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VISITOR GUIDE.... TO FJH
By Kendall Wannemacher 

 Welcome to Fishers Junior High in Fishers, In-
diana! Since you are visiting, you should enter through 
the main entrance at the front of the building. It’s easy to 
recognize as the area where parents drop off their young 
teens for any regular school day. Like many schools in 
current times, you won’t get past the office without check-
ing in. The office staff will check your identification and 
make sure it’s safe to allow you access to the school before 
you can even think of moving on. Hey, while you are there, 
maybe you can say hello to our fantastic principal, Mrs. 
Thorpe. You may also want to greet Mr. Meyers or Ms. 
Wolf, our fantastic Guidance Counselors here at FJH. 

 Well, now that you are cleared for entry, exit the 
office. Take a sharp left and explore our Cafeteria and 
LGI room on your right. The LGI room is where we host 
celebrations, large meetings, and general informational ses-
sions. Just as you pass the LGI, you can turn right. When 
you run into a wall, turn right again, then left. You are now 
in the D hallway. If you turn left off of this hall, it will take 
you to the locker rooms and the Gym. I advise turning right 
to visit my personal favorite: the music area. Here, I must 
suggest that you take a look around the Orchestra room 
(D102) as this is my happy place here at the school. 

 Once you are done exploring there, you want to 
continue down the D hallway, and turn right into the C hall-
way. The C hallway houses most of the 8th grade teachers 
in our building including Mr. Heiniger, Mrs. Smith, Mr. 
McMurtry, Mr. Baney, and Mr. Belloli.  If you follow that 
to the end, and take a right in the G hallway, you’ll find the 
first of the Globetrotter’s teachers, Mr. Petersohn’s room. 
Mr. Petersohn is the Science teacher of that bunch. You’ll 
also find Mrs. Melling right next door to his room, with her 
being the first of the Heroes teachers. I then urge you to 
continue down the G hallway until you come to Mr. Stur-
geon and Mr. Fassold’s classrooms. 

 Now, you’ll see both the B hallway, which houses 
Mr. Henderson, Mrs. Rowe, Mrs. Frush, Mrs. Kokoska, and 
Mrs. Hennessy, and the F hallway, which houses Mr. Jan-
sen and Mr. Stumpf’s classrooms. They are two of the three 
teachers in the Stars. The third and final teacher in the stars 
is Mrs. Randall, whose classroom resides in the small pod 
of classrooms in the A hallway. Other teachers in that pod 
are Mr. Broviak, Mrs. Keerns, Mr. Baker, and Mr. Strand. 

 Next to this area, we have our great library that 
not only houses a lot of reading options and educational 
exploration, it also hosts events throughout the year, like 
the science fair! Mrs. Deam and Mrs. Dickerson are always 
ready to help.  You’ll even find our technology guru, Mr. 
Ferris, hanging out in here.

 If you exit the library, turning left, through the door 
you came in, and turn left into the E hallway, you’ll walk 
past the computer labs and business classes. Pass through 
the double doors where hallways E and A meet. Sadly, 
that’s where your tour will end as you’ll be right back 
where you started, at the office and main entrance/exit of 
the building. 

 We hope that you enjoyed your tour of Fishers 
Junior High. We are Charger Proud here. We have many 
successful athletic and academic teams, and our community 
is second to none. Please come and visit us again, soon. 
Maybe you’ll even find yourself supporting some of our 
students in their pursuit of excellence. 
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Through the Years
By Ella Pegg

    The year 2019 marks the 20th anniversary 
of the opening of Fishers Junior High. Everyday 
you walk through this school, you’re walking 
through years of memories made by outstanding 
teachers and staff that have worked here for years 
and years. The traditions from the past make this 
school everything it is today. These are some of 
those traditions. 
    One of the most beloved traditions of 7th 
grade is going to Camp Tecumseh in the spring. 
Camp Tecumseh is a 3-day camp where you sleep 
in a cabin at night and do fun activities all day. It’s 
an amazing adventure that many look forward to 
all year. During the camp you go canoeing, rock 
climbing, and go on the secret black hole. There are 
so many fun and entertaining activities that you do 
at Camp Tecumseh. 
    The 8th grade field trip is another long 
standing tradition. During presidents day weekend, 
8th grades get to go to Washington DC. This trip 
definitely costs more money then any other field 
trip, but it is definitely fun and worth it. You get to 
fly on a plane to DC on Saturday morning and ex-
plore DC for the rest of the next two days. The fun 
ends Monday night when you leave but it is for sure 
an eventful weekend. While in DC you go and visit 
many exciting tourist spots including: Washington 
Monument, World War II Memorial, the Lincoln 
Memorial and many more. You also get to tour a 
mall and go to some amazing restaurants. Going to 
Washington DC is definitely an amazing trip!
    Another tradition is the Riley Dance Mar-
athon. The Riley Dance Marathon is a dance for the 
kids that are unable to dance. The events that lead 
up to the dance help raise money and get people 
interested in what the dance is all about. The money 
raised from the events and the dance befits all the 
kids at Riley Children’s Hospital and the care that 
is needed to help with their medical expenses. Not 
only is this dance fun and exiting, but it is also very 
rewarding knowing that you are helping kids who 
need it.
    The International Fair is another 7th grade 
project. The fair is in January and starts out as a 
poster board project for 7th grade social studies 
students. You get assigned a country to research 
by yourself or with a partner. Once your project is 
completed, your boards are placed all throughout 
the school for the International Fair. Some even 

make famous foods from their country for everyone 
to try. The International Fair project is a very fun and 
interesting project that many enjoy. 
    We The People is an advanced social studies 
class that many 8th graders can take. You learn all about 
the government and America gaining its independence. 
What’s different about this class is that once you’ve 
learned this information, you get to go to competitions 
with other We The People groups from other schools. 
This class isn’t for everybody, if you’re someone who 
has always enjoyed social studies class and learning 
about our world’s history, this is definitely something 
to try.
    The musical is another fun event in the fall. 
The musical this year was Pirates of Penzance. The 
cast and crew worked tirelessly throughout October 
and November trying to perfect this well-know classic. 
The musical is certainly a lot of hard work, but pre-
forming the final project is worth it in the end.
    A new standing tradition is Service Day. 
Service Day is a whole day dedicated to helping your 
community. Seventh graders stay at our school, while 
8th graders go out to other schools and places around 
the community. The day is very rewarding and special 
because you get to spend the entirety of the day helping 
those who could use some help. Service day is definite-
ly something to look forward at the end of the school 
year. 
    NJHS or National Junior Honor Society is 
a group that 7th graders can join near the end of the 
school year and will be in over the summer and into 8th 
grade. NJHS is a community service group where you 
go and volunteer for your school or community. The 
criteria for getting into NJHS is a little more compli-
cated then you may think. You have to have an A or B 
average for all your classes to be invited to a meeting 
about NJHS. Then if you are interested in joining, you 
have to write essays addressing your service, charac-
ter, leadership, and citizenship experience. You also 
require 3 letters of recommendation from teachers at 
our school. If you are then selected into NJHS you 
must attend a leadership meeting with other students to 
determine offers for that following year. To complete 
NJHS at the end of 8th grade you have to have logged 
in 50 hours of community service either at FJH spon-
sored events or outside service projects. If you enjoy 
your time in NJHS you will be happy to know that you 
can join this group again in high school. 
    Lastly, the yearbook is a very well know and 
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well loved tradition that many look forward to at the end of the 
year. The yearbook shows everything done that year and is a 
great way to remember your years at Fishers Jr. High. All the 
lasting traditions end up in the yearbook showing that wonder-
ful year. A well know tradition throughout most schools is to 
pass your yearbook around for all your friends and teachers to 
sign. The yearbook is one tradition that is similar thought other 
schools, but our schools yearbook isn’t like any othwwer.
 There are so many amazing and fun traditions here 
at Fishers Junior High, everything from field trips, to class 
projects, to scholastic events, some many more than I have 
described. Our schools 20th birthday is this year and commem-
orating all of its amazing traditions is definitely the best way to 
celebrate. This school is amazing in so many ways from all the 
teachers to the students and lastly all the wonderful traditions 
this school has to offer.

2017 FJH We the People National Champions       Photo: @FJHChargers-Twitter

Day of Servie 2018                                                                          Photo: Mrs.Kokoska Camp Teuchumseh Councelors                          Photo: @FJHChargers-Twitter

Capitol Building in Washington D.C.                                                                                                                          Photo © Travelpix Ltd
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By: Ashwin Sandhu

   Mrs. Kokoska’s sixth period is unlike any of her 
other classes; this period is the first junior high 
Journalism class in all of the HSE school district. 
Journalism was started by Mrs. Kokoska at the urging 
of Mrs. Thorpe because she wanted another elective 
for the eighth graders. They also wanted to offer it 
for students who like writing or want to improve their 
writing skills. Mrs. Kokoska has taught composition 
for sixteen years, so she has a lot of experience with 
writing. Mrs. Kokoska stated, “One thing Fishers 
Junior High could use is some kind of a periodical, 
and so Journalism was born.” Mrs. Kokoska also said 
that she had a great group of kids to start this program, 
and they have made the inagural Journalism class an 
experience awesome.
   The first nine weeks of Journalism consists of the 
basics in writing newspapers and the job of a journal-
ist. Most of the time there are notes and PowerPoints 
but not much homework. The second nine weeks of 
Journalism is all about the publication. People in the 
classroom like the second nine weeks more than the 
first nine weeks. The publication includes four articles 
that each person writes ( feature, news, sports/review, 
and an editorial). Students also write one or two extras 
(event guide, advice column, horoscope, puzzles, com-
ics, teacher/class spotlights, fun facts/achievements, or 
a visitor guide.) During the publication, people work 
together and write different articles. Lauren Hobson, 
a student in Journalism, says, “I like the freedom it 
gives you to be able to write whatever you want. Of 
course there’s some limits, but you still have a lot of 
freedom.” The publication also has many roles such as 
the page layout team, cover design, and inside cover 
design. These roles require working together. Ella 
Pegg, a student in Journalism, was asked about her 
favorite part and she replied, “Probably just working 
together and being a united group.”
   When interviewed, five out of the seven students 
said that Journalism was harder than they expected. 
Students said that it is hard because there are dead-
lines to when the article is due, and they thought that 
there would be more free write, not writing different 

Journalism Is Born
types of articles. One student couldn’t tell if Journal-
ism was easier or harder than expected and another 
student said that Journalism was easier than expected 
because all of the tests are open note, you do not have 
to memorize material, and there are not too many 
tests in the semester. Second quarter has no tests 
because all your work on is the publication. Every 
day during class, in the second semester, you get the 
opportunity to work on articles and do your roles for 
the publication.
   Journalism is for kids that like writing and want to 
improve on their writing skills. Mrs. Kokoska states, 
“This was just another avenue for us to take our 
eighth-graders in, to be more specific, and more rele-
vant to maybe their lives today.” Students took Jour-
nalism to better understand news and society, they 
enjoyed writing, or they wanted to improve in their 
writing. Ella Pegg, also when asked about Journal-
ism, said, “I find it really enjoying and exciting. You 
learn a bunch of new stuff that you can actually use in 
real life, if you are going to become a writer.” Eliza-
beth Erickson, a Journalism student, also implied that 
Journalism may spark voices in our school, “It even 
might help people who might think their voice is not 
strong enough.”
  Journalism has gotten off to a great start with im-
provements that could be made next semester. Mrs. 
Kokoska said that she wants to improve Journalism 
next semester by seeking the input from the Journal-
ism class now and making whatever changes need to 
be made. Everybody in the Journalism class said that 
they would recommend taking Journalism to anybody 
who likes writing and wants to get better at it.
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Journalism students working hard on researching, interviewing, writing, developing and laying out of the new school publicaion 
Charging Forward.              Photos: Mrs. Kokoska
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Experience the 
Teachers
By Elizabeth Erickson

Do teacher experiences (such as the way they do things 
and why they do things that way) and how well they 
use them affect student learning? There are many ways 
teacher’s experiences affect a student’s education. 
Teachers affect student education through the amount 
of time a teacher has been teaching, what the teacher 
has learned themselves over years of teaching, or even 
their own time as a student. 
 The experiences of a teacher affect students 
and how they learn. Most students think that the 
experiences of a teacher really do help. Their 
experiences allow them to adapt easily, understand 
their students more, and it allows teachers to help their 
students in more effective ways. The amount of time a 
teacher has been teaching effects how they work and 
deal with problems, and their experiences in general 
help with new ways for students to learn the lessons 
taught to them. There is also the effect of students on 
teachers, this helps change how some teachers may 
work with a student and more. There are so many ways 
that experiences can affect student education.
 The effect of teacher experiences on student 
education has a very large impact on their world. The 
effect lasts throughout the students’ life, and it will 
carry with them. This allows it to affect the way the 
world thinks, the way the world develops, and more. 
The world develops on experience and how teachers 
teach. The teachers’ experiences come from all over 
the place, as an example, time in the teaching career 
affects experiences of teachers. Some people don’t 
agree, some teachers believe that it’s not so much 
as the amount of time you have been teaching, but 
maybe how much you learn in the time you have been 
teaching, or the experiences you may already have 
before you start.
 An example of how time as a teacher does not 
affect the learning of students, to some people they 
don’t think it does, is the brand new journalism class. 
The effect of past experiences affects what a class can 

become. For an example, a quote from Mrs. Kokoska, 
8th grade Journalism teacher, “My experiences 
teaching Composition definitely helped me structure 
the Journalism class.” The effect of past experiences 
outside of the class they are teaching definitely helps 
with what they are teaching now, though no one is 
saying that the time you spend teaching in a class does 
not affect the learning of students in that class. There is 
no agreement that the experiences of a teacher do not 
affect how students see the world or how the teachers 
adapt to solve problems, so there is not a right or wrong 
way to look at this idea.
 Teaching experience does help, just not as much 
as all the experiences put together. All learning comes 
from the teachers and the school’s education system, 
this affects the world. The experiences of a teacher 
make them a better teacher. The effect of teacher’s 
teaching on a student’s learning go hand in hand. 
“Understand that not all students, will want to listen,” 
Mr. Duncan, 8th grade Social Studies teacher. The 
way students think is affected greatly by teachers, and 
most teachers thoughts and teaching come from their 
experience and what they were taught. 
 Every student thinks differently, and there is 
no right or wrong way to think. The effect of teachers’ 
experiences is only a step. Really, the experiences of a 
teacher only push toward the experiences of the student 
and, maybe one day, they will become the teacher with 
the experiences to share. You just never know, right?

Mr. Fassold leading the We The People class.
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Sleep On School Nights
 

By Saran Kaba
 
Do students get enough sleep on school nights? According to scientific research, several teens are short on 

sleep due to the excessive use of technology. Most students get about seven hours of sleep. When in reality, teens 
should be getting a minimum of 9 hours of sleep per night. The lack of sleep produces a large range of problems 
such as making it harder for you to get along with friends and family. Also, lack of sleep can reduce academic 
performances and cause teens to make poor decisions. Sleep is important because it gives our bodies time to 
recover from the stress of living, that’s why it’s important to get the right amount of sleep. 

In the HSE district, kids in elementary start their learning at 8:30a.m. The intermediate, and higher lev-
els of education, starts at 7:25a.m. If schedule’s get switched so intermediate and higher leveled students go to 
school later, this will improve many things such as test scores, and students will interact more with people around 
them. As a student, I feel like if changes are made to start school a bit later this will make sure students will get 
the proper amount of sleep before school starts for the day. “If you’re sleeping in school, you’re not learning,” 
says Mary Carskadon, sleep researcher at Brown Medical School in Providence. 

The lack of sleep is a growing problem in the school districts. With television, cell phones, computers, 
and video games to distract students, students of all ages are getting less sleep than their parents and grandparents 
did decades ago. In 2006, the NSF conducted a national poll on teens and their sleep habits. The NSF (National 
Sleep Foundation) found that 15% of students were regularly getting 8 ½ hours of sleep per night. Biological 
sleep patterns shift toward later times for both sleeping and waking up during adolescence -- meaning it is natural 
to not be able to fall asleep before 11:00 pm, so teens are not getting enough sleep. Therefore, school should start 
later in the morning.

Sleep is like food for the brain and if you don’t get the sleep you need, it causes a long road full of prob-
lems in the future. Also, skipping sleep can be harmful and/or deadly. Some schools have pushed back their hours 
to accommodate the biological needs of their students. Minneapolis Public Schools, for example, switched the 
time they start school from 7:15 a.m. to 8:40 a.m. several years ago. Now, their students average an hour more of 
sleep a night. They show up at school more regularly, and their grades have improved. If more of the schools in 
the district changed their schedules, we would see a large academic growth just like Minneapolis Public Schools. 

Even if schedules can’t be changed, we can still own our education by constantly going to bed 30 minutes 
earlier every day. Also, having more than four electronic devices in your bedroom is a sure way to lose sleep be-
cause you might be tempted to use it due to all the notifications and distractions. So turn off the TV, cell phones, 
computer, and switch off the lights. Your dreams are waiting!

         JUNPINZON/ISTOCKPHOTO
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By Ashley Grimpe

 In the days leading up to the demonstration lead 
by the Indiana Bar Foundation, the Fishers Junior High We 
The People team prepared with excitement. FJH’s We The 
People team was invited to demonstrate the program for the 
Indiana Bar Foundation on Friday, October 26, 2018. IBF 
will be funding this year’s team, which will be of great help 
for the price of busses, books, and more in future competi-
tions. 
 We the People is an organization in high schools 
and junior high’s that was created to civically educate 
students and engage them in political life. Students study a 
wide range of material that prepares them to be future polit-
ical leaders. The class is divided into six units, each cover-
ing a different topic: unit one covers the civil rights philos-
ophers, two covers the entire colonial period of America, 
three involves the constitutional convention and the debate 
over ratification, four is over the impacts and parts of the 
constitution, five depicts the protection of our basic rights, 
and finally, unit six is about the responsibilities of a citizen. 
The units are very similar for high school groups, but the 
High Schools cover more topics.
 In competition, the entire presentation begins with 
introductions; first the judges, then the team. Next, the 
judges will read the specific questions that are given to the 
team prior to writing the paper. These questions are to be 
addressed and answered in the paper, along with several 
examples to back them up. The team will then read this pa-
per. This will take about four minutes. After this, the judges 
commence into follow up, or six minutes of questions over 
the topic covered in the paper. When asked about what he 
is most nervous for, Brandon Dang quickly implied that fol-
low up is intimidating. He said, “Follow up is hard because 
you don’t know what they’re going to ask…” This is a 
quick, question and answer situation that forces students to 
think on their feet. Following is feedback from the judges 
on the performance. Finally, the students shake the judges 
hands’ and thank them. During the IBF demonstration, the 
audience will get a chance to ask the team questions about 
the WTP program after all of the formalities have been 
completed.  
 The FJH We The People teachers are Mr. Fassold, 
who teaches social studies, and Mr. Sturgeon, who teaches 
English. They have been teaching together for 23 years, Mr. 
Fassold teaching WTP for five years while Mr. Sturgeon 
has taught for two. Upon hearing of the demonstration, 
they decided that unit five covered the topics that would 

most interest a group of lawyers. The demo includes an 
audience of about 50, well-educated people to experience 
the knowledge of these students. In the paper being read, 
unit five explains the protections on the freedom of speech 
under the first amendment. Unit five consists of Jack Beck, 
Brandon Dang, Ashley Grimpe, and Kennedy Terhune. 
Each member of the unit are buzzing with excitement as 
the days gets closer to the demo. 
 The team worked hard in order to prepare for this 
event. Numerous “mocks” took place in order to better 
prepare unit five for the follow up, along with weeks of 
drafting and writing the main paper. The teachers, Mr. 
Fassold and Mr. Sturgeon, kept the unit calm and provided 
with all of the necessary information that they would need. 
Over time, the team progressed and the unit members 
became more comfortable over the topic. Jack Beck stated, 
“At the time [when the demo was first announced] we 
knew, like, nothing.” In the week leading up to the demo, 
the group was answering questions that they had never 
thought that they would know the answers to! 

The members of the unit think of this demo as an 
opportunity to practice, rather than a competition scenar-
io. Kennedy Terhune stated, “I’m excited because we get 
this opportunity, and it’s a great opportunity to prepare for 
regionals and things like that…” This is a common idea 
among the members. Although the stress was high, the 
team knows that this will be useful for future competi-
tions. This doesn’t mean, however, that the group was not 
nervous. “ I feel excited about it, but I also feel stressed 
because it is a lot of pressure on us— since it’s the first 
time we’ve done something like this,” Brandon Dang add-
ed. This was the first time that any FJH WTP team has had 
a competition-like scenario a month before regionals. 
 The entire We The People team had been ex-
tremely encouraging in the days leading up to the demo. 
Everyone was looking forward to future competition and 
opportunities to put their hard work into action. The first 
competition was Regionals on November 17th, 2018. Fol-
lowing that, the team will compete on a state level, then 
National. This year’s team will be following two incredi-
ble teams that have not only made it to, but won at Nation-
als. The students were ready and willing to put in all of the 
work and effort to get to that point, and the team is excited 
to learn more throughout the year. 

Unit 5 Demolishes Demonstration
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Stressed Over 
Homework
By: Kahlan Snellenberger

Students are receiving a staggering amount, up to three 
times as much of homework as they should be! Students shouldn’t 
have more than 10 minutes of homework/class a day.  Study’s prove 
that kindergarteners spend 25 minutes of their time after school 
working on homework. Junior high or high school students can 
receive a mind-blowing amount of 2-3 hours a day of homework 
or even more! This amount of homework takes away precious time 
to hang out with family members and participating in after school 
events. Students already have to participate in school subjects for 8 
hours a day, and then they have to come home to 3 more hours of it. 

 Too much homework can be easily forgotten in one sub-
ject. This not only greatly affects the fall in their grades, but also the 
pressure and stress on the family and themselves. Students become 
absorbed in their stress, start to lose sleep, and suffer other health is-
sues. These symptoms consist of headaches, stomach issues, weight 
loss, and exhaustion. Around 45% or more of students receive three 
or more of these symptoms! Stress is not only caused by homework, 
but also parents’ expectations on a student. Some students feel too 
much is expected of them from their teachers or parents. Some stu-
dents even participate in the act of drinking and drugs to cope with 
stress. Students begin to hate waking up to go to school and don’t 
want to participate during class or after school events. 

Students in junior high or high school should be spending 
about 10 hours of their night/day sleeping. Instead, they are spend-
ing 3-4 of those hours staying up getting homework done or study-
ing for tests. Studying and homework are very different. Studying is 
a choice, but it benefits the students if they choose to stay up for this 
act. Homework is something a student must get done overnight or 
else it sometimes tremendously effects their grades. Studying might 
affect the outcome of a grade, but if a student already knows what 
they are doing then it shouldn’t be as much of a problem. 

A student that believes they understand this topic might not 
need to do this assignment, but they still must get it done. Students 
stay up extremely late to get the assignments done before it is due 
and causes a lack of sleep, affecting their attitude towards their 
classes and school. Stress can limit a student’s abilities to listen, 
learn, and concentrate. It also causes acne problems and other skin 
issues such as hives, skin rashes, and blisters. Stress also causes you 
to easily forget things that you do daily, like the date or the numbers 
on your homework and even the names of those around you.  

It is a student’s choice whether they want to be responsi-
ble enough to understand what they are doing in class or not. It is 
a student’s choice whether they want to fail their classes or not. A 
student should get to decide if they want to study or do some extra 
sheets of work. A teenager is not able to fall asleep until a little after 
nine o’clock, and they are already drained out from school. Even 
though they might be exhausted, they cannot go to sleep before they 

get all their work done. 
Students don’t have time to do anything they might like, 

like curling up in a blanket to read, or binge watching Netflix. 
Even on weekend days it is possible that students receive a load of 
homework or have to study. The weekend days are supposed to be 
the days off from school and students are still stuck with the same 
routine. Students naturally stay up late on the weekend and sleep in 
late in the mornings. This affects their schedule of sleep and how 
they would wake up on a normal week day compared to the week-
end days. There is always the constant nagging of something having 
to get done or that something is missing. 

The stress from all of this also changes the attitude of a stu-
dent at home and at school. A student may seem cheerful at school, 
but at home they could be passed out on the couch or trapped in 
their room with an extensive amount of piles of paper, folders, and 
notebooks. If they aren’t cheerful at school, then they end up getting 
angry at their friends or becoming impatient around teachers or 
family members.

Stress also can cause students to eat more food than 
you usually do, especially sweets. Teens and adults usually drink 
caffeine to help them stay awake, but this hurts the sleep that they 
should be receiving. A consistent sleep schedule helps with the 
stress because your body is getting used to its natural patterns. 
Drinking, eating, and exercising right before going to bed also 
affects how you sleep. Even an hour before you go to bed you 
shouldn’t try to get onto any type of electronic because you might 
be tempting to tap away or binge your night all out. Listening to 
music also could  disturb your sleep, even if it doesn’t seem like it.
 Sometimes, students cannot rely on their family mem-
bers because their family members might not understand it either. 
What are they supposed to do then? Looking up the answers is 
not encouraged and taking notes in class can be hard if the teacher 
doesn’t teach you anything on that certain lesson. Sometime notes 
can help but the students get their notes off whatever the teacher 
says or writes down. The student might not understand what they 
are supposed to do because they were too busy trying to listen, or 
writing things down that they couldn’t get the opportunity to deeply 
understand what their teacher was trying to get at. Some teachers 
teach too fast, so it’s harder to master a certain lesson. 

There are many ways to help with the stress of homework, 
like making a schedule that will benefit you daily. You could also try 
to do your work right after school, so you are not as encouraged to 
procrastinate because you want to get on your electronics or go do 
something else. You could write down your homework throughout 
the day in a separate journal or try to get it done at school. Maybe 
even ask the teacher if you are having trouble on how you could get 
it done faster, or you could make a group of classmates to do your 
homework with. 

Students, teachers, and parents all have a different opinion 
on homework and all put their effort to help when the time comes to 
it. Students do their work, teachers advise their students, and parents 
show and instruct their children on how to control their grades.

It is a student’s choice whether they want to be respon-
sible enough to understand what they are doing in class or not. It 
is a student’s choice whether they want to fail their classes or not. 
The choices you make today, shape your world tomorrow. It is your 
world, it is you. You control it; you choose. 
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Jump Into Fall with the Fall Musical
By Lauren Hobson
  
 Are you a fan of musicals or plays, or fun and exciting things to do? Then you would have loved this fall’s play, 
Pirates of Penzance! This play was seen in Fishers Junior High’s LGI room on November 16th. The play was run by 
Fishers Junior High’s choir teacher, Mrs. Baney. If you wanted to see something entertaining with your friends, this was 
definitely it! 
 The play, Pirates of Penzance, was originally written as an opera. This story starts with the character Fredric, 
and his life as a young apprentice to a pirate gang. Fredric was to be released on his 21st birthday, and enjoy his life as 
a free man. Except, there was one problem with his release. Fredric was born on February twenty-ninth, in a leap year. 
This meant that his birthday was to be celebrated every four years, instead of the usual one year. Since that was the case, 
Fredric had to stay as an apprentice for even longer than before. Fredric’s nursery maid when he was a child, named 
Ruth, later explained that she made a mistake when apprenticing Fredric. Ruth was told to apprentice him to a pilot, but 
misunderstood what she was told to do and apprenticed him to a pirate. This interesting story takes place in the 1800’s in 
Cornwall, which is located in the country of England. 
 Fredric begins to think about what he wants to do after he is released from his apprenticeship. Fredric hates and 
wants to destroy the pirates, because of what the pirates do as their job. The pirates seemed to understand Fredric’s way 
of thinking and reasoning, and then started to complain about the amount of money that they make. The pirates thought 
that they didn’t make enough money. Fredric was to be released soon when the pirates told him about this issue, so Fredric 
told the pirates why they weren’t making money. All of the pirates in the pirate gang were orphans, which meant that the 
did not want to rob other orphans, since they knew their struggles. The victims of the pirate gang’s schemes knew of this 
weakness of the pirates. Because of this, they used this weakness against the pirates by saying they were orphans. 
 After being released from his apprenticeship, Fredric began to look for a woman. When Frederic was with the 
pirates, he never saw a woman. This was because all of the pirates were male in the pirate gang. When Fredric met with 
Ruth later on in his life, he asked if she was beautiful because he had never seen another woman.  
 Ruth told Fredric that yes, she is, and then Fredric proceeded to tell her that age will not come between them. 
After this conversation, Fredric sees a group of beautiful girls nearby. Fredric realizes that Ruth has lied to him, then 
leaves her. Fredric goes over to the group of pretty women and talks to them. He tells the woman that he will soon stop 
being a pirate, and asks if any of the girls would marry him. The youngest of the group of girls, who are sisters, agrees to 
marry Fredric. Her name is Mabel. 
 Both the gang of pirates and Major-General Stanley(who is later revealed to be the girls’ father) join the scene, 
with the pirate gang each grabbing one of the girls and Major demanding to know what was happening. The pirates then 
told the major that they were going to marry the girls, but the Major said that he didn’t agree with this. Both the pirates 
and the Major disliked the idea, with the pirates not wanting the Major as their father-in-law and the Major not wanting 
pirates as his sons-in-law. Using the weakness that was mentioned before, the Major tells the pirates that he is an orphan 
and uses that chance to takes his daughters back to his estate, along with Fredric. Soon after this, the Major feels guilty 
about his actions and lets Fredric go. Later, Fredric has the plan to lead policemen against the pirate gang. The pirate king 
enters into the story, saying that Fredric has to stay with them, because of his birthday. Since his birthday is on a leap year 
he was not 21 yet. 
 At the end of the story, Mabel begs Fredric not to go back to the pirate gang, but he still goes anyway. Now that 
Fredric was back with the pirate gang, the pirates and the policemen have a battle, with the pirates winning. However, the 
police ,at last minute, take the pirates as prisoners because the pirates were noblemen and swore their allegiance to the 
queen. The pirates are soon let go because they have never really harmed anyone. The story ends with a happily ever after 
because the pirates get their girls and Fredric finally gets Mabel.
 Pirates of Penzance has a really interesting storyline. The cast was asked several questions before the play. The 
first question asked was what some of the cast members favorite parts of the play were. When first asked about the their 
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favorite part of the play, Holly Kalk replied that she liked the part where the sisters first came in. 
 “My favorite scene would probably be when the sisters first came in and did their big dance.” Also going along 
with this, Katherine Beck liked when the pirates and the sisters got together. The cast was asked some questions about 
being a part of the cast, and how nervous some cast members were for the performance. 
 “You’re a part of this group now, and you have all of these friends,” Claire Hamilton said. Katherine also gave 
a similar answer, saying, “It’s really fun, and you get to spend a lot of time with people. It’s a great way to make new 
friends.” 
 Everyone I interviewed said they were nervous, and Claire gave a perfect example, responding to my question 
with, “You’re always going to be nervous before performing.” 
 Asked to give ratings (out of ten) on how much they liked the play both Katherine and Claire gave it eight out of 
ten, and from Holly a ten out of ten. 
 Lastly, what makes this musical so unique and different compared to others? It must be the music and dancing! 
Another cast member, Audrey Mohr, said, “The music is very old I would say because the play is based in the 1800’s. 
We have some new twists that we’re adding to it (the play) to make the music more modern. There’s a rap part in it that’s 
going to be really fun.” She also said in regards to watching the dancing, “My favorite part would have to be watching the 
policeman. They do this really funky dance and they are like puppets on a string.”
 You can see how exciting this play was! This was definitely one play you didn’t want to miss!

Cast members of the Pirates of Penzance perform during the show Friday, November 16.    Photos: @FJHChargers 
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By Kendall Wannemacher

At the beginning of June 2019, the eighth-grade French class will journey to Quèbec, Canada and immerse 
themselves in the French language and the city around them. In order to be considered as a candidate to participate in this 
trip, students have completed an application process. They filled out a standard application form, agreed to a strict Code 
of Conduct (similar to the expectations for behavior at school, except understanding we are traveling together outside 
of the United States), and a self-evaluation. They also needed to gather a parental consent form, a health statement from 
their doctor, three recommendation forms (one from a seventh-grade team teacher, one from the assistant principal, and 
one from the guidance counselor of their school). The trip was expected to cost roughly $1500 per person traveling (this 
includes parents that are going along), and the deposit was required by September 28, 2018 to hold a spot in the group. 
Following the deposit, payments were due in October, January, March, and April. Each student must have a valid passport 
book prior to departing for the international trip. While a passport card is allowable for vehicular crossing into Canada, the 
teachers organizing the trip require a passport book in case of an emergency travel situation where air travel could become 
necessary. Most students should have already obtained, or at least applied for their passports at this time. In addition to 
formal expenses, students and adult travelers will have some personal and miscellaneous expenses to cover while on this 
trip. Organizers suggest that parents research credit card options to ensure their child has a card without an international 
conversion charge. One parent asked for an idea on how much should be budgeted for miscellaneous spending, and a par-
ent that had an older student participate offered that their elder son had spent about $150 on food and souvenirs outside of 
what is included with the package from the travel company (Uniropa). The student I talked with hasn’t thought about this 
much or discussed it with her parents yet, but thinks she’ll limit herself to about $5 to $10 per item on extra spending.

When packing for the trip, students are encouraged to pack as light as possible while including the necessary 
items. Since the trip is in June, the student I had talked with believes she’ll bring mostly shorts and t-shirts. Organizers 
have promised more details on what to pack and what to leave at home, but it’s still too soon for most students to be pon-
dering packing lists.

The drive to the city will be a long one, taking 12 hours of travel, without stops included. The organizers have 
planned stops for food where needed. When discussing the trip, one student expects that she’ll read books. She also hopes 
that she’ll have at least one familiar friend to talk with. She also expects a charter bus to be nicer than most students are 
used to, and believes she’ll sleep to pass some of the time. Since the students have not travelled this trip before, there is 
real excitement in the new experience.

Once reaching the Canada/United States border, the students will be visiting Niagara Falls, taking a boat along 
the water. After visiting the Falls, the students will arrive at the hotel and explore a bit on their own before dinner. After 
dinner, there is a fireworks display planned before a curfew where students return to their shared rooms. Many partici-
pating students seem to be excited about visiting Niagara Falls. When asked, one student said, “As far as I know we only 
stay for a couple of hours, but I think that we take a boat under the falls. I think it’ll be pretty and it’s nice to go under the 
water to see the waterfall.” The students’ tour is planned for the last boat of the evening right at sunset. It is expected to be 
a breathtaking experience.

The second day, Monday, June 3rd; the students wake up and enjoy a buffet breakfast before leaving the hotel near 
Niagara Falls and transferring to a hotel closer to Quebec City. When arriving at their home for the week, students check 
in and go through a welcome orientation. Orientation will cover important topics like what to do in an emergency, where 
to look for help, and ground rules for student safety and enjoyment.

Each day during the trip, students are treated to breakfasts and dinners included in the trip fees. There are two 
exceptions of evening meals: where food is not provided to the students but instead they are tasked to finding a restaurant 
with their roommates and dining there, or sourcing food in the lodging location. Places visited for dining during this trip 
include local cuisine treats like Le Monastere des Augustines. While many of the meals have not had destinations decided 
on at this point, it is certain that the meals will not disappoint.

On this trip, it is essential that the students use French. The students are traveling to a place where the majority 

French Students Look Forward to 
June Canada Trip
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speaks French, and the reason this trip had first been created was to use the language of French outside of just a classroom 
environment and to get hands on usage. Many of the places students will visit in the city are French based cafés and shops, 
requiring them to use basic French language skills to communicate with clerks or waiters. They may also be required to 
communicate with locals to figure out directions or almost anything that may be needed if they are separated from the 
traveling class. When interviewing a student going on this trip, this topic had been brought up. How did they think that 
they would be able to communicate with the locals? How far would their year in French class take them, fluency-wise? 
Well, this student responded by saying, “I think that I’ll be able to say, like, ‘hello,’ ‘goodbye,’ maybe ask for food, how 
much money it costs to get things, but I doubt I’ll be able to have, like, a normal conversation that I’d be able to have in 
English.” While the students will be expected to use French whenever possible and logical, most of the Quèbec locals are 
also fluent in English. We do not expect any catastrophes born of an inability to communicate.
 An important part along this trip is sight-seeing and exploration of the small, enclosed city of Old Québec. A 
majority of this exploring will be done with the whole group of students and teachers, and maybe some parents traveling 
along with the group. There will also be time for students to explore in smaller groups. This will allow for exploration of 
more individualized interests. When discussing free time and smaller group exploration, one student said, “I don’t think 
that we’ll have a lot of free time, but I do think we’ll have a lot of free time just before bed. I expect it’ll be occupied most 
the time with our activities, and I am very excited for the activities that we will be doing.” A glance through the planned 
itinerary shows there is “personal exploration” time on 3 days in 1-2 hour increments.
 On the first morning that the students wake up in Quebec, there is a guided walking tour of Lower Quèbec. Lower 
Quèbec is a part of the old, walled city. During this tour, many of the planned activity destinations will be pointed out, 
along with many potential interests for personal exploration time. The class will see and learn about places like Place 
Royale (the spot where the famous French Explorer Samuel de Champlain decided to set up a colony that would later 
become Quèbec City), Quartier Petit-Champlain (one of the oldest quarters on the North American continent), and other 
culturally and historically significant places. The students will visit and tour the Musee du Fort, a unique sound and light 
show on the military history of Quebec. After lunch and some time to explore, the day will continue with a tour of Upper 
Quèbec, highlighting the same interesting landmarks and destinations. Students will discover Musee National des Beaux-
Arts du Quèbec, a museum with an impressive collection of local art and detailed exhibits to educate on the rich cultural 
heritage of the area. This museum should be a very educational experience allowing students to interpret beautiful works 
of art. This also includes a tour of the Old Quèbec Prison.
 The following days will include more tours and education on topics of local interest. Students will learn about the 
history of healthcare in Quebec, stress management strategies (using dynamic movements and exercises that demonstrate 
the potential of the human body), a tour of Beaupre Coast and Ile d’Orleans. The group will explore sites such as the 
world-famous Ste Anne de Beauprè Cathedral Montmorency Falls, Copper Museum and La Forge a Pique Assaut black-
smith museum. The group will cruise the St. Lawrence River overlooking the City and will potentially enjoy some whale 
watching from Baie Sainte-Catherine aboard the AML Grand Fleuve. 
 The final day will include the group’s departure, but first they will tour the Martello Tower “Soldier of the Tow-
er.” This is an interactive activity that will teach the group about the important history of soldiers in Quebec. The group 
will learn how important the soldiers of the early 1800s were in Quebec, and about the living conditions these soldiers 
endured. After the tour there will be a brief period for students to visit anything they missed or want to see again. Maybe 
some will rush back to their favorite shop for one last souvenir or gift. The bus(es) will depart for Fishers at 4:00 pm and 
travel overnight. The group is scheduled to return to Fall Creek Junior High sometime Saturday morning (June 8).

Quebec City, Canada         Photo applyboard.com
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By Aiden Johnson

 Imagine a world where you don’t have to turn in your homework to a person, rely on crappy autocorrect, or even 
rely on getting your education from someone (or something) that isn’t even human. Well, pretty soon, that might be the 
case. (That is, if robotic AI doesn’t take over the world first.) You see, even though artificial intelligence is still in the 
testing phases, and might not even be possible for another decade or more, people still have concerns. For example, the 
human brain is confined to the skull, giving it limited functioning power, where an AI brain can be the size of a whole 
building. This makes people afraid of what happens when the AI know they don’t have to take orders. But if AI is pos-
sible, and they don’t cease control of humankind like a cheesy sci-fi movie, what would it be like for robots to teach us 
instead of humans?
 Meet Baidu, Baidu has become the first Chinese country to join an alliance that has been led by the US to devel-
op artificial intelligence, which is also being worked on with some of Silicon Valley’s biggest names. The AI partnership 
started in 2016 to try to ease concerns on the development of this frontier technology. Basic fears of AI include the risk 
of them becoming smarter that us, which even Elon Musk has specified that he feels that this could become an existential 
threat to the human race. The article (found at CNN business) also goes into further detail on how these machines could be 
hacked by basically anyone with a limited knowledge of hacking. But something the article fails to mention is what would 
happen if AI is susceptible to a plague that not even humans know how to get rid of, spam. (Basically people wonder if AI 
could not only be hacked, but also be slowed down by an endless numbers of ads, or to the most extreme, entire viruses 
that fry the entire motherboard.)
 Baidu is one of the highest investors in the AI market as of right now, and has been working nonstop to see these 
types of dreams become reality. So, as you can see, many of the worlds greatest minds believe that the near future will 
have at least some version of artificial intelligence. And if, say there were a life form more advanced than we are, would 
they be able to teach us? For example, if your teacher was a black box that housed a complex code and was built in the 
side of the class’s wall, what would stop a person from just walking out of class? Seeing as how they’re confined to what 
information they already know or are analyzing, would it just freeze in the middle of a class lecture if a new piece of 
information is thrown at its code? Or heck, why even schools at all? Some people believe they could be used as home 
computers, much like an online college course. 
 Artificial intelligence is spreading rapidly into daily life. It’s already replacing warehouse workers, steering driv-
erless cars and helping diagnose patients with different viruses faster than some of the worlds most prestigious authors. 
Which further shows the fact that AI’s full potential use is still largely unexplored. 
 Another big question that would arise with this would be the costs to fund such items for schools. Ironically 
enough, the pricing problem would virtually be solved if we just used the same basic version of the program in each class-
room and had it wired to a private server that operated as a stand alone code that met the data requirements of each robot. 
 So in all, we know that it’s being properly founded, so the intelligence part won’t be an issue, we know the 
pricing, as well as the fact that it’s possible. However, the last (and in some cases the most important) issue, could this AI 
be hacked? Unfortunately, the short answer, most definitely, but a little insight that shows that hacking isn’t always bad, 
which can be backed up using facts from recorded history. For one, hacking as a profession in the mid 60’s was actually a 
very respectable job, and second, there are actually two different types of hackers out there. One being the white hats, the 
group of hackers that try to break into company systems and find every single flaw in their coding, but then tell them how 
to make their security systems stronger, as well as how to avoid hackings in the future. But the other type of hackers are 
black hats. They’re the type that have given hacking a negative aura. Black hats are a group of hackers that hack into com-
pany codes, security systems, ATM’s, and even information about your credit cards and social security number. Then, they 
either sell your information to shady black sites, or use that information to sap your funding dry.  If these hackers could 
switch over to seeing how AI functions instead of how corporations function, statistics show that an entirely new type of 
profession could be made. Hacking to find flaws in a robots code, which could dramatically reduce the fear of AI being 
hacked and forced to take orders from someone else. 

Artificial Intelligence in Schools: New 
Age or Old-School Idea
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 Artificial intelligence is definitely something we will have access to in the future, which means that they will 
likely be able to teach, but because of scientific facts that go against ideas such as this one: high prices, and all of the 
loopholes that would allow hackers to exploit the new system that we would have to create (as well as the fact that the 200 
year old school system we have had in place would be completely thrown out the window). 
 Even though we have enough data to prove that AI is possible, as well as the fact that some of the most intelligent 
people on the planet believe that AI could pose a threat to human kind, including the fact that robots have already taken 
the jobs of thousands of workers, it seems that artificial intelligence and human intelligence might one day be the same 
level of complexity. But, seeing as how they’re not human, they will see the world in a much, much different way than 
humans ever could. Which would probably make it kind of hard for them to teach four year olds their ABC’s. So, all-in-
all, as amazing as they are (and will be), as well as how complex they can become, it seems that the idea of having robots 
teach the kiddies, no matter how cool is sounds, is just an old school idea.

The Bell has 
Sounded for 
Boxing in Schools
By Anthony Vargas-Pliego

 Schools can be tough.  Sometimes students see bad 
things happening.  They might see such things as theft or 
bullying. There might be a chance that students might get 
in a bad situation like somebody trying to steal their stuff or 
they might even get into a life or death situation. Since things 
can get tough, students should be introduced to boxing. This 
sports program in schools could benefit students in a lot of 
ways, including being able to defend themselves.
 Learning how to defend yourself makes boxing 
a perfect sport for dangers a student might face.  Simple 
moves can be learned in boxing can help prevent fights from 
occurring.  The set of skills you learn will allow a student to 
defend themselves if engaged in physical combat. A boxing 
program in schools would be intended to educate students 
and prepare them physically and psychologically to protect 
themselves should they ever be caught up in a physical 
confrontation.
 Other benefits of a boxing program are that students 
will get a chance to create new friends, burn calories through 
enhanced cardiovascular health, improves concentration 
through hand-eye coordination, increases total-body strength, 
and is a stress reliever.  The high intensity types of exercise 
in boxing makes it a great form of aerobic exercise. Aerobic 
exercise is any type of exercise that involves large groups of 
muscle, stresses the cardiovascular system (in a good way), 
and increases a person’s rate of breathing.
 Some people would consider not having boxing 

as a sport in schools because the parent would probably 
get worried of their daughter/son getting injured while 
doing boxing or some might think it is too dangerous.  
However, a national safety council report in 1996 ranked 
amateur boxing as the safest contact sport in America. 
Even though many safety precautions have been put in 
place, concussions are the most critical and common injury 
encountered when doing boxing.  
 Others might say a boxing program would cost 
too much money.  There are several reasons why: it 
is hard to get a boxing gymnasium/ring, boxing gear 
and boxing coaches. Furthermore, there are not many fans 
as many as high school basketball or football fans.  The 
program might cost more than what it brings in in revenue.  
However, schools should give it a chance.  There are many 
people that would enjoy it.
 Boxing has a long rich history from the stone 
carvings found showing that Sumerians engaged in boxing 
fights over 5,000 years ago to Romans form of boxing, 
which was often a fight until death to please the spectators 
who gathered at such events.  Today we have sanctioned 
fights for top athletes to test their abilities.  Boxing in 
schools would allow yet another group of students to 
experience this long-standing tradition.  Come on schools, 
let’s give it a round.

Photo: startupwonders.com
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By Marissa Boling

 Is technology in the way of our education? Education is a very important thing to a lot of people, but many have 
said that technology is distracting for some students. Many people think that it can be because we rely on technology too 
much, we don’t know how to look things up without technology, and we play games. Others say it doesn’t get in the way 
of our education because of math activities and apps, researching, and for learning about technology so we know how and 
what we are supposed to be doing with it at school . Technology at school is for education, but there are many positives 
and negatives about it.

Technology is changing the way we learn. Technology is used for assignments, activities, and for looking things 
up. Today we use technology for homework, and researching for projects and answers to our questions. We all use tech-
nology in different ways. Technology has replaced textbooks and books because we just look things up. Today, we can use 
technology as a source for many things. 
 Is technology really helping students learn? Many students, parents, and teachers have said that it does help 
students learn because we need to know how to use technology, for activities, homework, or tests and quizzes. Others say 
that technology doesn’t help students learn because it is not at the point were it can fill a teacher’s spot. We should know 
how to look things up without technology because we rely on technology too much. Today, technology is a new way of 
teaching and learning. Many teachers post things on canvas like homework and notes. Canvas and skyward can be very 
helpful for parentsbecause they can see our progress and grades. Canvas can be a new way of learning for many students 
because we have to know how to use technology, and we have to get used to technology being a new source. 

Technology is distracting students because of social media and games.  Many students are on their devices during 
class playing games or looking on social media to post things. We are always looking on social media to see what peo-
ple have posted or said. A lot of the time, we don’t pay attention to people and we are more interested in our technology. 
When we are supposed to be doing homework or studying, we are on our devices. Today, we are so attached to our tech-
nology that we can’t even put our devices down for one second.

Technology is effecting both students and teachers because they are on their technology all the time. Teachers are 
putting grades in, doing work, making assignments, emailing other teachers, etc. Students are doing assignments, doing 
activities, looking up grades, and more.  Technology is hurting people because of social media. Social media is hurting 
many of us because of cyber bullying, posts, and comments. Many students are having bad thoughts and sometimes bad 
actions. We all use technology everyday and can’t get away from it. How is technology effecting you?

Is Technology helping our Education?

Students are on technology a lot during the school day either looking at social media and playing games.   
                  Photo: Mrs. Kokoska
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Technology Protecting the Road 
By Salehen Amin 

 Today buses are becoming more advanced. They are getting new parts to help out drivers when the weather 
is horrible or a crash might occur, as well as new security cameras so they will be safer for students when they get on 
the bus. 
 If the weather is either foggy or snowing, there will be a radar to help. A radar will help bus drivers to detect 
something when the weather is horrible outside. When buses become advanced, they will stop immediately when a 
vehicle stops suddenly in front of it. Buses are becoming more upgraded, safe transportation.“We are trying to go 
above and beyond with regard to what we’re doing to make sure our school buses are safe as they possibly can be,” 
said Superintendent Patrick Spray of Clark-Pleasant Commity Schools, Indiana. 
 When boarding on the school bus, there are going to be new upgraded security cameras. The PV360 
multi-camera is a 360 degree camera view that allows the bus drivers to see around their bus if students are cross-
ing behind or alongside the bus. This can allow drivers to be more secure.“Unlike other cameras in the market that 
provide images on split screens, the PV360 camera shows full visibility all the way around the bus with screens that 
are stitched together to create one image,”said Leslie Kilgore, VP of Engineering at Thomas Built Buses (TBB). Also, 
installation of security cameras with a smart phone application is a way to keep students safe and watched by their 
parents and the school. These cameras can provide valuable data for schools to see an accuracy of incidents reports, 
like the incident that happened when two twin brothers and their older sister died from getting run over by a truck 
while crossing the road to get to their school bus. A fourth sibling, an 11 year old boy, survived. He was taken to the 
hospital and suffered multiple broken bones. 
 Buses that are being equipped with WiFi and satellite radio allow students to use their student ID cards when 
they enter or leave the bus for parents and the school to monitor each student’s location. Student’s ID cards can also 
help out when they enter and leave the bus. School administrators can see if the students went on the corret bus. 
This can also allow parents to get alerts if their child has left or got on the bus and arrived to their location. If buses 
are equipped with the WiFi, there can be less problems in the bus. Students would be able to finish up homework 
and school projects or can play video games for entertainment in the bus. They can spend more time on projects and 
homework, so they can be ready for the next day and feel prepared. 
 GPS can be a useful tool to bus drivers when it comes to picking up students. This can be helping buses by 
bus safety, tracking, and security. Having the GPS can help bus drivers to track and monitor the movements and loca-
tions of the bus. This can also help by giving optimal bus routes based on historic routes and location data, which can 
help cut down on fuel costs and give students time back from their bus ride. Then, not only can be provided optimal 
routes for the drivers, but administrators can see if they follow those optimal safe routes. It can also include the most 
accurate maps of planned routes for drivers to easily follow.
 Driver Tablets can also help a substitute bus driver. Instead of having papers everywhere to know which stu-
dents get on the bus, looking to know where to go to pick up other students, and to get to know where the school is, 
the bus drivers can now have driver tablets that can help out by increasing driver accountability, safety, and efficiency. 
These devices allow drivers to streamline their daily tasks while providing dispatch with insight of what’s happening 
on the road. “Our drivers were literally using printed-out directions and three-ring binders to keep track of student 
names, bus assignments, everything. Now, everything will be in the tablet so our drivers can pay attention to the road 
and not a stack of papers sitting nearby,” said Cheryl Dalton, Director of Transportation, Saratoga Springs school 
district (NY).
 With better safety development implements in transportation, buses and students will be safer.  As many more 
school disctricts make the change, everyone wins.
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Dress Code Disturbance
By: Audrey Mohr

    There is a new outbreak of discrepancy in student 
thoughts towards the school’s dress code. Some people believe 
that the dress code is fine the way it is, but there are also those 
who believe that the dress code should have some changes.  
Those that seek changes believe there is a gender inequality in 
the guidelines. 
     For girls, there are a lot of rules that they must follow. 
It was easier in the past to follow, but now the dress code is 
going against new fashion lines that young girls are eager to 
follow. This is just going to result in more girls breaking the 
dress code, even if they didn’t know they were doing it in the 
first place. 
 “Boys have, like, 3 rules to follow while girls have 
around 30, and that’s not right,’’ said 8th grader Maya Graves. 
    There is also some controversy over the lack of the 
dress code rules for boys. The boys’ rules consist of about two 
things; “Sagging” pants or shorts will not be permitted, and 
shoes with rollers or wheels are intolerable on school property. 
The rest of the rules are either gender neutral or female driven. 
This is seen as unfair and offensive to some that boys would 
get this much freedom when it seems that girls are put into a 
separate box that they must fit into. 
 “I mainly disagree with the fingertip rule,” said Annie 
Dundore, an 8th grade student here at Fishers Junior High, “It’s 
so unfair. There could be girls with long arms, there could be 
girls with short arms, either way it’s unfair.’’
 Boys also believe there is an inequality between 
genders in the dress code. After a study was taken in Fishers 
Junior High, out of three classes, 51% of the boys did not 
believe that the dress code is equal between the genders.  90% 
of girls, taken from the same study, believed that the dress 
code had a discrimination. In total, 73% of all the classes 
believed that the dress code was not equal.
          Some students are okay with the dress code. “I think 
the dress code is just the right amount of fair, even though 
there some changes that could be made, the dress code has its 
reason.” says 7th grader Maddy Collier.
 For another sample, there is one term in the handbook 
that needs to be addressed when it comes to the dress code. 
This term is “distracting’’. In the hand book it says, “Whenever 
a school official considers a student’s appearance to be 
inappropriate, immodest, or distracting, a conference will 
be held, and the student will be asked to make the necessary 
accommodations,” 
    This rule does not mean just when a teacher considers 
a student’s apparel, “distracting”. There have been times when 

a boy has gone up to a teacher and gotten a girl dress coded 
for being distracting. Neither boys nor girls can decide 
what other people think about them. 
 There is another rule that could be tweaked 
in its words to seem less offensive to the students who 
took offense to it. The dress code states that, “…drastic 
hair dyes or drastic hair designs that would draw undue 
attention should not be worn during the school day.” 
    The beginning of the rule is fine. However, 
students want to know: who decides if a hair design 
would be allowed to wear in school? There is no real 
way of telling if someone’s hair is too drastic to be worn 
to school. Should that be up to a teacher? A parent or 
guardian? The students themselves? This rule is nebulous 
in a way that makes people afraid to express their artistic 
creativity in their hair styles. That should not be the case. 
Plus, how would you say that someone’s hair draws too 
much attention for school usage? What specific rules and 
regulations define someone’s hair as drawing too much 
undue attention? Also, how would you deal with the hair 
problem? Would you make them take it out? Send them 
home until they dyed their hair a “less drastic” color? 
These rules could, and should, be more specific.  This is a 
simple thing that can easily be changed. 
    There is one part of the dress code that confuses 
many people. The dress code says, “Students that are 
unable to acquire school appropriate clothing may 
spend the remainder of the school day in the In-school 
Reassignment Room.”
    So, if someone didn’t bring their gym clothes, an 
extra shirt, or pair of pants, they get sent to a room to be 
alone the rest of the day? Hopefully, the school officials 
will try to tweak the rule with maybe an asterisk saying, 
“If a student needs an extra article of clothing, the school 
will try to supply the student with the needed material, if 
only for that day.”
    The dress code rules are there to keep school 
education friendly. They are supposed to help us grow in our 
education. Like Maddy said, the dress code does have its 
reason. But, some of those rules, that had good intentions, 
are making students angry and drawing them away from 
their education. They are too vague, nonspecific, and have 
some inequalities to them. Though some people disagree 
with parts of the dress code, we all must admit it does have 
some good rules to follow. 

What students think about the fairness of the dress code.
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Thinking Towards Tomorrow
By: Kāhlan Snellenberger

       There are so many events to look forward to at FJH and HSE Schools, even if it 
is snowy, rainy, or cold outside. Outside sports might be fun to attend, but you also 
must take into consideration the inside sports and activities. For example, there is 
band, orchestra, winter guard, basketball, wrestling, etc. You never know, you might 
be interested in some of these. There are also clubs that you are free to attend such as 
gardening gang, CTV, EGC, GSA, and Writing Club.

Gardening Gang will be taking place once again in February for any new 
students who would like to take part or want to be part of it again. The Charger Gar-
dening Gang takes place in the garden next to the school, where students can walk 
through and enjoy the beautiful view of plants and decorations. Any questions can 
be answered by Mr. Baney, an 8th-grade math teacher. CTV meets every Monday and 
meets up altogether after school to create fun broadcast videos. Each student has a 
part in the broadcast, these parts can consist of jobs such as scriptwriter, broadcaster, 
video editor, and many more. 

There are also many other clubs to look forward to. All the information can be 
found on the Fishers Junior High School website in the activities and clubs’ section. 

In Fishers Junior High there are many upcoming sports events. There are girls’ 
and boys’ basketball games and practices, wrestling, and the dance team. In January 
there will be eight basketball games for boys and seven basketball games for the girls.  
All of the boys’ basketball games will be held at FJH in the main gym. This is also 
the case for the girls’ basketball games. The girls’ basketball team will also have eight 
more games in February. In January, there will be five wrestling matches. There will 
also be ten more wrestling matches in February.

There is also the Science Fair on February 1st, which is for any students who 
are participating in it for extra credit. Eighth graders who participate in the science 
fair, who do a great job, will automatically get a 100% grade. The Science Fair will 
take place in the media center.  And no one can forget the talent show that will be 
in March! The talent show will be for any students who feel the desire to show their 
certain talent in front of other students. The Talent Show will be in the LGI Room, so 
students have a large area to look up and admire other friends and students on stage. 

There is also the HSE High school that will be holding many clubs after 
school and many sports. There will be one band concert in January and one orchestra 
concert in February in the Leonard Auditorium. CTV is held every Wednesday after 
school in the media center.

There are many more events that will be taking place and can be found on the 
schools’ websites. These events can make up the boring days in the winter when you 
are doing nothing but work. Take a break!
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HSE District 
Elections

By Ashley Grimpe

 Parents and teachers of Hamilton Southeastern 
schools lined up at their polling locations on Tuesday, 
November 6, 2018, to vote for members of the school 
board to represent their district. In this year’s general 
election, four new members were elected to represent 
each district of HSE. The polling areas were spread 
out across Fall Creek Township’s schools and church-
es for every citizen to have an area to vote. The voters 
elected Bradley Boyer for district one,  Janet Pritchett 
for district two, and Julie Chambers for district four. 
Michelle Fullhart was re-elected to represent district 
three.   
 The school board elections are important, al-
though usually undermined, in the midst of the prima-
ry elections. The school board decides what students 
wear, where they attend, the courses they can take, 
district boundaries, and transportation to and from 
school. It is essential to vote, especially if voting can 
directly affect you. Mr. Fassold, a veteran, expressed: 
“Our country was designed on the idea that citizens 
would have a say who represents them.” When asked 
why he votes, he responded with, “I vote because it is 
a hard-fought right and I exercise it.” Citizens are giv-
en the right to vote in order to ensure that their rights 
will be properly represented. In a school, this idea is 
necessary for students to understand, as they will be 
the future leaders and politicians.  
 Bradley Boyer, Janet Pritchett, Julie Chambers, 
and Michelle Fullhart are the newly elected members 
of the school board. Remaining on the board until 
2020 is Amanda Shera, Sylvia Shepler, and Mike 
Bottorff. In a questionnaire distributed by One Zone 
Commerce, each of the members listed things that 
they hope to change or improve on in schools. Boyer 
is planning to incorporate more spelling programs to 
increase the student’s knowledge to build on in the 
future. Pritchett wants to replace standardized testing 
with new methods that are less “standard” and that 

prepare student for living in the 21st century.  Cham-
bers wants to better address funding and provide more 
necessary materials for teachers that can’t afford to 
pay out of pocket. Finally, Fullhart will continue to 
communicate with parents and students throughout the 
community. Each member will be a part of the board 
for four years, or until their term ends in 2022. 
 In order to vote, there are several steps to fol-
low. First, a registered voter will go to their designated 
polling area and show the poll workers their ID. Once 
the ID is checked, they are taken to a polling booth. 
The poll worker will then activate the ballot. From 
there, the voter will check the boxes of the people that 
they choose to vote for and press the button. It will 
inform the voter that their vote has been counted, then 
the process is complete! The same process is used 
when voting pre-election day. However, the lines are, 
usually, not as long. Voting for the school board is a 
small section of the General election, but it can still 
impact the schools greatly. 

Different districts of HSE to be represented by the newly appointed 
school board members.                   (Photo found on hseschools.org)
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HSE Schools 
Redistricting

By: Lauren Hobson
  
   Next school year, the Hamilton Southeastern 
school district will begin its redistricting process. 
The redistricting, which will begin in the 2019-2020 
school year, means that new boundaries will be made 
to change where students go to school. These new 
boundaries are being made because more and more 
people continue to move from the west to the east 
side. The focus of the redistricting will be on students 
primarily in kindergarten through eighth grade. Re-
districting will also help with the opening of a new 
school, Southeastern Elementary School, in 2019.
   Many people have input on redistricting. First, 
scenarios will be made on where the students go. This 
means that there will be diagrams made of different 
options on how to separate the sections of the school 
district. The separating of where students will go helps 
in many ways. The main reason this helps is so that 
the number of students each school has can be evened 
out so schools don’t have too many or too little stu-
dents. The last step is for the community to give their 
opinion on the choice made, but before this, the school 
board gets to vote. The school board will be voting on 
which scenario for dividing the students is best. There 
are currently three scenarios that can be chosen from, 
and these scenarios are what the school board will 
pick from.
  Along with the new school opening and the move-
ment of people living on the west side to the east side 
of the school district, there are many more reasons 
why this redistricting is happening. One of these rea-
sons is for a feeder system to be established. A feeder 
system is the flow of schools student will go through 
as they get older. Now, the reason parents and students 
moving to another area in the school district is such 
a problem is because of the schools. When a student 
changes schools, there are fewer students than the 
previous school held. This can lead to fewer students 
in one school, while another school has too many. A 
feeder system plays into this because feeder systems 

allow a parent to know all the schools that this kid will 
go to. The redistricting affects the feeder system be-
cause it can change where some students go to school.
   The redistricting will go into place in the 2019-2020 
school year. The redistricting will affect the Hamilton 
Southeastern School district and make new separations 
as to where students will go to school. The people who 
are primarily affected by this are students in the school 
district, kindergarten through eighth grade. Parents are 
also impacted, because they may have to change their 
work schedule to take their kids to a new school.  This 
has an effect on students because it determines where 
students will go to school and makes a new feeder sys-
tem for the students in the school district. What is also 
important to know is that it is not just the school board 
that has input on redistricting. The superintendent will 
also make a final recommendation before the school 
board votes. Even the community in the district can 
share their thoughts on the issue.  

                               Art taken from blog.techfetch.com
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Three Siblings die and another injured 
at Bus Stop

The accident happened at 4600 North Indiana at North of Rochester where the 3 kids died and one child was injured. Photo: Kelly Wilkinson/IndyStar

 By Salehen Amin 

 On the North side of Indiana at Rochester, three siblings and one other child were hit while crossing the 
road. They were heading to their bus and got hit by the truck. Alyssa Shepherd wasn’t paying any attention until 
she realized she hit them. Alyssa Shepherd, 24, of Rochester, was arrested and charged with reckless homicide 
and other crimes. Alyssa Shepherd told the investigators that she didn’t see the bus and the children. “She 
couldn’t make out what it was and by the time she realized...the kids were right there in front of her,” Indiana 
State Police Detective Michelle Jumper testified at a probable cause hearing in Fulton Superior Court. 
 Involved in the accident were two twin brothers Xzavier Stahl and Mason Stahl and the older sister 
Alivia Stahl, who were students in the Tippecanoe Valley School Corporation. The other child involved was 
Maverik Lowe. He was taken to Parkview hospital and suffered multiple broken bones and underwent surgery. 
Maverik Lowe’s parents were getting updates, they shared and saying Maverik is “alert, talking and even 
making jokes with his nurses and care team.” They also said that Maverik is getting better. “While Maverik is 
getting better, he has a long road ahead.”
 The children were crossing a country two-lane highway to catch their bus, which was stopped in the 
northbound lane with its lights flashing and “STOP” arm extended. The bus drivers told the investigators that he 
saw the oncoming truck’s headlights. Because the truck was far back and had plenty of time to slow down, the 
bus driver waved to the children and told them to cross. The bus driver then honked the horn when he saw that 
the truck wasn’t stopping. There was a witness that saw what Alyssa Shepherd did. The witness said she started 
to freak out as she realized, “I’m slowing down, but that truck in front of me is not slowing.”  
 Alyssa Shepherd’s stated that her view from when she was driving caused her not to notice the lights 
were from the bus.
 Currently, Maverik suffers multiple broken bones and has undergone surgery. Alyssa Shepherd has been      
charged and arrested. 
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Violence in 
Schools 

By Audrey Mohr

 School violence happens everywhere. In every 
school in every city, violences’ cold, cruel fingers wrap 
around everyone in its path. On February 14, 2018, 
a 19-year-old man entered Marjory High School in 
Parkland, Florida and shot down 17 students and staff. 
In Philadelphia, a fight in the parking lot of Lincoln 
High School led to a shoot out. On May 25, at Nobles-
ville West Middle School, a middle schooler brought 
a gun to school and shot two people, one student and 
one teacher. There are many more examples of vio-
lence in schools this year. This is a rising problem.
 “We’re 21 weeks into 2018, and there have 
been 23 school shooting where someone was hurt or 
killed,” CNN said on May 25,” That averages out to 
more than 1 shooting a week,” This is a terrifying sta-
tistic, and there has been even more violence since this 
report.
 The Washington Post states that, “185 (of those 
killed by gun violence) were children and teenagers.” 
This was said Wednesday 30, 2018. They also said the 
the youngest to die this year from the viciousness was 
an 8-month old. This is very wretched, and very unrea-
sonable.  
 According to cdc.gov, school violence is 
defined as bullying, fighting (punching, kicking, 
slapping, etc.), weapon use, cyber bullying, and gang 
violence. They also say that school violence usually 
happens on school property, on way to or from school, 
at a school-sponsored event, or going to or from a 
school-sponsored event. Many students can agree how 
dangerous school violence can get.
 Statistics show that 24% of students have been 
in a physical fight one or more times. Also, 7% of stu-
dents, this year, did not go to school at least one day 
because they felt unsafe going to/at/leaving school. 
This rate could rise immensely if action is not taken.
 There are many ways people think that school 
violence should be taken care of. According to nsba.

org, “If schools are able to address students’ men-
tal health issues successfully, it is possible that they 
might prevent future violent acts. The more likely, 
and extremely worthwhile result, however, will be 
students’ improved academic performance, a reduction 
in behavioral incidents and significant cost savings, 
especially within the special education system.” 

Also said by nsba.org, “Research indicates 
that approximately 18% of children and adolescents 
have a mental health disorder and that approximately 
5% are severely emotionally disturbed. The odds are, 
therefore, that every classroom in every school has 
at least one student with a mental health disorder. Of 
those who have a mental health disorder, only one 
out of five will receive any treatment, generally from 
a primary care physician rather than a mental health 
professional. The vast majority of students who have 
mental health disorders, even severe ones, are served 
within the general education system and are not re-
ceiving special education services.” This means that 
it is very hard to tell the students that need help and 
there is a chance that they might miss the people that 
need the help. This would lower the percent of school 
violence, but only by so much.
 Forty-two states have been affected by school 
violence. There are many opinions swirling around 
about why and how this rise has happened. But there 
is one thing for certain, this problem is growing, and 
it’s not going away any time soon.

Photo: theindychannel.com
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Students Prepare for Final Exam Week
By Kendall Wannemacher

As it is reaching the end of the nine weeks, many students are taking semester final exams, sitting in 
their classrooms as the period is extended to fit such long tests and quizzes.

Students spend their nights studying hard and using old homework pieces to review for their tests. Most 
of the time, these tests make up part of the majority grade, pushing even more pressure onto these kids. Usually, 
they take up a lot of points in the assessment section in the grade-book. One student told me that finals week is 
the time where they feel most anxious sometimes having late-night study sessions, they’re up until almost one 
in the morning. 

Students are also anxious about waiting for the final results of the tests. They say that the time it takes 
for many teachers to finally release grades makes the whole process even worse, it may just be the most anxi-
ety-inducing part of the test-taking sessions. “Of course, it is forgivable, teachers are people, too, and do have 
lives of their own that they need to take care of. Plus, they have to go through the work of preparing the tests, 
and I could never take the time to write up something like that,” one student writes.

Almost all students in the US school system that are taking high school level classes— and many who 
are taking middle school level classes— take these tests every nine weeks, with a larger and more important test 
happening at the end of a semester (two nine-week periods). At this point, students are preparing for the first-se-
mester final exam and what may be included on it. “I take reference from old tests and assignments and study 
throughout the entire semester,” one student said, “I work to try to get as much of my work understood from the 
get-go, so I don’t have to start cramming at the end.”

This strategy is smart and effective from what a 2013 scientific report (ideas.time.com, Highlighting 
Is a Waste of Time: The Best and Worst Learning Techniques) has to say. The scientists behind the report state 
that while it may be somewhat helpful to glance over notes, the best way to study is through practice testing 
and taking your time whilst working— instead of cramming and rushing through. While cramming and staying 
up all night may let you pass the exam, the information won’t remain, and you’ll quickly forget it, being rather 
unhelpful the next time a test on that subject rolls around.

There are many other study methods written in the report, many being classified as average or unhelp-
ful. In the area of ‘average,’ study methods were things like mnemonic devices and asking yourself the ques-
tion ‘why’ as you read through the material. Still, with practice tests and taking time on each subject is the top 
recommendation. The techniques rated as low utility came up to be highlighting, underlining, rereading, and 
summarizing. These techniques only proved to get in the way and hamper the ability to make connections and 
inferences within the subject being put into practice.

Though tests and final exams tend to heighten anxiety levels and panic in people who are assigned to 
take them, to fight the anxiety and get a better grade, these ways are better than staying up all night and tiring 
yourself out from cramming information into your head.

 

FINALS WEEK: DECEMBER 17-21
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The Blatantly 
Obvious Art of 
Cheating
   
By Ella Pegg

   In the last couple of years, students cheating has 
gotten tremendously worse in schools. Social media 
has given students a greater ability to trade answers 
with other students. Apps such as Snapchat, have 
given students a bigger opportunity to cheat by just 
asking friends for answers or posting answers for 
everyone to see and copy down. Students have gotten 
used to the routine of getting work and just writing 
down whatever is told to them, instead of actually 
reading the instructions and finding out the correct 
answers for themselves. 
   Some may think that taking answers from another 
student is harmless, but not doing your work harms 
you and the other students around you who don’t 
understand what they are doing either. A survey was 
taken in over 70 different high schools across the 
country to find out how many students have cheated 
in their lifetime. Out of 24,000 students, 95% of them 
admitted to cheating. This perception is astronomically 
high this day in age. A student might think when 
sharing answers to classmates that their helping them 
out, now they don’t have to stress out over something 
so small. But later in that month or school year when 
you’re taking a test over what you just gave them the 
answers too. While you may know all the answers 
because you actually did the work, they will have no 
clue what they’re doing. Not only is this their fault, for 
not doing the work, it’s your fault too.
   The New York Times says, “Cheating has become 
easier and more widely tolerated, both schools 
and parents have failed to give students strong, 
repetitive messages about what is allowed and what 
is prohibited.” Now your parents may not know that 
you’re not doing your work, but just relying on others 
to do it for you. Taking answers from your classmates 
isn’t the way to get through school, even if you hate 
math or science and you know your never going to 

use it in your real life. Some subjects in school are 
just there for your discovery, there for you to find out 
if you really like them and want to learn more about 
them in your ‘real life’. Other subjects, that you hate, 
are there for you to show colleges and jobs that even 
though you hated English you still did your work, and 
turned it in on time. If you start not doing your work 
and relying on others to get it done for you, even once, 
then that will start to become a habit. Once that is a 
habit, constantly asking others for their work, it is hard 
to preserve. 
   Cheating is a growing problem in schools. Social 
media has given students a whole new outlet to 
cheating online. Instead of students doing their 
work, they rely on others to do their work for them. 
Now schools and teachers have tried to find ways to 
get students to do their work, but most have failed. 
Teachers really shouldn’t have to worry about their 
students not doing their work. When students cheat it 
isn’t the teachers problem it’s the students. Their the 
ones not doing their work. So the next time you go on 
Snapchat and ask for some answers from your friends. 
Remember. Your teachers have already been through 
school and back. Their not going to fail, you are.

                            Photo: growingleaders.com
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By: Ashwin Sandhu

 On November 3rd, 2018, the Fishers Junior 
High Speech Team competed against sixteen schools 
at the Ball State meet. Twenty-nine students from 
Fishers Junior High represented the Speech Team. The 
Speech Team places in different places for their indi-
vidual events. Brady Dack and Griffin Chesebrough, 
both members of the Speech Team placed first in 
Impromptu Speaking and Discussion respectively. Mr. 
Sturgeon and Mr. Henderson, both coaches for Speech 
Team worked with individual students in prepara-
tion for the competition. While it took hard work and 
preparation for the competition, the Speech Team still 
has many other competitions coming later in the year.
 The Speech Team practices after school every 
Wednesday and Thursday in preparation for the one or 
two completions per month. The first competition was 
on November 3rd at Ball State. Other competitions are:  
November 17, at Bethany Christian in Goshen, Indi-
ana; December 8th at Westfield Middle School; January 
19th at Cathedral; February at Riverside; and March in 
Bloomington. During the competition, each member 
of the Speech Team must give their speech to a huge 
group of people. For each type of speech (poetry, 
prose, scripted duo) there is a room reserved for the 
students to give their speeches. Usually, there are be-
tween five and six students in a room. A judge will be 
in the room to rank the students against other students 
in the room based on their delivery of the piece they 
present. Students usually present their speeches for 
three rounds.
 During competitions, Mr. Sturgeon and Mr. 
Henderson like to remain at the schools’ central loca-
tion to talk with students between rounds about how 
their round went and giving feedback about maybe 
what to improve upon. After the competition, both 
coaches go over the judges’ critique sheets with stu-
dents so they can see what they did good on and what 
they need to work on. The goal for students is for the 
judges to place them first above their competition. At 

the end of the competition, each school receives a cer-
tain number of points if a team member places in the 
top five overall. The school with the most points wins 
the competition. This year the Fishers Junior High 
Speech Team got first out of the sixteen schools.
 Speech Team has been availabe to students 
to join for the last six years.  Students on the Fishers 
Junior High Speech Team were interviewed about how 
they felt about the competition. Kennedy Terhune, a 
representative of the Speech Team said, “I think I did 
well for my first competition…. I enjoyed performing, 
and I thought it was really fun.” 
 As a school, Fishers Junior High has placed 
first twice in the last six years.  Their rival is cross-
town HSE school Riverside Jr. High. One of Speech 
Team’s goals is to always beat Riverside.  This year 
looks to be another misson accomplished.

Speech team members relaxing after their meet.   
               Photo: FJHChargers - Twitter

Fishers Junior High Speech Team 
Wins Competition
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Vaping in School
By: Saran Kaba

Hundreds of students in the Hamilton South-
eastern School district have taken vaping too far. Vap-
ing is the act of inhaling and exhaling vapor, typically 
containing nicotine. Many schools like Fishers High 
School and HSE High School (Hamilton Southeastern 
High School) have recently had quite a few reports on 
teens bringing vape products on school grounds. Vapes 
are a popular electronic cigarette that’s a sensation 
among teens, especially in wealthier neighborhoods. 
Ten percent of middle school students reported having 
used some type of electronic vapor product or inhaling 
vaporized liquid through an electronic battery-pow-
ered device. Thus making vapes a nightmare for 
school administrators and public health advocates.

Vaping and using other nicotine substances can 
cause damage to the brain, heart, and lungs especial-
ly for teens thats minds are not fully developed yet. 
Many smokers use these products alongside traditional 
cigarettes, often at times and in places where smoking 
is not allowed (schools). Also using nicotine, regard-
less of how it is delivered, can increase the risk of 
addiction and can cause varying amounts of problems. 
Schools are alarmed that these new high nicotine con-
tent e-cigarettes are marketed and sold in kid-friendly 
flavors, such as mango, mint, strawberry and other fla-
vors. These flavors are highly appealing to young chil-
dren and teens. E-cigarettes, also known as vapes, are 
battery-operated devices that heat up liquid nicotine to 
generate an “aerosol” that users of vapes inhale. Some 
students may think what they’re doing is harmless and 
others don’t even know it contains harmful substances 
that are found in traditional cigarettes.

Meanwhile, schools continue the battle of find-
ing the vape products on school grounds. Also, vape 
companies are trying to make it harder for underage 
children to get a hold of these products in the stores. 
Students caught vaping go through counseling on risky 
behaviors. Adults hope that this doesn’t go any further 
so that students won’t use drugs down the line. Wheth-
er schools’ efforts are making a broader difference has 
yet to be seen. Although buying e-cigarettes is illegal 

under age 18,  some states have bumped the minimum 
age to 21 because of minors purchasing the products.

Teen vaping decreased for the first time in 
2016 after rapidly rising for years, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Medical 
experts are still trying to understand the potential risks 
tied to vaping. Most agree that it’s safer than smoking 
traditional cigarettes, but little is known about long-
term effects. Some students say that it’s better to be 
vaping than using cigarettes or other drugs. In the HSE 
district if students are caught vaping in school, their 
consequence, are either getting suspended for a given 
amount of time and or if the situation is worse there 
might have to be higher officials involved. While the 
hype surrounding Juul (a type of e-cigarette that uses 
nicotine salts that exist in leaf-based tobacco) might 
die down, adults don’t think that vaping will go away 
anytime soon.

              Photo: shutterstock.com
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What Service 
Day Meant to 
FJH
By: Marissa Boling

 Service Day at FJH is a great way to help others! 
FJH students were able to help others around Fishers.  We 
were able to learn what it was like to help someone and 
how it felt to do something good for others.  FJH staff 
and students were all very excited to be able to do a good 
thing for the ones that needed it.  May people were happy 
because they felt good about themselves.  Service Day is a 
great way to help many in need.  It is also a great opportu-
nity to help others.
 Service Day was a good way to show service 
because there were activities such as cleaning windows, 
painting benches and trash cans, painting bridges, kindness 
rocks, making lunches and helping with lunch, cleaning the 
cafeteria, friendship bracelets, making blankets for Riley, 
and planting trees. These were just a few of the Service 
Day projects that FJH students did on Service Day. We had 
many activities for students to help others. Teachers picked 
their act of service, and they all had a small group of stu-
dents to help.
 The Service Day project I did was make lunches. 
I also helped with cleaning the cafeteria. My group was 
cleaning the gum off from under the tables. We also wiped 
the tables and chairs down for the lunch ladies and custodi-
ans. I enjoyed my Service Day project because I was mak-
ing a difference by helping the lunch ladies and custodians 
in the cafeteria. I know that cleaning the cafeteria doesn’t 
sound fun, but it was a good thing to do. All of the Service 
Day projects were a good way to help around Fishers.
 All of these service projects are a great way to help 
others. It is also a good way to makesomeones day. Helping 
others can let you understand how helping others can make 
a difference. It can also teach others to do the same. Inspir-
ing others can also make a big difference to others because 
it can change the way others think about helping others. 
Doing service can really help Fishers by helping the people 
in need.

Video Games & 
Social Media af-
fecting Students
By Anthony Vargas-Pliego

 Video games are making teens socially isolated. 
Teenagers who play too much video games are less likely 
to indulge in extracurricular activities like reading, writing 
and participating in sports. Psychologists say that chil-
dren who play violent video games are affected by violent 
thoughts and feelings after playing. Some examples of neg-
ative impacts are increase in emotional disorder symptoms, 
increase in behavioral disorder symptoms, declines in ver-
bal memory performance, stomache complaints, attention 
problems such as hyperactivity, ADD or ADHD detrimental 
school performance, and family interaction problems such 
as less positive parental relations. 
 Video games are not the only thing that are affect-
ing teenagers these days; it is social media.  About 81% 
of teenagers use social media. The more we use social 
media, the less happy we seem to be. One study found that 
Facebook use was linked to both less moment-to-moment 
happiness and less life satisfaction. The authors suggest this 
may have to do with the fact that Facebook conjures up a 
perception of social isolation, in a way that other solitary 
activities don’t. “On the surface,” the authors write, “Face-
book provides an invaluable resource for fulfilling such 
needs by allowing people to instantly connect. Rather than 
enhancing well-being, as frequent interactions with sup-
portive ‘offline’ social networks powerfully do, the current 
findings demonstrate that interacting with Facebook may 
predict the opposite result for young adults—it may under-
mine it” (https://journals.plos.org).
 Most teenagers these days use up to 9 hours of their 
day using entertainment/ social media such as Snapchat, 
Instagram, Twitter, and Facebook. Social media is currently 
the “next big thing for teenagers”.
 Most adults these days would say that social media 
is just a thing that waste your time and should not be pop-
ular to teens. Instead,they should be taking and using their 
time doing homework. In the other hand, some adults like 
spending their time using social media during their free 
time or on their breaks at work.



31

Wrestling for FJH

By Salehen Amin 

 Are you insteresting in wrestling? If so, plan on 
15 matches per season and practices every week,  3 – 5 
pm Tuesday – Thursday. Practice and tournaments started 
in November and end in March. New skills are taught and 
you battle against other schools. 

Let the training begin 
 First wrestlers get out the mats and lay them 
across the gym floor. After that wrestlers change to what-
ever they want to wear for practice. Once they do that, 
they get into a circle and listen to the coach.  The coaches 
will teach them a new skill to try. The coaches show step 
by step of what to do. Once the coach is done, then wres-
tlers ask questions if they are confused or need to see how 
to do the steps again. After that, everyone gets a partner 
and practices the move; they go over and over to take 
turns of the skill they have to do. When the coach says 
stop, then it’s for a new lesson to be learned. If no one 
pays any attention then the rest of the team will have to 
do 25 push-ups because everyone is a team. If it happens 
again then they have to do 50 push ups. It will keep going 
until they pay attention. Once the new skill is practiced, 
there will be a free wrestle period so that you and your 
partner can go over all skills. At the end of practice, 
everyone rolls the mats and changes back to their normal 
clothes. 

How tournaments works:
 When it comes to tournaments, the wrestlers usu-
ally change after going on the bus to take the ride to their 
opponent’s school. Once they arrive, warm-ups begin. 
Next, the manger lines up the wrestlers from first to last to 

start the match. Once the wrestler meets their opponent in 
the center, they shake hands before the match starts. When 
the match is over, the wrestler who has the most points is 
the winner of the match. They do this so that they can an-
nounced who the winner is and what school is the winner. 
To know which team wins the tournament, the wrestlers put 
a color wristbands on their leg and the coaches sees who 
gets the point and whoever wins gets their hand up either 
on the left or right side. 
 Once the match is over, the wrestlers go in a line 
to high five, shake, and fist bump their opponent for a good 
game and respect. 

Teacher Drought 
By: Elizabeth Erickson 
 Have you ever realized that there was a teacher 
shortage in Indiana?  Right now schools are being affected 
by this every day. If you don’t have teachers who is go-
ing to teach the students? Schools will have to make cuts 
to some of your favorite classes. Currently, shortages are 
mainly affecting urban schools, but anyone could be affect-
ed by it. Many schools have already had to make changes 
to adapt to the shortage. 

 Since the shortage began, schools have had to cut 
classes, and the remaining teachers have to endure budget 
cuts. One of the main causes of the the teacher shortage is 
the amount of pay they get. The amount a teacher gets paid 
has not kept up with other professional positions. Some 
people argue that teachers are paid 5% less then what they 
were paid in 2009.   Indiana is only one of the states that 
has this problem. Some of the other states with compari-
sons are Illinois, which in 2016-2017 teachers made over 
$60,000 every annual salary, but in Indiana teachers only 
make little over $50,000 every annual salary. 

 At Fishers Jr. High your class choices could drop 
from 20 to 8. Say bye bye to art, music, wellness, and many 
more of your favorite classes. This problem will affect the 
students and the school. Also, field trips are not common 
anymore among most schools even if it is a Jr High. The 
growing problem that you maybe haven’t even noticed is 
happening right in your backyard. You will soon feel the 
affects everywhere. Lots of you that have noticed how 
the parents are starting to pay for the trips more and other 
items. Anyone in band, NJHS, Orchestra, or Choir want to 
lose the Kings Island trip at the end of the year? 

 No one wants to have budget cuts at the school 
they go to. It may not have hit us yet, and maybe it won’t, 
but we need to try to help before it does. Maybe you could 
try to make a stand and help get more teachers out there. 
Maybe you should look into becoming a teacher. 

Wrestling uniform and logo          Photo: Anthony Vargas-Pliego
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By Aiden Johnson 

Q.- How am I supposed to find my way around the school? 
A.- There is a map of the building layout right next to the library, 
which is in the middle of the building, if you ever get lost, go find 
the end of the school, then go towards the middle. 

Q.- What are good times to arrive to my next class so I’m not 
late? 
A.- One way to make sure your not late is to go straight to that 
class, but an alternative is to stop 1 second for every 2 seconds 
you have walked, giving you time to get a drink of water or talk 
to a friend while still making it to class on time. 

Q.- How do I make sure to keep my folder clean? 
A.- Put all the stuff your teachers says to keep on one side, and 
every other paper on the other, then dump out the unneeded pa-
pers after every school week. (Also have a folder for every class.) 

Q.- How do I not choke during a project I have to present to 
my class? 
A.- Imagine that instead of doing the final project in front of your 
class, your doing the project for practice in front of your friends 
of family. (Also take deep 3 breaths before starting) 

Q.- How do I stop people from messing with my locker? 
A.- You really can’t, just make sure you don’t give anyone your 
passcode, and don’t set your locker (you set your locker by put-
ting an object in between the combination and the tab you pull up 
on) and you should be fine. 

Q.- What should I do when it comes to studying for a test. 
A.- Just try to remember the material by connecting similarities to 
what you find fun or interesting. 

Q.- What should I do to better manage my time? 
A.- What usually works for most students is to get home and take 
an hour break, then start your homework by 4:00. 

Q.- What is there to do after school? 
A.- There are tons of clubs to join, from academics to sports to 
hobby clubs. Each with something for you, so try and see which 
one stands out to you. 

YOU GOT QUESTIONS?

Photo: Mrs. Kokoska
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Q.- What should I do if I run out of school supplies and can’t go to the store? 
A.- Try going to the schools bookstore, you can get school supplies there for less than a dollar. 

Q.- What happens if I miss a day of school? 
A.- The next day you return you will get your work and will have one day to make it up, (or more 
depending on how many days you’ve missed). 

Q.- How do I keep track of all of my class assignments? 
A.- Try keeping a school journal to write down all of your homework assignments on as a remind-
er (as well as when there due). 

Q.- Are there any extra credit opportunities? 
A.- It changes for every teacher, but most offer at least one peace of extra credit every nine weeks, 
but it doesn’t hurt to ask. 

Q.- Is there any way to get all my homework done at school? 
A.- Well, The obvious answer would be BEST, but another alternative would be to work on it 
during lunch. 

Q.- What is the purpose of exploratory classes? 
A.- The purpose of exploratory classes is to give you (a little) choice on what you want learn 
about.

Q.- What is the late homework policy? 
A.- You get a chunk of the grade taken off, but your still able to turn it in (if you hurry at least.) 

Q.- What is the policy on phones? 
A.- Most classes you can have them out on your desk or in your pencil pouch or binder, but your 
not really allowed to check your phone unless during passing periods. (Make sure the phones on 
silent.) 

Q.- Where do I go to get my iPad fixed or debugged? 
A.- Try the library, they can tell you what happened to your iPad; they can also get your iPad to 
the tech guy if needed. 

Q.- What is the school lunch policy? 
A.- The school supplies you a meal for $3.20, and any extra cost anywhere from $0.50 to $1.25, 
you either give them the money up front, or add it to your account online. 

Q.- What are your tutoring options? 
A.- You’re able to meet with the teachers before school, and able to set up meeting after school. 

Q.- What is the best way to meet new people? 
A.- The best way to meet new people would be to join one of the many clubs featured after 
school, or just start a conversation with a nearby neighbor. As well as remember to have fun. 

I’VE GOT ANSWERS!

Photo: Mrs. Kokoska
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FJH Welcome Page Review
By Ashley Grimpe 

 When I see an advertisement of a school, I want to be convinced to attend. 
I want to be immersed in the learning environment and be able to picture myself 
being taught there. My parents want feel comfortable sending me to that school 
everyday. I should be able to get a sense of familiarity by reading about that school. 
The Fishers Junior High School website’s welcomes page demonstrates a perfect 
example of an immersive ad. The advertisement is in the form of a letter written by 
the school’s principal, Crystal Thorpe.  
 The letter she writes advertises Fishers Junior High School and the website. 
It was addressed to the visitors of the school, or the parents and the students that 
are planning to attend. It begins with useful information, such as the district and 
where the school feeds into. Essentially, the letter includes information about the 
goals for their students, values and morals for the students and staff, the courses of-
fered, the events, and the major achievements awarded to the school.  Mrs. Thorpe 
addresses the hard-working staff and the environment that they plan to build for all 
students.  
 This advertisement is effective. It attracts attention by using an authority 
figure, or the principal, as the photo. Interest is aroused by promising many options 
for electives, new friendships, extra-curricular and co-curricular activities, and 
the many awards won by the school. This appeals to all types of students that look 
for different values in a school. Desire is created through all of the adjectives that 
appeal to the parents and students. These include words such as: safe, nurturing, 
diverse, successful, or amazing. Also, a catchy anagram (using the word P.R.I.D.E) 
is used to demonstrate the school’s morals, so it appeals more to the students and 
makes them remember the school better. Finally, this article calls to action by 
saying, “please take time and explore our website.” It is asking for people to con-
tinue on in the website and read more about the school. All four of the advertising 
fundamentals are applied, therefore making it a functioning advertisement. The 
reason I didn’t give this letter a perfect rating is because it is difficult to access on 
the website. Once you open the website, you have to click into the title“Welcome 
to Our School,” which can be difficult to find for people that are less experienced 
in technology. My rating is nearly perfect, however, because this is a small trouble 
that only exists in specific scenarios. 
 In conclusion, this “ad” is very affective. It gives useful information for 
parents to make a decision, it’s straight to the point, and fulfills the requirements of 
an ad. If I could change one thing, I would make the website open up to the wel-
come page automatically so that the advertisement has the opportunity to do its job. 
That way, people will know if they want to continue on in the website and know if 
the school is worth it. Overall, using a letter to format the ad is an effective way to 
display information and create a subtle advertisement for the school.  The informa-
tion is accurate and easy to read, so I would rate this as a four out of five. 
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Our School
By Saran Kaba 

 Fishers Junior High School is a great place to get 
the best education before going to high school. Still, FJH 
has its ups and downs. One of the ups is that it’s one of the 
best schools to enroll your child because of the high level 
of academic achievement and student/staff involvement. 
One of the downs is that most of the teachers assign too 
much homework in a day and don’t realize that kids have 
other activities to do after school. FJH has a great selection 
of teachers with a few that are not the best. Overall the 
teachers are the best. The teachers always have great life 
lessons to teach that also help us learn from their mistakes 
which is a bonus.
  In my opinion the school’s lunch food is not the 
best. I strongly feel it can be better, but the lunch ladies are 
the greatest always having a friendly smile on their faces 
and staying positive. The lunch room is very loud, so I 
would recommend that if you are going to eat in the lunch 
room that you bring a pair of headphones. That should 
solve that problem. Also, I like how when your table is 
waiting to get called up to get lunches and over 60 people 
also waiting, you would think it would take a long time, but 
the waiting period is not that long at all. I would rate the 
lunch room experience a 4/5 because sometimes the floors 
are not the cleanest.
 FJH’s teachers and staff are great. Most of the 
teachers and staff are amazing and always have something 
encouraging to say to their students. Just a small percentage 
of them are not the nicest, not that you might hate them, 
just that you might not get along with them. I don’t like 
how teachers give us tardy’s if we’re late to class. I rate the 
teachers and staff a 3/5.
 Last but not least, the students are the best. All of 
the students at FJH get along very well with each other. I 
love how fast it is to make friends at FJH. It’s incredible 
how there’s so many students that would love to be friends 
with you. To be honest, I feel like the students are the main 
part of the school and without the students there would be 
no school. Every student at FJH has a very different person-
ality, which is great! However, some students interact then 
others sometimes making it a bit harder for other people to 
interact with them.  I would give FJH students a 4\5
 Overall, I would give Fishers Junior High School 
a 4/5. The reasoning for this rating is that I feel as if FJH 
could do a better job on less homework and the way the 
teachers teach in their classes.

Veterans Day 
Program: 
A Review

By Marissa Balog

 Here at Fishers Junior High we have many ac-
tivities and programs. On Friday, November 9, we had a 
Veterans Day program. It was a short and simple program. 
The whole school attended the program, and veterans were 
invited by the teachers and students at FJH. 

The Veterans Day program was a beautiful service 
dedicated to the brave men

and women that represent our armed forces, both past 
and present veterans. There was an orchestra, band, and a 
choir.  We had many veterans come for our program from 
all branches of the armed services, including the Army, 
Marines, Coast Guard and Navy. We did the pledge of alle-
giance and the star spangled banner we also had a moment 
of silence. The band played a song while we acknowledged 
the veterans. There were many tears for many people. The 
service was very peaceful and graceful. The band and or-
chestra played beautiful songs. And the choir played a song 
written by the choir teacher, Mrs. Baney. Mrs. Baney’s dad 
was a veteran and she wrote that song for him.

The Veterans Day program was a way to represent 
the veterans that have

risked their life’ for the country and still support their fam-
ilies. It was peaceful and graceful. I think that we should 
do this program every year. I think that every school should 
do a small veterans program because it lets students and 
teachers at our school invite veterans in their own family to 
see our program. I feel that the program was very short and 
it should be longer. I think there should be some readings 
from students, teachers, and veterans. The choir, orchestra, 
and band could all have an equal amount of songs they sing 
and play. 

The Veterans Day program was a great program. It 
represents all veterans and all they

have done. The program made many people happy be-
cause veterans on their family were being recognized. The 
program made me feel proud to be a student at FJHand an 
American. The program made me feel that Veterans Day is 
an important day to many people. 
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Is School Lunch 
Cruel? 

By Ashwin Sandhu

 Everyday students eat lunch provided by the 
cafeteria staff, or they bring their lunch from home. 
Everyday there is a different type of lunch. There are 
a total of fifteen lunches, five different lunches each 
week for three weeks. Lunch options include all the 
hot lunches, salads, wraps, peanut butter jelly sand-
wiches, and different variety of snacks. Usually there 
are two hot lunch options each day. 
 In week one the hot lunch options include ta-
cos, breaded chicken sandwich, pizza calzone, chicken 
Parmesan sandwich, country baked steak, southwest 
chicken salad, chicken biscuit, grilled cheese, spaghet-
ti and meatballs, and cheesy breadsticks with marina 
sauce. Week two hot lunches include: chicken smack-
ers, pepperoni pizza, French toast, chicken quesadilla, 
chicken noodles, cheeseburger, taco triangles, meatball 
sub, fish bites with Mac and cheese, and hot ham and 
cheese sliders. Week three of hot lunches include: 
pasta bake, boneless wings, cheese crunchers, pan-
cakes with omelet and bacon, orange chicken with 
rice, cheeseburger, Italian flatbread sandwich with 
fries, pulled barbecue chicken nachos, spicy chicken 
sandwich, and cheese pizza. If students don’t want hot 
lunches then they can choose a salad or a wrap. Each 
main entrée you get, you can get any amount of snacks 
in which you prefer.
 There are a lot of options for what type of 
food you want, but the food is not that tasty. There 
are a couple items that I like on the menu. Most of 
the time I prefer to get a salad or wrap. I am too lazy 
in the morning to pack my lunch. I have realized that 
most of the hot lunch options have no salt in them, so 
instead of a seasoned taco, you are going to get a taco 
with flavorless meat. The breaded chicken sandwich 
does not have quality chicken, the steak is chewy, the 
biscuit is all crumbly, cheeses is oozing all out of the 
grilled cheese sandwich, the spaghetti has no taste, 
the quesadilla has no taste, the chicken noodles are all 
mushy, the meatball sub has too much sauce, the fish 

bites are all smushed, the Mac and cheese is too thick, 
and the pancakes have too much syrup. 
 Some of the hot lunches that the cafeteria 
gives us is actually pretty good. For example, the taco 
triangles are amazing, the pizza tastes excellent, and 
the spicy chicken sandwich is the only meal that has 
a ton of spicy flavor on it. While there are some good 
items on the menu, most of the choices are not good. 
I know that some students pack there lunch when the 
hot lunch is terrible but get a hot lunch when there’s 
food like taco triangles or spicy chicken sandwich. I 
would say that most of the students in Lunch B, pack 
their lunch from home or get salads or wraps provided 
by the cafeteria. 
 While the hot lunch is not good most of the 
time, the cafeteria staff and the school can still provide 
students with above average food. This can be done 
by spending a little bit more money on buying flavor-
ful food and ingredients. Think about it, students are 
very hungry leading up to lunch because the last time 
they ate, was between 6:00 and 7:00. The students are 
hoping for some good food but all they get is average 
food. So in this student’s opinion, stick to the salads 
and wraps unless it is taco triangles, pizza, or spicy 
chicken sandwich!!

Photo: Heartland.time.com
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“MUSICAL” to My Ears
By Elizabeth Erickson
 When the pirate ship came on stage, and the actors started to sing I could not look away. The singing was amaz-
ing, and the plot grabbed me. The actors were amazing, and their lines went along perfectly with the story. It was my first 
time seeing a FJH play or musical. You could feel the characters emotions and excitement. To me the whole thing was a 
beautiful performance that could last forever.  There were very few things in the play that caught my attention as a 
problem, but no play or song is perfect. When the pirates danced you could not help but laugh, and the ship was a clever 
way to enter the stage. I loved the whole thing no matter what others thought, even if a expert would tell me all the things 
wrong with it, I would still enjoy it. The reasons are simple, the voices and characters were very well expressed from there 
emotions to their design, If there where any mess ups you couldn’t even tell it always seemed on point. It was all creative 
and the sets and transitions where complete and fast for a play like this of course.  
 When the pirate ship came on stage and you could see the pirates, you could not help but delight at some of the 
dancing and how the pirates and other characters reacted to things. The acting was great along with the songs; it was a 
amazing performance of feels. If they forgot their lines, you couldn’t even tell. Their words and lines where smooth with 
the story and easily matched up. This allowed you understand what was happening and enjoy it more. I may not be a ex-
pert on plays and singing but from my experience and what I heard, it was amazing. 
 The different settings expressed the story, and they looked unique and great every time they switched. Even if It 
took a lot of time to switch, of course I understand; no one can do it by hand and still get it done really fast. The different 
lighting and props completed the settings beautifully, and it helps the play move forward. The settings always looked like 
they did a great job and put a lot of work into it. For being a Jr High play the sets were great. I enjoyed watching the char-
acters sing in the different settings of the story like the pirate ship or the grave yard. All of it was cleverly made so that is 
was easy to perform on the stage. They did a amazing job on the sets and more. 
 The sets and characters performance where not the only good things about the play. I personally have never seen 
the actually play The Pirates of Penzance. The plot was great in my own experience of the play even if parts were choppy 
a point it was a interesting story. It was suttle and yet exciting.  It is the story of love, duty, and more; it was surely a great 
plot line. I enjoyed it and so did many others. 
 Overall, I think they did a pretty good job. They had a great plot line, and the emotions felt real. The sets looked 
great. I think this was a amazing and enjoyable thing to see. I couldn’t even tell some of the mistakes. I think for a Jr high 
play, it was great. I thought it was very eye grabbing. I completely recommend going to more plays and after school activ-
ities. I will definitely want to maybe try to take a look at other things. I also recommend that people should try to partici-
pate in one of these productions and see if it is for you. I really enjoyed the amazing play the Pirates of Penzance and all 
the sets, characters, and plot.

Photo: Vectorstock.com
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School iPads... Take Them or 
Leave Them?
By Audrey Mohr

 Students kindergarten through eighth grade use iPads almost daily. With iPads, students have more opportunities 
to excel in school and in their communities. Students use iPads for about almost everything. Some use it for homework, 
for essays, even for reading. I myself am using one of the schools iPads to type this article. Some iPads have the ability 
for game playing, others are strictly for school usage only. Students do research, PowerPoints, and so much more on their 
iPads. Whole projects are placed on students iPads. 

But how useful are iPads? We all know they have their perks, but they also have their cons. School iPads do allow 
to find things online, but are those things always good? Sure, iPads help find useful websites for research and so on, but 
not all the websites are good. The school’s firewall can only filter so much. Plus, there is always away around anything. 
How long till the school’s iPads become tools for pain, and not so much education?

I, personally, do not care for the school iPads. I have many reasons for this disliking. First, the iPads open a world 
of pornography, abuse, sexual harassment, and many other things. Second, some iPads are glitchy and hardly even work, 
while others are in perfect condition and work perfectly. These iPads are given out at random, and most kids are fine with 
their iPads. However, what about the kids stuck with the crap iPads? Does their education matter less then the other kids, 
so they get the worse iPads? Lastly, kids have become addicted to technology, and the introduction to technology in the 
form of iPads at such a young age is not good for children whose parents are trying to stop the addiction to technology 
from infecting their children.

Kids are sweet. They are kind. Yet that naiveness can be washed away with a click of a mouse, or a press of a 
button. iPads can be very helpful and allow a world of discovery, but what kids discover sometimes is not always good. 
iPads help open a world of pornography, abuse, depression, sexual harassment, cyberbullying, and loads of other things. 
At least at Fishers Junior High, we have a firewall to help filter the websites that the kids can use and see at school. Still, 
the firewall does have its flaws. Plus, kids have figured out ways to bypass the security. The Dark Web is hidden behind a 
veil that many kids have found themselves stepping behind.

Another reason for my dislike of the school iPads is the unequal pass-out of the iPads. Some iPads are in perfect 
shape and are totally useful in the school environment. Conversely, there are some school iPads that are glitchy and buggy, 
and they are more of a burden then a tool in school. These iPads are passed out at random, and loads of kids are handed 
the unhelpful iPads, and stuck with them for the entire school year. If all the iPads were in equal condition, then they 
might be more bearable. 
 Finally, I dislike school iPads because they are setting kids up with technology and games far sooner than they 
should be. Kids nowadays have become addicted to their devices, and letting kids get have the technology is not good 
for kids, for either their physical or mental health.  According to savvycyberkids.org, “92% of teens are online daily—
including 24% who are ‘almost constantly’ online.” Cnn.com also says, “According to recent research from dscout.com, 
people tap, swipe, and click an average of 2,617 times per day. For the top 10 percent of users, this number doubled to 
5,427 touches per day. That’s about 1 million touches per year and 2.42 hours of phone screen time per day. More serious 
users interacted with their phones even more, at 3.75 hours per day.” This is a scary statistic, one that is rising with the 
entrance of technology into the school environment.

“6% of people said that their relationships suffered as a result of too much time spent online.8%. That’s the 
percentage of people who say that they use the internet as a way to escape from their problems,” says brandongaille.
com. They also the percentage of people who say that they feel like they are addicted to the internet is 61%. Only 39% 
of people say that they’d be able to quit using the internet today if they wanted to do so. This survey was probably even 
taken by adults, how do you think the generation that we are living in now is, with the early introduction to technology? 

I do not like the school’s iPads. I know that they bring a lot of good things to the school environment, but they 
also bring a lot of negatives to the table. They allow a world of pornography and abuse, as well as the unfair passing out of 
iPads, and the early mental health problems it brings.
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The Way We Word 
By Kahlan Snellenberger

Word is a developed document creator made by Microsoft in 1983. It’s a quick download for both desk-
top or tablet. Word has shown that it can be very reliable, therefore it has been used by numerous universities 
and grade schools. 

 Although the app on a tablet may be difficult to use at times, it provides many features that the desktop 
does not. The app is a quick way to edit your paper without having to scroll through numerous applications. 
Such as, drawing or adding cosmetics to your paper. This includes the ability to include different types of add-
ins.  It also provides columns, mobile view, and a printout layout. The mobile view helps you see your docu-
ment easier and access it better from a different view. The print out layout helps you examine your document by 
how it will be placed on your sheet once it is printed. You also don’t have to go through the trouble on the com-
puter of having to press on multiple tabs to get to a print off layout and not being able to edit it without having 
to exit it. Most people don’t notice these tiny things, but they are there and very easy to use. Word not only has 
these easy, quick, reliable features but also more. These include rulers and various learning tools to make sure 
your paper turns out perfect and still easy to control. You might find yourself wanting the tablet app more, but 
the desktop also has some features that may take you by surprise.

The desktop version also has many features that the tablet does not provide. The computer provides 
more than a hundred fonts and you can access several of Microsoft apps from the online software. These apps 
consist of the power point creator, Outlook, OneDrive, Excel, One Note, Teams, Share Point, and Sway.  It also 
includes a format painter and a navigation pane. The navigation page helps search for things in your paper/
document. Like the tablet word app, the online word contains numerous viewing tabs. Such as the reading view 
which displays how the paper/ document would present itself as if it was being displayed to others. The desktop 
version, along with the other view, has an editing view. This is the view you get when creating a paper or doc-
ument. It provides all the necessary tools to create a paper or document. Next to the views, there is an immerse 
reader tab for those who would like to go over their paper or document by listening to someone else saying it.

 The desktop version has more cosmetic features, like adding outlines and more. The desktop version 
also does not need any Wi-Fi, although the tablet does. The desktop is free unlike the tablet version that must be 
paid for. Many people find this surprising because most aren’t paying for Microsoft, however most universities 
and grade schools do pay for students Microsoft accounts.

The tablet and desktop version are both different in several ways, but most people find the app easier 
because they don’t have to go on a hunt for a computer. This is because most schools provide tablet (payed for) 
for the students and they can create an account and upload and email documents and papers to teachers whenev-
er they need to.

The tablet and desktop version are both reliable, easy, and safe. If there was a star rating it would be a 4 
out of five. This is because the tablet version can be difficult to use at times. This is also because at some points 
in group projects. There can be some difficulties in the downloading and recovering process of the document or 
paper.
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Library Book Review: Paper Towns
By Lauren Hobson

 Are you looking for a good book to read over Winter 
Break? Maybe something to cure your boredom. If that’s the 
case, I suggest reading Paper Towns by John Green. This is a 
great book to read in your free time! It’s a nice book if you 
want something easy to read but also have a decent amount 
of free time. Out of all of John Green’s work, Paper Towns is 
probably my favorite book of his. Paper Towns can be found 
in the Fishers Junior High Library. 
 Paper Towns is about a boy named Quentin Jacob-
son and his love for a girl named Margo Roth Spiegelman. 
This book takes place in Florida around Quentin and Mar-
go’s town. As stated previously, Quentin has been in love 
with Margo for all of his life. The only problem is, they 
grew apart when they were younger, and now don’t talk to 
each other in their high school. Everything changed when 
Margo showed up on Quentin’s doorstep one night saying 
they were going to take a drive. Margo took Quentin on a 
trip around their town with Margo getting revenge on people 
who have wronged her. After their adventure, which took them 
all throughout the night, Margo disappeared. Paper Towns 
is split into two parts. The first part is about Quentin’s life, 
being friends with Margo when he was younger, and Margo 
and Quentin’s drive at night while the second part is about 
Quentin’s search for Margo. After Margo disappeared, Quentin 
was worried but not too worried. This is because when Margo 
was younger, she used to run away quite a lot, so he assumed that she would come back. When Margo didn’t come back, 
Margo’s parents got a detective to come find her, but the detective couldn’t track her down. Quentin and his friends began 
to look for her and soon found clues. At the end of the book, Quentin was able to find Margo, but she didn’t come back 
home.
 Looking back over the book, I would rate it a 4/5. This book was very well written, and the ending was very dif-
ferent from what I expected. I didn’t rate Paper Towns a 5/5 because it seemed somewhat unoriginal. The ending was nice, 
with it not being a typical “boy gets the girl” ending, but there were many cliché parts throughout the book. For example, 
the characters were not that well made. John Green tends to make the same kind of characters, with a nerdy boy falling for 
a girl with some trait that makes her unique. There’s also the main character’s friends, who don’t have anything that makes 
them that interesting. As stated previously, I really liked the ending of the book. Since Paper Towns has some not-so-orig-
inal themes found many times in the book, I expected the ending to be happy with Quentin winning over Margo. The 
book ended differently than what I expected with Margo not coming back home with Quentin, and her not ending up with 
him. This made for a great plot twist,because of how desperately Quentin wanted Margo back. Overall, this book was a 
great read. There was a lot of detail and background information put into the book, especially in the part where Margo 
and Quentin went on their night adventure. The only thing I would change if I was writing the book was how Quentin’s 
character was made because of how ordinary the character was for John Green.
 Paper Towns was a pretty good book to read. My favorite part of the book was how there was a lot of background 
information, so you got to really know the characters as you read the book. This book is good for when you have a lot of 
free time on your hands but want something easy to read. I would recommend this book to people who have read books 
by John Green before and enjoyed them because this book is pretty standard for him. Paper Towns can be found in Fishers 
Junior High’s library, and I hope you take the time to read it!

Photo: Time.com
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By Ella Pegg

In the movie National Treasure, a historian 
and code-breaker Ben Gates (Nicolas Cage) has been 
searching his whole life for a rumored treasure dating 
back to the creation of the United States. Joining the 
expedition led by fellow treasure hunters Ian Howe 
(Sean Bean), Gates finds an ice-locked Colonial ship 
in the arctic circle that contains a clue linking the 
treasure to the Declaration of Independence. But when 
Howe betrays him, Gates has to race to get to the doc-
ument ahead of his so-called colleague.

Being the first movie in the National Treasure 
trilogy, this movie has to catch the audience up on 
some of the backgrounds of the characters, so you re-
ally know and understand what is going on throughout 
the movie. I believe this background information re-
ally provides great character development throughout 
the whole movie. I, overall, really enjoyed this movie. 
It was very spontaneous, adventurous, and it always 
kept me at the edge of my seat. 

This movie was very thrilling and mysterious 
while managing to teach its audience some history as 
well. Not all the historical facts in this movie are true, 
but they’re pretty easy to pinpoint. This movie takes 
you all over Washington D.C., to different buildings 
and monuments. Or in transition scenes when you see 
over sots of Washington’s landscapes and the Wash-
ington Monument. Even the scenes underground is 
fairly realistic.  

There were also many plot twists in this movie 
to keep it very interesting all the way through. Some 
twists the audience doesn’t even see coming. 

The duration of this movie is quite long at 
2 hours and 11 minutes. There are some scenes that 
can be very bland and boring that leave you confused 
on why you need to know this. It is also very hard to 
understand when new days start, I find it very unbe-
lievable that this could all happen in 2 days. 

My overall rating of this movie would be 4/5. 
It was very impactful and made me want to go watch 
the next two movies. But with the first one, there is 
some room for improvement.

National Treasure Movie Review

Photo: Amazon.com
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Twenty One Pilots: Making Their 
Own Lane
By Kendall Wannemacher

 Twenty One Pilots: known for their smash hits of 2015 “Stressed Out” and “Ride” from their 4th studio album, 
Blurryface. Recently though, Tyler Joseph and Josh Dun have released their newest album Trench. After giving the album 
a couple listens (maybe a bit more), I have concluded listening to the songs featured on the album is well-worth your time.
 After months spent decoding and reviewing information found on the dmaorg.info site, fans were taken by 
surprise when Tyler Joseph and Josh Dun dropped two singles from new album. On July 11, 2018, Twenty One Pilots 
released “Jumpsuit” and “Nico and the Niners” off of the album they were working on: Trench. “Jumpsuit” opens with 
a powerful bass-guitar riff and booming drums. By the end of the song, Tyler Joseph is screaming the part of the chorus 
with strong instrumentals. The second track released along with “Jumpsuit,” “Nico and the Niners,” opens with plucky 
ukulele and reversed vocals. Joseph then opens with the lyric “East is up,” relating back to the dmaorg.info website. He 
continues by singing, “I’m fearless when I hear this on the low / East is up / I’m careless when I wear my rebel clothes.” 
The song takes us through a musical journey before slowing down into a smooth outro.
 After a month of obsession, the duo thrilled fans by releasing the third single off the album, “Levitate.” The track 
features a seemingly short chorus, (Oh, I know how to levitate up off my feet / And ever since the seventh grade I learned 
to fire-breathe / And though I feed on things that fell / You can learn to levitate with just a little help / Learn to levitate 
with just a little help) and is all rapped. The song doesn’t follow a ‘standard’ format for most professionally produced 
songs, instead starting and ending with the chorus, verses in between. The vocals are short, with a nice highlight of Josh 
Dun’s skills on the drums. Critics claim this song is not “radio-friendly.”
 The next single released, “My Blood,” is the complete opposite of “Levitate” in terms of being radio-friendly. 
The fourth and final single being dropped on August 27, 2018 (though fans were teased with leaks). A pledge to “go with 

Photo: Variety.com
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you” among many other things, this song is a deep commit-
ment to whomever Joseph was thinking of when writing. 
The single features simpler instrumentals than many of 
the songs along the album. The chorus is one of the more 
memorable, with catchy lines. The song is put together in a 
clever way and is important to the album.

Fans finally got to hear the completed album on 
October 5, 2018, released with 14 tracks. The album enters 
with “Jumpsuit” and “Levitate” then a new track, “Morph.” 
“Morph” is a song that battles with subjects such as death 
and faith. In the second verse of the song, Joseph intro-
duces us to Nicholas Bourbaki, an alias for a well-known 
group of 20th century French mathematicians, was told as a 
whole new character by the band. Tyler Joseph stated: “Last 
record, Blurryface was a character that represented insecu-
rity, and the more you learn about those insecurities and the 
more you learn about that character, the more control that 
you can have over things like that in your mental game of 
war. With this record being a continuation of that, one of 
the things that I knew I wanted to do was to figure out Blur-
ryface’s real name, and Blurryface’s real name is Nicholas 
Bourbaki” (musicfeeds.com.au). Themes contained in this 
song are continued through the entire album and world the 
band created for themselves and fans.
 A less serious-subjected song on the album is 
“Smithereens,” written for Tyler Joseph’s wife, Jenna. It 
has a lighter feel to it, with Joseph declaring his dedica-
tion to Jenna, “For you, I go step to a dude much bigger 
than me.” The playful track leads the next track, “Neon 
Gravestones.” This song deals mostly with suicide, and the 
glorification in the media today. Joseph’s raw and impactful 
lyrics really shine throughout this track. This song states 
outright how mental illness can take over a person, and 
how the media may say that “an earlier grave is an optional 
way,” but this is not truly a solution to the problem. The 
second verse mentions how we only use our words, but 
now, “he is talking action” and that even celebrities have 
struggles, through the lines, “They say, “How could he go 
if he’s got everything? / ‘I’ll mourn for a kid but won’t cry 
for a king.’” Joseph also continues by telling people not to 
mourn him if he goes early with a clear directive to move 
on. In the last verse of the track, Joseph states, “Don’t get 
me wrong, the rise in awareness / Is beating a stigma, that 
no longer scares us.” He continues, that people may use 
the mistake of killing themselves as a “form of a weapon.” 
Tackling this difficult topic without ever naming it is a 
special part of this art. In the last few lines, Joseph tells us 
to “Find your grandparents or someone of age / Pay some 
respects for the path that they paved / To life they were 
dedicated / Now that should be celebrated.” Out of all the 
songs featured across the album, “Neon Gravestones” may 

be the most socially-relevant. This critic says listen if you 
have a chance.
  “Neon Gravestones” then flows into “The 
Hype,” a catchy alternative song that easily gets stuck in 
your head with a break for a short ukulele bridge towards 
the middle section of the song. Following this comes 
“Nico and the Niners,” one of the singles released early.  
The album passes through “Cut My Lip,” a track that 
deals with perseverance and Tyler Joseph’s struggles to 
stay true to himself in a demanding music industry. “Cut 
My Lip” slowly fades out before coming back in with the 
soft, somewhat soothing sound of “Bandito.” Most of the 
lyrics on “Bandito” are slow and repetitive, the chorus 
repeating many times before the bridge, which contains 
a lyric that most people will need to figure out their own 
meaning for. “Sahlo Folina,” something that seems to 
mean nothing, unscrambled, reveals the words “All Ohio 
Fans.”, Both Joseph and Dun are from Columbus, Ohio, 
making this relevant. It can take on many meanings, with 
the band saying, “It’s what we call out in TRENCH when 
we are in need.” It has been interpreted as many things, 
including “enable creativity,” or “enable Fluorine,” refer-
ring to the colors and concept used to write the album.
 After “Bandito,” a rather upbeat and somewhat 
rap and techno song takes the lead. “Pet Cheetah” plays 
as a metaphor for the process of songwriting and writ-
ers block. It’s also being a song that can easily get stuck 
in your head. “Pet Cheetah” finishes in roughly three 
minutes, before leading into “Legend.” “Legend” is a 
tribute to Tyler Joseph’s grandfather, Robert Joseph, after 
his death in March of 2018. The closing track, “Leave 
the City” is one that brings up many emotions. I believe 
this one is more up to the the listener’s interpretation. 
Joseph said that they had intentionally left the song with 
an incomplete feeling, to illustrate how we are still on the 
journey between a place of struggle (Dema) and recovery 
from that struggle and all new struggles that will come 
with that recovery (Trench). 
 With all of this in mind, I would recommend that 
people listen to and read through the lyrics contained on 
this album, even with its minor drawbacks, Trench is a 
phenomenal musical accomplishment by Twenty One 
Pilots.
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The Oculus: A Rift to a Different 
World
By Aiden Johnson

 When it comes to virtual reality tech, one of the first things people think of is the Oculus Rift. Created by Oculus, 
now owned by Facebook. Oculus is the leading product when it comes to VR, and it’s easy to see why. Created in 2012, 
with most of its income coming from a kickstarter campaign, the first module of The Rift was able to sell an outstanding 
2.5 million dollars before being bought by Facebook for an even more outstanding 2 billion dollars. 
 However, the first module was still a little clunky, with a 7 inch display, a resolution of 1280 x 800, 640 x 800 per 
eye, a pixel density of 215 PPI, and a refresh rate of 60 Hz. Not to mention that it was sold for a pricey 300 dollars. Mean-
ing this module gets a 4/10. 
 The next module however fixed a lot of the previous module’s problems, shipping for the second module started 
in July 2014. Some of the key improvements include having a higher resolution (969 x1080 per eye), higher refresh rate, 
a detachable cable, positional tracking, and the removal of the need of the external control box. A tear down of the DK2 
reveals that it incorporates a modified Samsung Galaxy Note 3 smartphone display, including the front panel from the 
device itself. In February 2015, Oculus announced that over 100,000 DK2 units had been shipped up until that point. The 
second version gets a 6/10, and now for the third module. 
 Oculus VR announced on May 6, 2015, that the consumer version of the Rift would start to ship in the first quar-
ter of 2016 with the pre-orders starting on January 6, 2016, at 8 am PST. On January 5, 2016, the day before pre-orders 
went live, in an update posted to the original Kickstarter page, it was announced that all Kickstarter backers who pledged 
for a Rift development kit would get a free Kickstarter edition of the Oculus Rift. On January 6, 2016, pre-orders started, 
at 599.99 dollars. At the same time the shipment date was announced for March 28, 2016. On January 16, 2016, shipping 
dates for new orders of the Rift were delayed until July 2016 due to the sheer number of pre-orders on day number one. 
On March 25, 2016, the first batch of Oculus Rift virtual reality headsets began shipping to consumers. On April 12, 2016, 
customers were notified that their shipments were pushed back due to early component shortage. The dates varied between 
3 and 8 weeks of delay in regards to previous estimates. The consumer version is an improved version of the Crescent Bay 
Prototype, featuring per-eye displays running at 90 Hz with a higher combined resolution than DK2, 360-degree position-
al tracking, integrated audio, a vastly increased positional tracking volume, and a heavy focus on consumer ergonomics 
and aesthetics. The consumer version of the Rift gets a 9/10, amazing audio, able to handle heavy amounts of processing 
power, and very light and comfortable, the one problem is the heavy price tag. But luckily, there is one more version of the 
Rift to go over, the Oculus Go. 
 The Oculus Go is one of the most groundbreaking virtual reality headsets to come out in recent years for a variety 
of reasons, one being that it’s the first Oculus to not have to have cords attached to it. Also, it’s one of the cheaper Ocu-
lus’s to reach the virtual reality market. Another being that unlike any other virtual headsets, (being either the heavy pro-
cessing headsets that use a computer to run, and the sleek, lower priced headsets that run off of your phone as the screen.) 
It doesn’t need a phone, or a computer to run, everything is already built inside. Also, seeing as how it’s not dependent on 
your phone like every other simple mobile virtual reality headset, you don’t need to worry about it competing for space on 
your phone. But the headset does have smartphone-like technical specs. Its screen is a 5.5-inch display with a 2560 x 1440 
resolution (1280 x 1440 per eye). It’s based off of Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 821 processor from 2016, and the $199 base 
model includes 32GB of storage, with a 64GB version selling for $249. These aren’t incredible components, or even up 
to standards with what’s in the latest Android smartphones, but Oculus promises that it’s optimized them especially well 
for VR apps. It’s also replaced the Gear VR’s magnifying glass-like lenses with higher-quality Fresnel lenses, similar to 
those on the Oculus Rift. The headset’s strap guides conceal tiny speakers that direct audio straight into your ears. They 
leak sound much more noticeably than headphones, but unless you’re in a very quiet place or playing very loud noises in 
the background, they’re a pretty functional substitute. There’s also a headphone jack on the side, along with a Micro USB 
instead of the newer and more powerful USB-C charging port. 
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 Some Pros of the Go is that it works without a phone or computer, low-key but super solid hardware, as well as 
a reasonably cheap price. But the bad things include a very limited motion tracking, a pretty iffy app ecosystem, and a 
problem that every virtual reality headset has to deal with, being bulky and silly looking. But for what the Go does, it’s by 
far one of the best virtual reality headsets on the market. The Oculus Go gets a 9/10. Which completes the list of most all 
the Oculus’s line of products. Finally, Oculus, Oculus has been pushing the boundaries of what virtual reality can be and 
how we can use it. As well as having the honor of having “gotten the ball rolling” when it comes virtual reality headsets. 
Meaning Oculus gets the highest score I can give, a 10/10. 

Photo: recode.net

Football in Schools
By AnthonyVargas-Pliego

Benefits of football 
Football is great at helping to maintain a healthy level of endorphins and can make moods more stable. People 
suffering from symptoms of depression and anxiety can often use exercise to help improve symptoms and natu-
rally lift dark moods. Football also promotes social integration, which also adds its own feel-good factor. Since 
football always keeps you active and moving, this adds great benefits to engage your cardiovascular system, 
increased longevity, as well as reduced susceptibility to heart disease, osteoporosis, diabetes and other chronic 
disease.

Negatives of football
The major disadvantage to playing football is the high risk of injury. Even with every possible safety precaution 
followed, scrapes, bruises, sprains, joint dislocations, broken bones and concussions are all possible on any play 
(even in practice). Although the rules of most leagues at every level make a determined effort to lessen the risk 
of any of these injuries, the physical and often violent nature of the game make it difficult to remove entirely. 
Such injuries can be painful and may require significant time for rehabilitation. School districts should only 
allow this type or sport to be played in high school so that students in lower grades don’t get a brain injury and 
effect how they do in school in the future. 

Either way, football is a good sport if you don’t mind taking the risks.
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DISCLAIMER:
The opinions, beliefs and viewpoints expressed by the various 
authors in this publication do not necessarily reflect the opinions, 
beliefs and viewpoints of Fishers Jr. High (staff or admisitraion) or 
HSE Schools.  The author of each article published in this document 
owns his or her own words.

Better Breaks for Students; 
Good Idea or Bad for 
Business?
By Aiden Johnson

When it comes to getting out of school, most students think of one of the most magical times of 
the entire year: Summer break. However a lot of stress can arise while waiting for that special time of the 
year. This is why we’re supplied breaks every couple of weeks. Yet with all the stress we still feel during 
all that time between breaks (aka school) the question has to be asked, do we need more free time? 

Thanks to a fairly recent study done by edutopia.org, we now have evidence to prove that longer 
breaks would benefit students more than hurt them. This is due to one of the biggest problems students 
face today, stress. Stress has become a very regular problem in today’s schools due to how our education 
system has been set up, which runs on the idea of teaching you things that you don’t have knowledge 
about, instead of improving your knowledge about things your already skilled. One of the major problems 
caused by stress is burnout, which can affect both a students homework and test performances. Other prob-
lems caused by stress are social withdrawals due to huge amounts of homework, poor diets, poor exercise 
routines, and fast food being cheap and easy. As well as in extreme cases leading to depression and anger 
issues. Luckily, almost all these problems could and would be solved if we were able to take a few short 
breaks every once and a while. Studies have shown that time away from something that stresses you and 
letting your brain relax not only reduces stress but also allows your brain to think of a solution by seeing 
the problem in a refreshed, renewed light. 

Due to not having enough time in a school year to lengthen breaks, (as well as the fact that no one 
wants a shorter summer break) an easy solution would be to have several five-minute breaks throughout 
the day for both students and teachers. This would, in theory, help students gather their mind together, 
reduce stress, and ultimately boost both their academic standards as well as improve their social life, 
also their physical and mental health. It also helps teachers recuperate from dealing with talkative, tiring 
students all day. Not to mention the fact that each five-minute break could also serve as a study hall for 
students who don’t need the extra rest time throughout the day. One of the best parts about it is the fact 
that it wouldn’t necessarily make the school day longer, instead just take out BEST. Basically what would 
happen is a BEST would be broken up into segments scattered throughout the day. 

Having several short breaks throughout the day would not only boost academic performance and 
student productivity, it would help stop both poor mental and physical health, as well as reduce stress for 
almost every single student. 
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Affliction of 
Allergies

By: Ella Pegg

Having an allergy is very difficult for most people; 
you always have to avoid certain foods and ask people all 
the time what’s in the food. Sometimes you have to miss 
out on something because of your allergy. I believe at 
school, allergies are not well handled; there isn’t any alter-
native meal options for people with wheat, egg, peanut, etc. 
allergies. If the cafeteria isn’t serving something you can 
eat, and you didn’t or couldn’t bring your lunch to school, 
then you can’t eat that day. Schools can’t expect kids with 
allergies to always have the option to bring their lunch to 
school every day. It can be very frustrating.

There are many different types of allergies and 
not just with food. People can be allergic to almost every-
thing.  Some people just can’t eat certain foods or wear 
special fabrics. Others can’t smell or even be near that food 
without bursting out into hives or their throats closing up. I 
do feel that schools just assume you can’t be near that food 
whatsoever. I remember in elementary school, teachers 
would take the kids that have allergies and stick them at a 
certain table and sometimes there was only one kid there to 
eat all by themselves. Now it seems like schools don’t care 
at all about allergies.  If you have a serious peanut allergy 
and somebody near you is eating a peanut butter sandwich, 
you are the one to decide: do you want to move away and 
sit by yourself, or do you want to have an allergic reaction 
and have to go to the nurse or the hospital? Sitting by your-
self can be embarrassing for you and your friends if they 
find out why you aren’t sitting with them. I’m not saying 
schools should go back to the elementary school way of 
putting all the kids with food allergies at one table, but not 
caring at all does seem like a flawed system. 

Students also shouldn’t have to ask every time they 
get food at school, “what’s in the food?” Sometimes stu-
dents can’t bring their lunch to school every single day. So 
school lunches could be a good alternative, but there is al-
ways that mystery of this food could have wheat in it even 
though they have told them it doesn’t. Also, food could 
have been made in a factory that also produces peanuts or 
tree nuts. This is an issue because of cross-contamination. 
There may be a food at lunch that you can eat, but that food 
could have touched another food that you can’t eat. This 
can make students worried every time they eat something at 
school that they’re going to have an allergic reaction. 

Lastly, there are sometimes at school when you 
get rewards for being in the honor roll or certain clubs and 

school functions. When those rewards aren’t something you 
can eat because your allergy, that can be very upsetting. You 
have to refuse a reward that you earned just like everyone 
else.  For those people who have serious enough allergies 
they can’t even be near that food, then they have to miss out 
on the reward completely.

Allergies at school aren’t as easy as they used to 
be. More and more students are becoming allergic to major 
ingredients in foods. It can be hard for school cafeterias to 
come up with lunches for everybody to eat, but a little more 
versatility can go a long way. Students shouldn’t have to feel 
excluded for allergies they can’t control.

Junk Food should 
NOT be Banned

By: Saran Kaba

Have you ever gotten really hungry at school in the 
middle of the day? If so, then bringing or buying junk food 
from school should not be a big issue. School districts and 
junk food vending machines both make a profit by selling 
sodas, cakes, potato chips, and name brand foods. Schools 
restrict students from buying junk food from the vending 
machines that schools provide, and some classes don’t let 
students bring snacks into classrooms.

 I fell like bringing a snack to class shouldn’t be a 
huge problem, although adults have a problem with the fact 
that kids might start gaining weight. On January 18, 2012, 
junk food sales in schools started happening, by the students. 
Schools blamed students that were selling junk food to people 
with obesity. But, that did not make a difference in the kids’ 
overall weight in middle school, according to new studies. 

Researchers found out that there is no weight 
elationship between the middle school students that sell the 
junk food and the ones who buy the products. 

I believe that if a student has the last lunch period they 
should at least be allowed to bring a snack from home. I also 
feel that schools should provide a vending machine around the 
building for students. In the vending machines, schools should 
provide snacks with a variety of healthy foods and junk foods. 

Schools can benefit from students buying the snacks 
and use the profits that could go towards the school. For 
example, the money could go to new equipment or a charity, 
something that will make a difference.

 In conclusion, I still think that students should be 
allowed to bring junk food to school if it’s not a distraction to 
schools. What do you think about not banning junk foods in 
school?
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Give us Liberty 
or Give us Tests
By Ashley Grimpe

Imagine your being told that you have a test 
tomorrow. What’s your reaction? You are probably fine, 
thinking you’ll just study hard tonight and do well tomor-
row. Now imagine that you don’t understand the topic, you 
have testing anxiety, or you have a learning disability. Now, 
what’s your reaction? You would be freaking out. Testing 
is unfair for many students. They don’t really evaluate your 
knowledge and don’t even prepare students for the future. 
I believe that tests should be eliminated from the learning 
environment.

Tests are swayed towards specific students in the 
class or the students that are able to understand information 
easily. Students that have a disability, testing anxiety, or 
that don’t understand the topic may have many issues when 
testing. There are four types of ways to evaluate students. 
With each of them, they usually guide the curriculum. In 
one instance, if the majority of the class passes the test, the 
teacher moves onto the next topic. For students that may 
need extra help, the class will move onto the next subject 
when they don’t understand the topic that they are working 
on. This causes the learning experience to lose all personal-
ization. 

Also, school funding depends on grades and exams, 
so if a large number of students have issues with testing, 
the capability of the school isn’t being fully showcased 
and the funding may decrease. Colleges depend on tests as 
well. Students that are very bright can fail tests and not be 
accepted into colleges, which can harm their future based 
on something that doesn’t necessarily present their skill 
set. Finally, testing is easier for students that can memorize 
things. 

Tests naturally display memory rather than knowl-
edge. A common study method used in classes is through 
Quizlet,  which pulls up definitions and allows you to 
match that to the correct word. Most students memorize 
keywords rather than the entire definition, so when different 
wording is used on the exam students don’t pick up on the 
changes. When people aren’t allowed to use a cheat sheet, 
then it becomes easier to memorize all of the information. 
However, when cheat sheets are allowed, students have 
to memorize what information to write on the sheet. Also, 
when people memorize facts for a test, they will forget 

those facts in the future. 
Finally, testing doesn’t prepare students for the 

future. Adults don’t have to take tests unless it is an IQ test, 
which is not necessary for work. People either know the 
information or they don’t, and in a working scenario they 
would simply get fired for not completing their job. Also, 
people can easily look things up when they need to at any 
time, so life is technically “open note.” Working environ-
ments and even living environments change constantly. It 
would be difficult to have to know one thing at one time, 
which is exactly what a test does. Rather than wasting class 
time on an unnecessary evaluation, students can be taught 
small lessons that prepare them for the future. There are so 
many different jobs that require unique skills that different 
students encompass, and testing only improves one skill in 
specific students. This sets only those kids up for the future 
and leaves the other students with unique skills in the dust.   

Before taking a test, think about your personal 
skill set. Then think about what the test is testing you for. 
Do they match? It would be difficult to have an exam that 
evaluates all students equally. Testing should be eliminated 
from schools because they only test specific skills, evalu-
ate memory instead of knowledge, and don’t showcase a 
work environment. Schools should only use methods that 
improve all students for the future and allow any student to 
decide on a career best suited for them. Schools should be 
personal and give everyone hope for a good future. 

Jackson works on a test in Lab.         Photo: Mrs. Kokoska
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Let’s Get Rid of School Uniforms 
Everywhere
By Ashwin Sandhu

Why do kids have to wear school uniforms? Wearing a uniform for most students is awful. From 1999-2000 to 
2013-2014, the use of school uniforms in public schools increased from 12 percent to 20 percent. 21 percent of schools 
in 2015-2016 required students to wear school uniforms. There is no real benefit in wearing school uniforms. School 
uniforms can be costly, they don’t allow students to have freedom of expression, and uniforms can be uncomfortable and 
boring.
 Uniforms don’t allow freedom of expression. Everybody in school with school uniforms looks the exact same, 
and you can’t really express what you want to look like. Most school uniforms are button-down shirts or a sweater with 
khaki or navy pants. For girls, instead of pants, they wear skirts. In our school, students wear different clothes. One stu-
dent may wear a Nike shirt with some athletic shorts while another student wears some ripped jeans and a nice hoodie. 
Anybody could wear whatever they want and express what they want to look like. With school uniforms, you can’t do 
that. School uniforms also violate the first amendment, which states the freedom of expression. Schools don’t realize that 
the students can’t express themselves freely with uniforms. George Carlin, a famous comedian, stated that, “Don’t these 
schools do enough damage making all these kids think alike, now they have to make them look alike too?” This means 
that students know the same things and wear the same clothes too.

Uniforms can be costly. The average cost of uniforms is $25-$200 per outfit. Pants cost about $5-$50. Skirts cost 
about $5-$35 and tops cost about $3-$35. Some schools require a specific shoe. The shoes cost about $15-$70. School 
uniforms can be a financial problem for many families, and school uniforms can put them into debt. Parents in England 
are going into debt by almost 13% because of their child or children’s uniforms. Since 2015, the percent of cost for 
school uniforms in England has gone up to 7 percent. Schools force parents to buy school uniforms or else the child gets 
in trouble, or in some cases, the parent gets in trouble as well. Family Action, an organization, helps families with paying 
for school uniforms for poorer families. Helen Dent, chief executive of Family Action states, “It can’t be right that going 
back to school breaks the bank for some families. Too many families struggle to make ends meet over the expensive 
summer months in preparation for the summer.” This quote means that the cost of uniforms can be expensive, causing 
families to struggle with financial decisions.

Uniforms can be uncomfortable and bor-
ing to students. Some uniforms can be made from 
cheap and unpleasant fabrics that make you itch 
from the beginning to the end of the day. Uniforms 
can also be poorly designed resulting in discom-
fort. Most uniforms also have no fashion or vibrant 
colors to them. The uniforms are usually plaid and 
consist of dull colors such as beige, dark green, 
navy, or maroon-red. Most students hate how they 
look, and they think that the uniform looks bor-
ing. In our school, people have different clothes 
with vibrant colors and different designs. Since 
uniforms can cause discomfort, it can distract you 
from learning. Overall most students would prefer 
to wear their own choice of clothing instead of 
wearing uncomfortable school uniforms.

      Photo: mahsmiddleandhig.org
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Is There Too Much Pressure on 
Girls to Have ‘Perfect’ Bodies?
By Audrey Mohr

   Imagine if you were a big Meghan Trainor fan. And, when you open up a small, neatly wrapped box for your 
birthday, what do you find inside? Three tickets to her next concert in Banker’s Life Field-house! You wait two weeks, 
then the day of the concert is finally here. You find your seats in the enormous stadium, and finally ,the lights dim, and no 
other than Meghan Trainor herself walks out onto the long runway. “You know I won’t be no stick figure, silicon Barbie 
doll; so if that’s what you’re into then go ahead and move along,” Meghan Trainor belts out during her famed song, All 
About that Bass. 

This song is a push towards a topic Meghan is very passionate about, body positivity. But sadly, even with this 
upbeat song, girls all around the world, even in the HSE School System, struggle with negative self-images and trying to 
obtain the “perfect” body type. This should not be the case. 

There are many reasons why this problem has arisen so fast in the past years. Social media is a big culprit in the 
scheme of things. Social media platforms have a bad habit of showcasing the “perfect” people of the world, and showing 
you how to be like them, whether it would be specific brands to buy or an amount of makeup, the list goes on and on. An-
other one would be today’s society. Society is a group of people with various views and opinions. This society can be very 
judgmental to girls concerning their body image. Based on the media, the society sets unrealistic standards of beauty and 
perfection for women which are unreasonable and unacceptable.

There are many ways in which the pressure young girls face impacts their lives. For one, it lowers confidence and 
self esteem. This is a travesty, girls shouldn’t have low self-esteem during a time of their lives that’s naturally lower than 
the rest of their lives. This also gives girls’ negative self images. Many girls can agree that they have complained about 
their bodies from time to time. I remember, during the musical we held this year, that many girls were self conscious about 
wearing the dresses that the sisters had to wear. Many were saying how “fat” they looked in them and how they would get 
embarrassed at school for that. No girl should have to go through that, ever! This can also lead to depression and other 
mental health problems that could be life threatening. Suicide, according to a survey taken by the Fishers’ Mental Task 
Force, is the seventh leading cause of death in Hamilton County. They also said, out of 178 behavioral health incidents, 
19 of them were girls eleven to twenty. Plus, girls with negative self images can inflict self harm, whether in the form of 
cutting themselves, or going on ridiculous diets that can ultimately harm them for life.

This problem is growing at a very fast rate, faster than ever before. But, what can be done about it? I believe there 
are many things that could be done to slow or even stop this terror. For starters, people need to start being more accepting 
to other people that might be different than them, whether it be size, weight or skin color. No one deserves to be mistreat-
ed because they are unlike someone else. Instead they should celebrate their differences. That’s why promoting positive 
self image is another way to try to stop the perfect body stereotype. You can do this in many ways, whether telling your 
friends you think the are beautiful after they complain about their bodies, or just loving them every single day. One final 
way to stop the pressure would be tell a trusted adult if you or someone you are close to is experience this kind of pres-
sure.

The world is putting to much pressure on girls to have “perfect” bodies. This is a horrific thing and it needs to 
stop. Suicide is the seventh leading cause of death in Hamilton County. The list of deaths will continued to grow if we do 
not stop.

     photo: alibaba.com
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Furious for Field 
Trips
By Kāhlan Snellenberger

There should be more field trips that are cheaper 
and more beneficial for junior highs and high schools. As 
students get past elementary and advance to junior high 
and high school, school gets tougher and field trips show 
up less often and become overpriced.  School feels burden-
some without the freedom to get outside and hang out with 
your classmates and get to know your teachers. It’s time to 
get off the phones and other electronics with overwhelm-
ing tests and enjoy the sun and the cool indoors of historic 
museums and theaters. Students deserve breaks off the hard 
work they do daily/nightly. 

Students can’t just receive their knowledge from 
textbooks and the internet. Students need the chance to 
learn from outside the classroom and find out how much 
they can learn when they are outside of the jailed areas of 
school. Getting rid of the work and crowded areas relieves 
stress and the feeling of being overwhelmed. Instead of 
having their worksheets during the trip, maybe they should 
try to review together of everything they learned and what 
they had done after the trip and fill out a worksheet on it. 
Photographs are also great if teachers want their students to 
learn something from a trip. 

Not only can students gather information from 
around them, but it’s also a better chance to for students to 
become interested in their certain class subject. Doing these 
kinds of things help students become more independent and 
cooperative with the people around them.

Students wake up early and they are only deter-
mined to go to school because they have a test or home-
work to turn in. Maybe it’s also because you can hang out 
with your friends for at least 3-5 minutes during passing 
period. It’s better to be driven by something exciting to 
start a day off. Students are most likely to feel like getting 
up if there is something that is worth the day of work.

Also, students spend too much money trying to get 
an opportunity to go on a field trip. Field trips shouldn’t 
be so expensive that maybe only 30 out of 400 can go. Not 
only is this unfair for those who don’t have the money to go 
but the 30 who may have gone miss a bunch of work they 
had to get done at school. If a student goes on a field trip to 
have fun and relieve stress from school, they don’t want to  

come back to double the amount of work they had the night 
before. Students should be able to pay for a cheap field trip 
that allows friends and teachers to come along and not have 
to make up the work that they had tried to free themselves 
from. If a student pays to go on a trip, they paid to leave 
school and the work it leaves behind, not receive more of it. 

Not only does this benefit students, but teachers as 
well. Teachers get the time to bond with their students and 
learn more about what interests them. This is a learning 
time for the teachers to find out what interests their students 
in an activity and what they might be able to do in class 
that is like what they do on their field trips. This way, no 
student ends up feeling overwhelmed or not a part of school 
and teachers can feel more comfortable with what their 
teaching and can make sure their students understand what 
they are doing. 

  Students should go on a field trip and not feel that 
the bus ride was the best part. Going without a friend on a 
field trip is just like a teacher with no class, there’s no point 
in it. Everyone should be able to go on a field trip that is 
cheaper and beneficial for their education.

Photo: Mrs. Cornett
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Homework On Weekends: Wrong 
for Today’s Students
By Kendall Wannemacher
 
  Every weekend school-children finally get a short break from all the pressures of school, to be surprised again on 
Sunday nights by the dawning realization that they have tons of homework to do. Then, they are taken over by a crip-
pling anxiety of not being able to get their work done in time. Unless that’s just me, which may be so. But, over weekend 
breaks, adding homework to the mix of things scheduled onto children’s calendars is bad news.
  Many studies in the past few years have shown that without breaks, our minds become overworked, and over-
working our brains can lead to dire consequences. To combat this, we are given breaks. Then, for some unexplainable 
reason, the adults in our lives decided to put homework into our “breaks.” It has been proven that people need time to pro-
cess new information after it is learned. Without adequate processing time, the new information doesn’t make it into our 
long-term storage areas in our brains. When awake and free from responsibility, the brain can solidify memories and calm 
overactive nerves. Without these true breaks, adolescent brains start working overdrive trying to process the enormous 
amount of information that we take in every day.
 Taking breaks from time to time has also been proven to make humans more productive overall. When spending 
all week on school work, students become tired and worn out. We all need just a little bit of time just to be with ourselves 
and be alone with our thoughts. When working for long periods of time without breaks, we gradually begin to lose focus 
and our performance suffers. Evidence shows that studying with breaks splattered throughout the session ends up with 
better results than studying without taking breaks.
 I believe that all students would be happier if we could have just the weekends without homework hovering over 
our heads. I, personally have had nights where everything was just too much and I had to stop for my own mental health. 
On weekends and other days with less homework, I am able to take time for myself. Taking these breaks makes me a 
slightly calmer, kinder, more productive, and better human being. It has been shown in multiple studies that students can 
burn out from too much work. Taking on this overworked approach with adequate relaxing or enjoyable activities can help 
to alleviate the stress that leads to the burnout.
 There are vast amounts of research proving that students today are doing more than might be considered healthy. 
There is very little evidence supporting the notion that more homework is helping us learn more, or learn the material in 
a more reliable fashion. In order to retain what we learn, our brains need the proper processing time, and when weekends 
include the looming pile of Sunday night’s homework, it doesn’t allow our brains to really let go of the stress induced by 
being overworked. So, whether a student enjoys time with the arts, sports, community involvement or just quiet time alone 
or with family, this time is paramount to their success in school. We should ensure that weekends are reserved for that 
recreation and relaxation in order to allow our students to fully absorb the materials we are asking them to learn during the 
school day.

Photo: learningliftoff.com 
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Social Media: Does it Cause More 
Harm or Good?

By: Lauren Hobson
 

Social media safety is a growing problem in today’s world. Teenagers are growing up surrounded by technology, 
and are introduced to social media at an early age. Since teens today spend so much time on the internet compared to older 
generations, technology overload presents many dangers to people. To help prevent problems that social media causes, 
there should be a social media safety class. This class should be mandatory  since so many kids have some form of social 
media. Even kids without social media could benefit from this class because it could teach them how to be safe if they get 
social media.

One of the many dangers social media presents is identity theft. This is a very dangerous problem that can happen 
on social media, especially when you don’t know for sure who you are talking to behind a screen. Someone could begin 
messaging you on social media and could trick you into giving away personal information. When giving away personal 
information online, this could lead to many problems, and identity theft is one of them. According to a study done in 2015 
by the Bureau of Justice Statistics, an estimated 17.6 million, or 7 percent, of U.S. residents suffer from identity theft. This 
number could be on the rise with the ever growing popularity of many social media platforms. 

Another thing to worry about with social media is online bullying, also known as. Teenagers often face bullying 
on social media, and it seems to be a growing problem. While older generations had to worry about bullying through 
physical violence or gossiping, online bullying is a big problem with our generation. Messages can be spread with the 
click of a button, and these mean and cruel messages can spread fast. According to bullyingstatistics.org, more than 1 in 
3 teenagers have experienced cyber threats online, which are threats made to a person over the internet. Another statis-
tic found by the website was, “Over 25 percent of adolescents and teens have been bullied repeatedly through their cell 
phones or the internet.” These statistics show that online bullying is a very present problem among teens today.

Social media can also lead to a poor self-esteem. While social media can be used as a way for teenagers to com-
municate with each other, it can lead to many problems. Poor self-esteem is very common among teenagers today, but 
why is it so common? Many teenagers compare themselves to others they see online. 68 percent of adults online edit their 
photos, and some may not tell their followers that the photos have been edited. So, if a teenager was to be online and see 
that, they may wonder why they themselves don’t look that pretty or handsome. Photoshopped photos of people online 
can give people unrealistic looks, and teenagers may get upset when looking at these photos. This can lead to poor self-es-
teem.

Social media safety should be a mandatory class at school. Many dangers come with the rising popularity of so-
cial media, such as identity theft, online bullying, and poor self-esteem. Our generation uses the internet quite a lot, which 
also means lots of social media usage. Since this generation of kids is exposed to social media more than ever before, they 
may not know how to spot red flags on the internet. To help fight these dangers, social media safety classes should be put 
into schools. These classes could help overcome these dangers and make sure kids are safe. 

photo: 3dexport.com
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Many teens experience depression. Soon they may find help at their yearly trip to the doctor.    BODNARCHUK/ISTOCKPHOTO

Depression: A Growing Issue in Teenagers
By Marissa Boling

 Are you a parent of a teen? If so, you may want to pay attention because the statistics are alarming. I am a teenag-
er myself and there have been times where I have been slightly depressed. Many teens today suffer from depression and 
they don’t get the help they need. In my opinion getting the help you need can help teens be happy again. Getting the help 
you need can change your teens’ life.
 Depression is a big thing, and it affects many people. I believe that teens should be happy and they should be able 
to live their life being happy. I also think that teens should be able to have a smile on their face. Depression is everywhere 
and lots of teens suffer from it. Teens have depression because of many things one of those is family issues. These issues 
may be caused by financial stresses, divorce, death, illness, or substances abuse. Another reason for depression is school 
life.  This may stem from bullying and homework. Many students get stressed about schoolwork, like tests and projects. 
Depression doesn’t discriminate. Many people don’t know how to deal with it, so they hide it.
 Depression can lead teens to make bad decisions. Every 100 minutes a teen takes their own life. Suicide is now 
the third-leading cause of death for people ages 15-24. Only 30 percent of teens are being treated for depression. Teens 
should definitely get the help they need so they can live a long happy life. 
 Between 10-15 percent of teens suffer from depression symptoms. Many people hide their symptoms, so people 
don’t see it. They often hide because they don’t want to talk to people about it. 
 Is depression affecting your teenager? And, are you trying to help them? Many
teens don’t talk to their family, friends, or other trusted adults about depression. However they should talk to the people 
they love and trust. Many parents don’t notice depression in their teens. Parents don’t know when their teen is depressed 
because their teen hides it. Teens don’t get help because they may feel embarrassed or uncomfortable about it. About 80 
percent of teens can be treated if they try to find help.

After you have read this article please consider talking to your teen. If you
are a teen you may want to consider talking to a close friend or a trusted adult. If you suffer from depression, you may 
also want to consider talking to a pastor or counselor. Teens that have depression should definitely consider getting the 
help they need, so they can focus on their life. Getting teens the help they need can really help. You could go talk to your 
doctor for help. 
 If you or someone you know is having or had suicidal thoughts, please contact the suicide prevention lifeline at 
1-800-273-8255 or go to suicidepreventionlifeline.org.
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Take a Stand
By Elizabeth Erickson

Students should be the ones to go against gun 
violence at schools. Students are often the victims of the 
gun violence, so shouldn’t we be the ones to make the 
stand! The students who are already fighting against the 
violence in schools have done a lot, maybe even more then 
the government ever has. People seem to forget all about 
the violence until it happens again, which does not help 
the problem. So, who should be the ones to stand up to the 
problem? I believe the students should use their brains for 
this problem, with the adults help added to the mix.

Nowadays violence in schools has become more 
frequent and more dangerous with the rise of guns. The law 
states that you need a license to own a gun, but sometimes 
this license is getting into the wrong hands and causing the 
death of many students. We are the victims of this problem, 
so should we be the one sitting back and letting our friends 
and teachers die for us? No, we need to show people we are 
not going to be the victims of this rising problem! We are 
the ones who should be able to stand up for ourselves. It’s 
like bullying, if the bully won’t stop beating on you and no 
one will stand up for you, then don’t depend on others to 
solve your problem. If you can’t solve your problem as the 
victim, then how can you help others when their victims. 
Students should be able to stand up for themselves.

People are not doing much about this problem. 
There has been very little action toward the use of guns 
in the wrong hands that might want to hurt you or me. 
Why has the government simply shaken it all off and 
walked home happy and unafraid? Parents are sometimes 
afraid to send their kids to school, especially if they live 
in crime-ridden areas. It’s not fair that students have to be 
afraid while powerful people live in comfort at the same 
time. I don’t care if there balancing everything on they’re 
shoulders when students are getting attacked more fre-
quently? Students have done more than the president, how 
is that for the great power figure. So, students are the only 
ones who take charge, so keep it up and leave the people 
who ignore the problem behind.

This problem is happening everywhere, and we 
barely care anymore! As the problem still hovers, we don’t 
seem to do anything that has a long-term effect. We wait 
for something like the shooting in Florida to work against 
it, but then the world forgets it and moves on till the next 
time it happens. Is this safe? With solving a problem, you 
don’t need comfort, so stop forgetting. Students, along with 
teachers, are the only ones who think about it while every-
one else is covering it up with new problems. Well, it’s still 

happening, so have your solutions really worked?
With the constant problem of gun violence against 

schools, the government seems to sometimes abandon us 
until it happens again. Students are the victims and the gov-
ernment is not, this affects how they look at us. We should 
be able to show that we, the students, are not to be messed 
with. We are the victims and the shooters are the bullies. 
But this time, the adults or the government is not there to 
help. So we should be the ones to stand up to it, even if we 
don’t want to. Sometimes you have to stand up for yourself 
because no one else will.

Guns: Not the 
Real Problem 
By Salehen Amin 

  Guns aren’t the real problem. The shooter is 
the real issue because they control the gun and show 
that they don’t care about people. Sometimes, guns 
can protect. When they don’t, it is because of the per-
son that has their hands on the gun. The problem is the 
shooters. 

Shooters can have the power to use the gun to 
cause harm and threaten people. It’s not the guns; it 
is the shooter. They can do anything with it. People 
may say it’s the guns that should be banned, but it’s 
who they are sold too that should be controlled. Guns 
aren’t controlling themselves; it is the shooter that 
controls the gun. “Yes, guns can be dangerous. And 
in the wrong hands, the hands of someone who has a 
nefarious purpose or is careless and fails to respect the 
power of the firearm, or is mentally ill, they are dan-
gerous,” said Michael W. Austin, Ph.D.

Guns are not the reason why there is violence. 
It’s the people; people harm people. Why is there gun 
violence? Usually it stems from negative things that 
have happened in a person’s life, and they want others 
to suffer for it, like bullying. If a bully hurts some-
one else, and they keep targeting that same person, 
then there would be problems. They may get a gun 
and harm themselves or harm the person that harmed 
them. They want revenge and want to get rid of their 
oppressors.

Guns aren’t the reason why there is violence; 
it’s people. People control the guns; guns don’t control 
them.
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LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING TO DO?  
JOIN US!
By Lauren Hobson, Ashwin Sandhu, Salehen Amin

Academic Team: 
Do you enjoy learning and want to test your skills? If so, Academic Team is the perfect 
club for you! Academic Team meets every Tuesday from 3:00-4:30. The club does many 
activities, such as Spell Bowl, Trivia, and much more! The teachers in charge of this club 
are Mrs. Randall and Mr. Sturgeon. Come on down and make new friends! 

Gardening Gang: 
Gardening Gang is a fun after school club for people who enjoy the outdoors. As you can 
tell with the club name, Gardening Gang is for people who like to garden. Sadly, Gar-
dening Gang isn’t active right now because of the colder weather preventing plants from 
growing. Gardening Gang will start again in the spring with sponsor Mr. Baney. Have fun 
planting and making new friends in Gardening Gang! 

Chess Club: 

Every Friday from 3-4pm the chess club meets in Mr Petersen’s room, G111. This club 
teaches students new to chess the rules and moves while more advanced students battle for 
supremecy.  A club tournament will happen February 15th. 

Math Counts: 
Students who have a high passion for math will love MATHCOUNTS. Students are 
challenged with difficult math problrms which include high school and college level math. 
MATHCOUNTS is a national junior high competition with its goal to increase interest in 
mathematics or to get more practice on math problems. MATHCOUNTS practices every 
Thursday after school from 3:00 to 4:15 in Mr. Bakers room. Some students get cut during 
the middle of the season because there can be only ten students in a competition, while 
the other students prepare for the competition later in the season. While the best part of 
MATHCOUNTS is the practices, there are opportunities for competitions for the local, 
chapter, and state areas. 
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FJH Achievements 

By Ashley Grimpe and Anthony Vargas-Pliego 

Fishers Junior High School has had a wonderful past year. Many achievements have been accomplished, and so many 
teachers and students have done great things. In the 2017-2018 school year, this was very clearly demonstrated. Here are 
some of the highlights. 

·	 100% of Mrs. Strole’s 8th grade block passed the math Istep last year and five of them got a pass+.  Mrs. Strole 
is working really hard this year to accomplish or even pass this accomplishment. She has really shown how far a 
teacher can go. 

·	 Mr. Fassold’s We The People class also had some amazing accomplishments. They not only won regionals, but 
they also won state and went on to win nationals! The class worked very hard in preparation for this moment. 
Regionals and state were both in the first semester, and second semester was used solely to prepare for nationals at 
the end of the year. This was the second consecutive year that Mr. Fassold’s team has won, and his third class will 
have to work hard to keep this streak going. 

·	 Mr. Baney is another teacher that represents our school well. Besides teaching math, he started the first ever 
Garden to Table program in the HSE district that students can participate in. Mr. Baney was awarded with the FFA 
honorary state degree for commitment of Indiana FFA. 

·	 The students in National Junior Honors Society raised $5,631.27 for the Riley Dance Marathon. This is a fun 
dancing event at the school in which the funding goes to the Riley Children’s’ Hospital. The event was run by 
Mrs. Oskay, who helps with NJHS. She is also a resource teacher for the school. The Riley Dance Marathon will 
be happening again this year, once again led by Mrs. Oskay and NJHS volunteers. 

·	 Mrs. Bowen, sponsor of the Student Council, raised $1,500.00 for the leukemia and lymphoma society, raised 
over $400.00 for the American Cancer Society, and collected more than 1,000 cans of food for “Come to Me” 
food pantry. She has impacted a lot of students and people in her life teaching and influencing people at FJH to 
make a difference in our school. 
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HOROSCOPE
By Ella Pegg and Elizabeth Erickson

Capricorn: Dec. 22 – Jan. 19 
- Capricorn, 2019 is set to be full of beautiful success and glori-
ous achievements. You will be completely focused on succeeding 
and completing your goals. But you’ll have to remember that it’s 
important to let loose and have fun. Although you’re a very inde-
pendent person, you must learn to let your guard down and ask 
for help and support. With patience and determination, anything 
is possible. 

Aquarius: Jan. 20 – Feb. 18 
- Aquarius, 2019 will be a struggle for you to decide what you 
want for your life. You will be blinded with a strong and intense 
desire for freedom which will incidentally push your friends and 
family away. However, success is possible, to get to where you 
want to be you will need to plan carefully and follow the right 
path. 

Pisces: Feb. 19 – Mar. 20 
- Pisces, 2019 for you will be an incredible, unforgettable year. 
The times of being scared and worried about chasing your dreams 
are over. 2019 is your year to pursue your goals and be success-
ful. Dare to be bold and brilliant this year but remember to not 
lose sight of your present responsibilities.

Aries: Mar. 21 – Apr. 19 
- Aries, 2019 will be a year full of twists and turns. You won’t 
be disappointed with this unforgettable year. You will have to 
overcome many obstacles using your own problem-solving skills. 
All your intense efforts will be rewarded with this stroke of luck. 
Your energy and aura will be impressive throughout the year, but 
there will be moments where you will need to double your efforts 
and hard work to get the job done. 

Taurus: Apr. 20 – May. 20 
- Taurus, 2019 brings you many changes and exciting adven-
tures that are going to change your life. You will be challenging 
yourself by revealing your best qualities and showing how much 
you are really worth. Meeting new people will be quite difficult 
for you this year, staying with your current friends and getting to 
know them better will help you get through this year. 

Gemini: May. 21 – June. 20 
- Gemini, 2019 is going to be a memorable one full of outstand-
ing and joyous moments. You will finally decide to take control 
of your life and really listen to your heart. You will be able to 
rediscover the curiosity and the desire you have to make import-
ant changes. Your routine will start to get you down towards the 
middle of the year but don’t lose hope, your life will pick up 
towards the end of the year. 

Cancer: June. 21 – July. 22 
- Cancer, 2019 will be a very special and unforgettable year. 
You will meet amazing new people that will become very close 
friends to you. Your work will become steeper this year, but 
despite that, this year will still be a very positive one. Some of 
your close friendships will experience some very intense and 
even testing moments that could add some drama to the end of 
your year. Overall you will grow for this year and get stronger as 
the days go by. 

Leo: July. 23 – Aug. 22 
- Leo, 2019 will kick off on a regretful note, you’ll have the 
feeling of failure as you weren’t able to accomplish all of the 
goals you set for yourself. You will be determined to work extra 
hard this year to complete all your projects. Your friendships will 
continue without any significant problems, but only if you contin-
ue being honest and understandings of those people. You need to 
start speaking from your heart, avoid keeping things to yourself 
because it will only lead to serious frustration. 

Virgo: Aug. 23 – Sep. 22 
-Virgo, 2019 is going to be an amazing year for you. You will do 
everything in your power to install some important changes in 
your life because you are fed up of following a traditional and 
boring path. You will decide to focus more on yourself and on 
what you really want. If you are holding onto a friendship that 
is unhealthy and doesn’t bring you happiness, you will need to 
make the tough decision to cut that person out of your life. Once 
you clear up all the drama in your life, you’ll feel so much better 
about yourself. 

Libra: Sep. 23 – Oct. 22 
- Libra, 2019 will bring you new goals and objectives. You’ll 
want to take life head on and take charge of your own destiny. 
You are done with letting people decide your life for you. When 
it comes to your education you will want to take on more tasks 
than you might normally. Your determination will encourage you 
to show others that you are able to manage anything you set your 
mind too. 

Scorpio: Oct. 23 – Nov. 22 
- Scorpio, 2019 will be a mixture of passion and confusion for 
you. Your year will include lots of personal and professional 
success, on the condition that you open your sense of creativity 
and spontaneity. Channeling your energy and opening yourself up 
to people will help you find the happiness you’ve been searching 
for. Learning to trust others will open you up to a whole new 
world. 

Sagittarius: Nov. 23 – Dec. 21 
- Sagittarius, 2019 will be about avoiding negativity and pessi-
mism. Life will be full of new opportunities and it’s up to you 
to make the most of them. Your strong optimism will help you 
make the right decisions and will help open lots of doors for your 
future. Keep up the good work and effort and don’t be afraid to 
go the extra mile. 



59

By Saran Kaba & 
Aiden Johnson
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TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
Teacher by Day; Superhero by night?  Mr. Stumpf:
 Fishers Junior High is in need of saving. Who 
is to bring us out of our darkness of unknown knowl-
edge about social studies? Wait, who is that in the 
distance? Mr. Incredible? Oh wait, it’s Mr. Stumpf! 

We know Mr. Stumpf as the Stars, 7th grade, 
social studies teacher; however, what most people 
don’t know is that he actually wanted to become a 
math teacher. It might not seem right, but it was some-
thing that he was very interested in becoming. 

Now, as a social studies teacher, he has many 
things that he must accomplish. One of those many 
things is teaching his students about the many reli-
gions. This includes their purpose and the history of 
the religion. 

Mr. Stumpf says that one of the most difficult 
things about doing this is that he must make sure that 
everyone feels equal and that there is no judgement for 
our differences. Mr. Stumpf believes everyone should 
be treated fairly, no matter what they look like, say, 
do, or wear. He also believes that trying to make par-
ents understand what he, and the other 7th grade Social 
Studies teachers, are trying to teach. “A lot of people 
think I’m trying to convert them but were simply just 
trying to kinda inform them about it,” he says.

History is full of gruesome and gory scenes.  
Teachers have those “terrible” moments, too.  Mr. 
Stumpf believes the worst thing that as ever happened 
was during his coaching career. He was trying to 
encourage more work from one of his players and he 
said, “You work like your dog just died!” But then, 
the kid turns around and says, “My dog did die!” Mr. 
Stumpf felt terrible! He apologized immediately. Well, 
Mr. Stumpf, no one is perfect, but we still think you’re 
great!

By: Audrey Mohr and Kāhlan Snellenberger 

Mrs. Kletch: 
 As a 7th grade life science teacher, Mrs. Kletch has 
many things she must do to make sure her students are well 
educated. Mrs. Kletch, the STAR science teacher at FJH, 
has not always taught science at a junior high level. Instead, 
she taught 2nd graders before realizing that 7th grade might 
be a better choice. 
 When looking back into her past, she remembers 
some certain moments in her classroom, “The hardest part 
of science is to train students to not write with pronouns.” 
All her past students remember the long hours of revising 
their conclusions and hypothesis’s. Digging farther, she 
remembers her guinea pig testers in 2017. Mrs. Kletch says, 
“My favorite unit to do is the disease unit because it’s so 
relevant to everything that goes on.” In the disease unit, 
students learn about different types of “germs” and how to 
specify them. You also learn a lot about the Ebola virus and 
how, and why, it has become such a main issue in the news. 
 As we all know, there are a lot of uncanny things 
that can happen in science labs. Frankenstein, Blue the 
Velociraptor. No matter what, there’s always something to 
top off the weird things that happens in there. Mrs. Kletch 
remembers it as, “...we were dissecting frogs and we found 
an entire mouse inside the frog,” Talk about weird. You 
might find it nasty, but don’t tell that to Mrs. Kletch. Her 
class motto is, “No ew, gross, or yuck!” 
 Everyone has a point in their life when they are 
having trouble with their grades. Mrs. Kletch says, “Work 
ethic. Getting the work in and on time, definitely affects the 
students grades the most,” Students of all ages can agree. 
Ella Pegg, an 8th grader who used to attend her classroom, 
also has a say on this, “If you don’t turn in your work on 
time you get a significant number of your points taken off, 
and it’s just better to turn it in on time than not.”
 As most already know, Mrs. Kletch just received a 
grant of $5,000. Now, you must be wondering what she did 
with this. Of course, she’s using this money on the Inquiry 
Project and for her dissection labs. She also bought many 
new science tools that can be checked out, so you can bring 
these tools home. Not only does this help you get your 
work done but you also have no excuse not to. This also 
makes the measurements needed for this project easier to 
take and more precise.
 Mrs. Kletch has many curiousities in her class-
room. From blue beetles to floating frogs in jars, you can 
find almost everything you need (or want) in Mrs. Kletch’s 
class.


