining a secondary 
employment. Teachers usually have a second job to make 
more money, it is a way to supplement their income. The 
traditional format, the teachers ability to make more money 
goes away with year-round school and the average teacher 
salary is only $38,000 this remake it difficult for some 
teachers to be able to make ends meet.          
 In conclusion, year round schooling has many bad 
factors. If you choose year round schooling you won’t spend 
as much time with your family. You also won’t have any after 
school activities. Year round schooling can also be pricey and 
teachers do not get a high pay.

 
Music in Classroom Cont. from page 55

Some teachers have tried to take different approaches to this. 
Some teachers allow music without lyrics, like classical music 
or sound tracks. Others believe in ambient noise. Personally, 
I believe that music does belong in the class room, but only 
under certain circumstances. Reading (in my opinion) is 
harder with music, because the words/ beat in the song conflict 
with the ones on the page. But if you are working on a math 
problem, or writing an essay, then music is great. I think this 
because music can really block out distraction from around 
you.
 According to Julie Garwood “Education isn’t just 
about feeding the brain. Art and music feed the heart and the 
soul.” And I agree, but sometimes don’t you think it would be 
nice to have just peace and quiet? 

DISCLAIMER:
The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints 
expressed by the various authors in 
this publication do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions, beliefs and 
viewpoints of Fishers Jr. High (staff 
or admisitraion) or HSE Schools.  The 
author of each article published in this 
document owns his or her own words.

 Kids using media to learn. Photo: elearningclassroom.blogspot.com
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 By: Sarah Thompson

By: Colin Honeman & Brady Schmidt

Looking for some fun... try Campus Life!
By: Jacob Klus
Campus Life is meets every Thursday at 6:30 in the morning.  Campus Life grows friendship. The main group leader estab-
lishes a bunch of games and small groups are lead by teachers and leaders. Sometimes they will also have Jacks doughnuts. 
Yum!

GSA
By: Braedon Matthews
The Gay-Strait Alliance (GSA) is a club dedicated to the younger members of the 
LGBTQ+ community that go to FJH. The GSA is all about communicating and inform-
ing others about the importance and significance of the community. They want to spread 
their message to people to make sure everything is understood. The club is judge-free 
completely and safe, letting the underrepresented be represented. The GSA is one of our 
more topical clubs, as anybody can join and it helps support others. 
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Q - Q - Q - Q u e s t i o n s ? !  
By: Lydia Lytle and Sarah Thompson

Katy is super-duper confused; she needs question answered!    
 Photo: Lydia Lytle

Why do you students have to have summer reading, they already read at school?
It’s up to the teachers wether they have reading over the summer. A lot of teachers say it’s to get the students a head-start or a prepara-
tion for whatever material they teach.

Why do older students have to go to school earlier?
Studies have proven it’s actually beneficial for teenagers to have more sleep then any other age. The science doesn’t back-up this ques-
tion, but the reason does. If both guardians work then someone has to watch the younger sibling when they come home, the solution 
was bringing older students home earlier.

Why is the school dress code so strict?
To prevent distractions from learning, but some feel as if the dress codes have crossed a line with a “distraction from learning” and 
some feel as if the dress codes aren’t strict enough.

What can help if your sleep deprived?
Start your homework right as you get home, so you don’t have to do it in the morning or late at night
-Put your phone in a different room when you go to sleep
-Drink lots of water 
-Drink some tea
-Try to block out light
-Play some relaxing sounds to try to go to sleep
-don’t stress over school
-Clear your mind
If these don’t work, then you might have insomnia (a sleeping disorder) if these don’t work ask your parents/guardians and ask for 
help.

Why do we have so much homework?
Different classes vary with homework, if you have time management then it’s easier to get it done. But I do not have an answer to that 
question.

What are some good ways to take notes?
-Writing out the words that stick out to you (don’t write word for word)
-recording the lecture and listening to it
-Stick cloud notes, start from one main idea and branch out from those ideas and keep branching out
-Color coding different classes or subjects
-typing

How can a student study for finals?
Any of the notes I listed above! But also, it’s good to organize your time with each class depending on what time your class finals are.
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What is a water bottle that keeps my water cold?   What search engine should I use?
-Hydro flask       Google is the fastest and most accurate search engine.
-Yeti
-Neptune
-Stainless Steel

Who should I go to with any questions about school?
The office! They are happy to answer your questions.

What materials do I need for high school?    What are some good ways to get service hours?
-Mini stapler       -dog sitting
-Sturdy Binders       -food pantry
-Sticky notes       -baby sitting
-Dividers       -Fundraiser
-Paper        -Pick up
-Pens        -Helping those in need
-Pencil w/ eraser       -humane society
-water bottle (optional just nice)     -donation raising
-A calculator       -Spreading Awareness publicly
-etc… 

What are some good fiction books to read?    What are some good non-fiction books to read?
-Keeper of the Lost Cities      -The Diary of Anne Frank
-Harry Potter       -A Brief History of Time
-The Fifth Wave       -I Know why the Caged Bird Sings
-The Gender Games      -Alive
-The Hunger Games       -Unbroken
-Gone        -Malcom X
-A Wrinkle in Time      -Night
-The Invention of Hugo Cabret

What are some new trends for 2019?    What are some fun things you can do while it’s raining?
-Bangs        -Indoor rock climbing
-Water bottle stickers      -FaceTime friend-Craftwork
-Rustic designs       -Make treats for pet
-Minimalist look       -Do summer reading (I know it’s not that fun)
-Plants        -Grab some new clothes for you wardrobe
        -Sock tug-a-war toy for dog.

What type of binder I should have so my papers don’t fly out everywhere?
Staples thick binders are a good binder to use with rings, class name slot, plastic folder, all included w/ the binder.

What are some fun things to do over the summer?
-Take a walk with music playlist
-Play king of the mountain on floats w/ friends in pool
-Tubing, Kayaking, Swimming
-Hiking
-Bike riding
-Sleep-over w/ take out food  
-Cuddle in bed and just chill and watch some good shows on Netflix

What are some good ways to cope with stress?
-Tea
-Mind Cleanse
-Therapist
-Nature Walk
-Time with a pet
-Foot Soak
-Talk with friends/family/ school counselor about how you feel
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Semester 2 2019CHARGING FORWARD

Class Spotlight - Film Theory
By: Akheil Paul and Shea Owens

    Photo: Shea Owens
One of the newer classes in our school is Film Theory. This 

class is taught by Mr. Henderson, who is also one of the leaders 
of NJHS here at Fishers Junior High. This class focuses on the in 
depth detail of all different types of movies and films...everything 
from the types of colors the characters wear to the plot of the story. 
Former student of this class, 8th grader Kennedy Terhune strongly 
recommends it. “It’s not traditional school,” she says. “It’s more of a 
creative class where you get to learn about the different types of mov-
ies and at the end of the semester, you get to make your own movie.” 
This class will just keep growing in popularity as the years go on.

Horoscopes
By: Kennedy Terhune and Sarah Thompson

Aries: March 20- April 20. Aries are the leaders of the pack, first 
in line to get things going. They are not afraid to try new things. 
They are a bundle of energy. 

Taurus: April 21-May 21. Unlike Aries who love the game, 
Taurus love the prize. They love surrounding themselves with 
comfort and security (usually materials and money, sometimes 
love). 

Gemini: May 22-June 22. Geminis love to talk, even more than 
Aries. Geminis see both sides of an issue, which makes them 
great at comprehending and passing down information. 

Cancer: June 23-July 22. Cancers are highly imaginative. They 
are one of the most creative signs. However they can be a little 
moody. Cancers are also extremely loyal.

Leo: July 23-August 22. Leos are lovers of the signs. They are 
very affectionate and aren’t afraid to be associated with a partner. 
The love tends to easily lead to dependency on their partner.

Virgo: August 23-September 22 are very hardworking. They 
may not be leaders like Aries, but they are the people behind the 
scenes. They work very hard, and are tremendously analytical. 
What stops them from being leaders is their shyness and worry. 

Libra:
Libra: September 23-October 23. Libra’s are peaceful, fair, and 
hate being alone. They love to find balance in all things. This ties 
in nicely with the Libra’s symbol, balance scales.

Scorpio: October 23-November 22. Scorpios are passionate, de-
termined, and decisive, but they can also be mysterious, jealous, 
and possessive. They are good investigators.

Sagittarius: November 22-December 22. They are the wander-
ers, or truth-seekers, ready to hit the road and talk to people to 
find answers. They’re clear-thinkers, willing to look at the big 
picture, but there may be Sag’s that are argumentative and blunt. 

Capricorn: December 22-January 20. They’re ambitious, want 
to be the best they can, and are willing to work for it. Cap’s are 
efficient, organized, and patient. However, they can be quite the 
know-it-all, condescending, pessimistic, and unforgiving.

Aquarius: January 20-February 18. Aquarius’ are inventive, 
creative, passionate, and sympathetic. All they want to do is make 
the world a better place.

Pisces: February 18-March 20. While they’re charitable, compas-
sionate, and empathetic, it’s very easy for a Pisces to get lost in 
their dreams and views on how things should be. To say a Pisces 
wears rose-colored glasses isn’t too far fetched.

2018-2019 Achievements/Awards
By: Jacob Klus, Adam Reed, and Omar Tabar

*8th Grade Boys County Basketball Champs
*8th grade Volleyball District Round Robin tourney Champs
*We the People (Regional, State and National Runner-up)
*Academic Team - First in Super Bowl (School Corporation wide); 
 Second in County Spell Bowl; First in State in Thinking Cap  
 Corn Belt (10th in Midwest)
*Science Fair Achievements:

·	 Abigail Kemper – 1st at Regional Science Fair, Broadcom 
Masters Award, Engineering Award, Lemelson Award

·	 Abigail Kemper – 1st at Indiana State Museum Eco Science 
Fair, Subaru STAR Award, Air Force Award

·	 Saanvi Ibrahimpatnuam and Sudhee Bommineni – 2nd at 
Indiana State Museum Eco Science Fair

*Art Awards:
·	 Scholastic Art Awards: 7 Gold Keys, 3 Silver Keys, 12 Hon-

orable Mentions
·	 Tri Kappa Photo Contest: Hunter Martin – Honorable Men-

tion in the landscape category
*Elite Gaming Club - 

·	 1st Overall at the Elite Gaming Club Championships at 
Belzer Middle School

·	 1st place in Madden 19 & FIFA 19 - Marlon Cheetham - 2 
medals, 2 trophies, $400

*2018 Nexus Yearbook:
·	 Gold Crown from Columbia Scholastic Press Association
·	 National Scholastic Press Association: November: 8th place 

in Best of Show; April: 7th place in Best of Show


