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GLOBETROTTER Pizza Party
Book Fair

Greetings Charger Parents,
Thank you for an awesome beginning to a new school year! We had more than 400 students
attend the Back to School Dance which showcased our student athletes dancing into the fall
season. Kudos to all of our students who participated! Thank you to our Parent Teacher
Organization for chaperoning the event and providing concessions. Please make sure to support
our PTO's fundraiser this school year.
We are currently under renovation. Please be patient as our media center gets a much need
makeover to be revealed in January 2020.
We are only four weeks into school, so now is the time to check both Canvas and Skyward to
access grades and assignments. Please review the information enclosed in the newsletter on
how to access CANVAS.
We will be making changes to our BEST period during the week of September 9 by changing
BEST schedules and allowing 5 minutes for students to get homework from lockers and return
to classes. Several teachers will be piloting the Socio-emotional curriculum,
www.secondstep.org, in some BEST classes this school year, and other teachers are using
community circles to develop a sense of belonging for our students. We are excited about the
impact these initiatives will have on the overall well-being of our students. Remember, Mr.
Myers is the 8th grade counselor and Mrs. Wolf is the 7th grade counselor. They are available
to answer any questions you may have.
Thank you for sending the very best students!
Proudly serving as your principal,
Dr. Crystal Thorpe

FJH 8th GRADE WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP
FJH 8th graders were recently invited to take part in the 21st annual class trip to Washington D.C. Mr.
Heiniger (8th grade social studies teacher) will again be sponsoring the trip through
Worldstrides. Students will fly out to our nation’s capital over Presidents Day weekend in February to
experience this once in a lifetime trip. They will be visiting many of the Smithsonian Museums including
the Natural and American History Museums, the Air and Space Museum, as well as the Holocaust
Museum. They will also be visiting Ford’s Theatre, Mount Vernon, Arlington National Cemetery, the
Capitol, Supreme Court, National Cathedral, and many monuments in DC. All students received an

TRAFFIC TIPS
As the number of car riders has increased to and from school, so has the traffic congestion around
Cumberland Road and 131st street in all directions, as well as in the Fishers Junior High drop-off / pick-up
line. We recommend students take advantage of riding the bus in the morning to avoid tardiness to
school and in the afternoon to cut down on car traffic.
If you must drive your student(s) to school, here are a few helpful tips:
Be patient / Be safe
Be respectful of fellow Charger parents, students, and staff
Arrive before 7:15 to avoid the congestion
Pull all the way forward to the cone past the flag pole if you are first in line
Have your student(s) exit the car immediately once the car is stopped
Follow the direction of staff members assisting arrival (approx. 7:25 - 7:35)
After drop-off, be alert and drive slow; pedestrians are in the parking lot
Always obey traffic signs and be observant of crosswalks
If your student(s) will be an afternoon car rider, here are a few helpful tips:
Be patient / Be safe
Be respectful of fellow Charger parents, students, and staff
Pull all the way up to the mirrored exterior windows on our building to increase curb space
Keep handicap parking spaces unblocked
After pick-up, be alert and drive slow; pedestrians are in the parking lot
Always obey traffic signs and be observant of crosswalks
We want the car rider experience to be as safe and orderly as possible. Your assistance, by following
these tips, will be greatly appreciated by all involved.

PARENT RESOURCES
Skyward Information
Skyward Family Access Info Sheet.docx
Canvas Parent Resource
https://sway.com/xU2P6nliHhzwMeJb?ref=Link

TEACHING MOMENTS
Students in Ms. Sangiorgio’s
class collaborate on group
poem annotations.

"Students in Mr. Sturgeon's class are learning valuable skills,
such as breathing and projecting their voices, so that they will
become stronger speakers in the classroom and beyond."

Hello, and welcome to the FJH PTO!

We hope you’ve all downloaded our 2019 FJH Parents’ Guide to Surviving Junior High. We tried to fill it
with information that has helped us stay in touch and in tune with what is going on at FJH and in our
teens’ school lives.

Contact us:
Please reach out to us at any time with questions. You can email us at fjhchargerspto@gmail.com or
message us via social media at @fjhchargerspto on Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter.

Get involved:
If anyone is interested in becoming more involved with planning and running events at FJH, please let us
know. We could use some help with managing our concession stands. We would also love more help on
our International Fair and Day of Service committees. Plus, we have ideas for more events and activities,
but not enough hours in our days to accomplish them all! And we’re always on the lookout for new ideas
and people willing to step up and execute on those.

How we raise money to support FJH:
1. Sales from the concession stands are our number one fundraiser. In order to open and operate the
stands, we need your help. Volunteering in the concession stand is an easy and fun way to make a huge
impact here at FJH. Please sign up to help today!
2. 2019 FJH Fall Fundraiser – Celebrating 20 Years in Education
The FJH PTO is a 501(c)(3) organization. Donations are tax-deductible. Checks can be sent to the main
office made out to Fishers Triangle Club, Inc. Please include “2019 FJH Fall Fundraiser” in the memo line.
You can also donate using your credit card with Paypal.

What we do with the money we raise:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FJH PTO staff grants for classroom supplies, events, and projects
Monthly staff and student appreciation events
Sponsor parent nights and community activities at FJH
Supplies for multiple Day of Service projects such as fleece for blankets for Riley Children’s Hospital,
paint for our FJH Gardening Gang mural, and building supplies for various projects
Supplement fees so that every 7th grader may attend Camp Tecumseh
Sponsor the FJH International Fair My Passport program, which brings community into our school to
see our students’ vibrant work
Give to the school for staff professional development programs
Support HSSF Game Day to give back to our HSE community

FJH Parent Nights:
We’ll be hosting a series of FJH Parent Nights at school this year. These will be opportunities for us as
parents of junior high kids to get together, get to know each other, and learn from each other. We’ll have
speakers present at some of the events, but others will be solely for the purpose of connecting. At each
event, we will share any upcoming FJH events and news with you as well.
Take a moment to take this quick survey or email us at fjhchargerspto@gmail.com to let us know what
topics it would be most useful to discuss or learn about.

Once we have these evenings scheduled, we’ll post the calendar.
Again, we are excited to get to work with each of you over the next year. Please reach out to us if we can
help in any way.
Best,
Your FJH PTO

Links:
Parents’ Guide: http://bit.ly/fjhparentsguide
Fall Concessions Volunteers: http://bit.ly/fjhfallsports19
Fall Fundraiser online donations: http://bit.ly/fjh2019fallfundraiser
Parent Night topic survey http://bit.ly/fjhparentnight19

SNACK ATTACK
The Indy Snack Attack program provides FJH students in need with a sack full of
snacks to take home every Friday to help through the weekend. Thanks for your
generous donations in the past!
If you would like to donate, please bring in packages of individually wrapped
non-perishable snack items and deliver to the main office. Examples of nonperishable snack items needed are: packages of cheese and crackers, cookies, Goldfish crackers, granola
bars, pudding cups, Pop-Tarts, instant oatmeal, microwave popcorn, fruit cups, raisins, express mac-ncheese.
For more information about Indy Snack Attack, please email questions to indysnackattack@yahoo.com.
Thank you for your help in supporting our students, neighbors, and community!

TWENTY FIRST CENTURY SCHOLARS
Income-eligible 7th and 8th graders who enroll, qualify for the program,
and fulfill a pledge of good citizenship to the state could receive a
scholarship at any participating public college or university in Indiana.
To find detailed information about the program and to apply on-line for
the program, please click on the following link: https://scholars.in.gov/ or
enroll at this link: https://scholars.in.gov/parents/enroll/

AFFORDABLE INTERNET AT HOME FOR ELIGIBLE HOUSEHOLDS
You may qualify if you are eligible for public assistance programs such as the National School Lunch
Program, Housing Assistance, Medicaid, SNAP, SSI, and others.
Click link below for more information
https://www.internetessentials.com/

FROM THE FRONT OFFICE
•

When you need to pick up your student early, our goal is to have your student waiting for you when
you arrive. Please send a note or call the office (317.594.4150) with student name and pick up time.
Please be prepared to show ID. Please understand that if advance notice isn’t given it might take a
few extra minutes to get your student to the office.

•

Students can sign themselves in when arriving after the 7:35 bell. If they have been at an
appointment please have them bring in that note.

•

If a student is going to be absent, please call our attendance line at 594-4156 (open 24 hours).

•

The same daily announcements that students hear during the school day can be found online here:
https://fjh.hseschools.org/happenings/announcements Good conversation starters!

•

Is your student riding a different bus with a friend after school? Please send a written note with
details and ask your student to bring it to the front office in the morning. The note will be authorized

2019/2020 BOOK RENTAL INFORMATION
In compliance with Hamilton Southeastern School Corporation policy, book rental needs to be collected
at the beginning of each school year.
Email statements will be sent out no later than September 6, 2019. To view in family access:
Click on Skyward Family Access
(https://sis.hse.k12.in.us/scripts/wsisa.dll/WService=wsEAplus/seplog01.w)
Enter your User ID and Password
Click on “Fee Management” under General Information
Then click on the “Fee Activity” tab
Your student’s invoice amount will be listed under the “Fee Activity” tab
Ways to pay for your student's book rental this year:
Personal checks/ Money Orders/Cash
Personal checks should be made payable to FJH and can be mailed or sent with your student to school.
Be sure to specify on your check /envelope that the payment is for book rental. Include student’s name,
I.D # and grade in the memo line of check. Payment needs to be directed to the Bookstore/Treasurer.
Note: We will not accept Mastercard or Visa this year at FJH. If you choose to pay by credit card you
MUST utilize eFunds.
On-line payments with Mastercard, Visa, or Discover
Payment may be made online via the District Links in Family Access (Skyward)
Payments will posted in Skyward within 10 business days.
***PAYMENT DUE DATE*** October 4, 2019
Prompt payment is expected and appreciated
Should you have any questions or do not have internet access and need a copy of your fee statement,
please contact me at 317-594-4150, extension 5715.

Thank You, Robin Passwater Treasurer
Fishers Junior High School

STAND UP FOR NON VIOLENCE
#Gandhi150 Night - presented by cities4peace
WHEN: October 2, 2019 7:00 - 8:30
WHAT: Stand Up for Nonviolence – Gandhi 150 Event
WHERE: FJH LGI
View the film and stay for discussion.
From India with Love is a documentary film about six victims of violence from across America who
embarked on a transformational journey to India, inspired by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., who had also
visited India to study nonviolence.
The group included a single mother Sandy Hook, whose son was brutally murdered in a tragic school
shooting and her best friend, a former gang member from Los Angeles, an educator from Newark, a
social entrepreneur and a music scholar, social justice activists from Oakland.
The film showcases how the journey exploring the united diverse culture of India empowered them with
wisdom & inspiration to find healing, solace and rejuvenate their commitment to become stronger
ambassadors of nonviolence in their communities and neighborhoods.
https://cities4peace.org/gandhi150/

HSE SCHOOLS CHILD FIND PROCEDURE
If your child is age 2 ½ through 21, attends any school within the Hamilton Southeastern Schools
boundaries or you live in our community, and you suspect your child may have a disability, you should
contact us for more information.
· For children at least two and a half years of age, but not yet age-eligible for kindergarten, you should
contact the Preschool Coordinator at Brooks School Elementary School, 317-915-4256.
· For students who are eligible for kindergarten through age 21, you should contact your child’s teacher,
school counselor or building administrator to discuss your concerns and explore the steps to be
taken. If your child is not enrolled in public school, you should contact the counselor or building
administrator in the building your child would attend if enrolled.
https://www.hseschools.org/academics/intervention-acceleration/exceptional-learners

RESPONSE-TO-INSTRUCTION (RTI)
RtI is a general education initiative designed to provide high quality instruction and interventions
matches to student needs, and using learning rate over time and level of performance to make important
educational decisions. The RtI model is based on a three-tiered model of service delivery with a focus on
early intervention and prevention of academic and behavioral concerns. Data collected during this
process provides valuable information regarding students’ educational progress and response to
interventions. Students who do not demonstrate a response to well-implemented, scientifically-based
interventions at the Tier 3 level would be referred for an educational evaluation to determine eligibility
for special education. RtI is a component of HSE’s Child Find Process.

HSE COMMUNITY INSIDER
Find information about activities throughout Fishers for all ages and abilities. Go to the HSE home page and click
Happenings, Community Insider or click here .

